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PREF Afc E.

In the present age of Chnstlamty,
thef is reason to fear that the youthful‘
members of our Protestant communi-
ties, receiving their privileges as it wers
by inheritance, .and with little pérsonal
effort, may become unmindful of their
own great advantages, and lose much of
the interest which they woyld otherwise
have felt in - .the - trials and conflicts of

" those, who were the honoured ipstru-

memts .in. God’s hands, of delivering

. their church. from the . cruel bonds of

popery, simply .because, never having
studied the subject, they have been’
unable to realize ‘the extent of that
tyranny, or the character of their spir-

_itual deliverers.

For these and other reasons, it has
been thought advisable to commence for
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-the benefit of our youthful readers, a
series of biographical sketches of the
most conspicuous actors in that great
contest, which was for a long period, car-
ried on openly between the disciples of -
a corrupted, and of a purer form of
Christianity.

Circumstances have greatly charged-
since the subject of the following me- -
moir appeared on the stage of life, but
we apprehend the contest between Ro-
manism and Protestantism has not passed
by, though it is at present waged more
quietly and secretly, for.¢the spjrit of
Romanism is substantially the spirit of -
human nature. Its errors will be found
to be the natural and spontaneous
growth of the humam heart; pot so .
much the effect as the cause of the
Romish system of religion.” * '

John Wiycliffe is generally regarded
_by Protestants as the father of the Eng-
lish reformation, and his title to that
honour will be found abundantly con-
" Archbishop Whately on the Origin of Romish Errors.
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firmed in the following pages. Such
being the general opinion, it seems
unwise and unjust to leave the youth of
our community to form their judgment
of him, chiefly ftom the narratives of
‘those who have misrepresented and
calumniated his character in many im-
portant particulars.

In preparing this volume, by the advice
" of able and impartial judges, the author
~ has compiled chiefly, from the valuable
memoir of Wycliffe by Vaughan, and
sometimes has used his very words,
and incorporated them into her narra-
tive. ‘- This biographer “‘prepared him-
self for his task,” says Le Bas, “by a
.more complete and scrupulous examina-
- tion of Wycliffe's writings than has
"probably ever been undertaken before.”
He devoted himself unreservedly to this
object, and spared neither labour nor time
in its accomplishment. Of course his
work must ever rank as a standard to
succeeding blographers of the Enghsh
reformer,
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Reference has also been had to
«“Wordsworth’s Biography of Wycliffe;”
to the « Life of Wycliffe by C. Le Bas,”
&ec.

It has been thought expedient to
throw into an Appendix, certain infor-
mation as to the character of individuals
mgntioned in the memoir, which though
desirable, would have broken in too
much on the thread of the narrative, -
had it been intreduced into the work
itself.

With grateful acknowledgments, for
the favour hitherto extended to her other
publications, the author would present
the following biographical sketch to her
readers, in the hope that it may not
" prove altogether unacceptable either for
the family library or for that of the Sun-
day School.

AvecusT, 1840.
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LIFE OF WYCLIFFE.

CHAPTER 1.

" IN the North Riding of Yorkshire, (England)
upon the beautiful banks of the river Tees, and
about six 'miles from the town of Richmond, isa
village which still retains the name of Wycliffe,
and which from the time of the conquest in 1066,
to the year 1606, was the residence of a family
of the name of Wiycliffe, who were lords of the
manor, and patrons of the rectory of Wycliffe.

In this village, and as far as can be ascertained,
in the year 1824, was born, the celebrated John
‘Wycliffe, the Father of the English Reforma-
tion. The county of Durham (Eng.) which,
in the venerable Bede,* produced the founder of
English learning, has been sometimes considered
as the birthplace of Wycliffe, but the county
first named, appears to have the clearest title to
this honor. In modern times, surnames are de-

. * See Appendix A.
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zived from parents, but such was not the custom
in the early ages of English history. After the
Norman conquest, the practice of attaching sur-
names, came into use, and they were in many
instances determined by the places of residence of
the respective families who adopted them. Such
undoubtedly was the origin of the name of John
de Wycliffe; and as the village we have men-
tioned, is the only one in England which bears
this name, so it must consequently have been the
one which furnished the surname. As no re-
searches have discovered any family which bore
this name, except that of the lords of the manor,
it is more than probable, that John de Wycliffe
was descended from this noble stock; and no
satisfactory evidence to the contrary can be fur-
nished by the fact of the omission of his name
in the record, of that household; since they con-
tinued devoted disciples of the Romish Church,
and as such, could have felt no desire to perpetu-
ate the memorial of one of their blood, whom
they probably considered as a faithless renegade.
Were it in our power, which alas! it is not,
to collect information respecting the early life of
‘Wycliffe, we should doubtless find -much to in-
terest us in the detail, and should see much light
thrown upon the origin of those peculiarities of
character, which especially fitted him to discharge
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the duties of the station for which he was raised
up by God. 'Woycliffe appears to have been des-
tined by Providence, to be a leading instrument
in teaching his countrymen, how to throw off the
shackles of Popery and to obtain religious inde-
pendence. 7

All that we can glean of his juvenile history
amounts to this,—that being designed by his pa-~
rents for the church, his attention was early
directed to such studies, as were considered pre--
paratory to higher attainments in the university.
The character of the instructions delivered to the
youthful student of the fourteenth century is suf-
ficiently ascertained. An improvement had ta-
ken place in the opinions of the public with
regard to the proper means of education, and
the task of instruction was no longer confined to
the walls of the monastery, or the cloisters of the
cathedral. Not only in the larger cities, but in
every borough and castle, schools are said to have
been established, in which the Latin language
was industriously taught to the pupils. From
this study, they passed on to that of grammar,
rhetoric and logic; music, arithmetic, geometry
and astronomy, completed the list.of the seven
_sciences, which were thought to contain within
their mystic cirele, whatever was important o'
even possible to be known.
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Wycliffe having completed his preparatory
course of studies, entered upon collegiate life, as
a student of Queen’s College, Oxford, which at
the time of his entrance, had been but recently
founded by Queen Philippa, the wife of Edward
IIL of England. There are disadvantages in-
separable from an infant literary institution,
which will be deeply felt by a mind, earnestly
intent on the acquisition of knowledge; this cir-
cumstance accounts for Wycliffe’s speedy remo-
val from Queen’s College to Merton College, an
institution, which was more distinguished at that
period than any other in Oxford. It had sent
forth from its halls, some of the most learned
men of the age, and its chair of divinity had
recently been filled by the celebrated Bradwar-
dine.*

At the time of Wycliffe’s boyhood, Oxford
numbered thirty thousand students, but when he
took his station as a commoner of Queen’s Col-
lege, this number had from peculiar circumstan-
stances been greatly reduced. But during his
residence at Merton, a seminary yielding in fame
only to the university of Paris, an important
influence appears to have been exercised over
his mind, which was characterized by an ardent
thirst for knowledge, and a great capacity for its

' See Appendix B.
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acquisition. He did not consider himself at lib
erty to negléct any important branch of study
required at the university, while at the same
time, he desired to regulate his literary pursuits
by a conscientious regard to such qualifications,
as would be especially demanded in the discharge
of the duties of that sacred office to which he
contemplated devoting himself. His own style
of writing is far from being highly polished. This
did not arise, however, from ignorance of the
rules of rhetoric then so sedulously taught,
but was owing to the circumstances in which
he was placed. His vigorous and energetic
mind was so filled with a sense of the enormity
of the errors of the Romish Church, that when
he came to refute them, or to suggest a mode of
deliverance from their power, he could not afford
to spend any of his mental strength in polishing
and refining his diction. His main design appears
to have been, to break down the entrenchments
of superstition and religious corruption; and
provided this object was effected, he cared mnot
whether the instruments employed were of a
rough, or of a more sightly appearance. Strength
of expression, and clearness of meaning, were
considered by him, as far more important, than
elegance of style, or harmony of sound; though
ot the same time it has been affirmed on good
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authority, that his writings contributed, far more
than those of any other man, to form and invigo-
rate the dialect of his country. In the time of
Wycliffe, the language of Greece was almost
unknown, while that of Rome was no where
written in its purity; an imperfect knowledge of.
the latter, being the only attainment in grammat-
ical learning, requited of candidates for the min-
istry.

‘With the classical studies, it was customary to
associate that of the civil and canon law. Wyc-
liffe, however, was not satisfied with having made
these attainments merely, but pursued his enqui-
ries into the study of English law, and by doing
so, was enabled to become far more effectively
useful to his country, than he otherwise could
have been, in the cause of national, no less than
of religious freedom.

It was also important for one, who was desirous
of proving the absurdity, as well as unscriptural
character of many of the tenets and usages of the
Romish Church, that he should become familiar
with the modes of argument, and with the met-
aphysics of the schoolmen of those days, among
whom Aristotle was considered as the only safe
guide to the meaning of St. Paul. Questions
on law, morals and religion were supposed to be
capable of a proper solution only, when the en-
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quiries into them, were conducted according to
the forms laid down by the Grecian sage; and
proficiency in such discussions, was considered
the most decided proof of a vigorous and gifted
intellect; while the subjects involved in them,
had often little connexion with improvement in
true knowledge or piety of heart. It should
not be a matter of surprise, when Wycliffe is
found, adopting in a measure such sentiments,
and conforming to the practices of the age in
which he lived. In these scholastic exercises he
soon became unrivalled, so that his genius extor-
ted from one of his most relentless foes the
acknowledgment, that his powers of debate were
almost super-human.

While Wycliffe was thus rendering himself
conspicuous for his attention to his secular and
philosophical studies, he was also distinguishing
himself in a more remarkable manner, by devo-
ting much time and labour to searching the Holy
Scriptures. In our own times, when the volume
‘of inspiration is open to every Protestant Chris-
tian, the study of it requires little sacrifice of
ease or comfort, and with a large portion of ‘our
community, ignorance of scripture is considered
disreputable. But the case was far different in
the age of Wycliffe, when the avowal of one’s
attachment to the Bible was attended with immi-
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nent perll. While at Oxford, he acquired the
name of the “ Gospel Doctor,” an appellation,
which will gver render his memory dear to chris-
tian hearts; more especially when it is recol-
lected, that in gaining it, he must have risked his
reputation as a scholar. For such was the prev-
alent contempt of the sacred writings, or the
mistakes of men induced by the papal doctrine
of infallibility, as to the uses to which the scrip~
tures should be applied, that an adherence to
that volume, even as a text book, was sufficient
to induce the leading tniversities of Europe to
exclude those thus offending from their walls.
Roger Bacon,* one of the most learned men
of his age, and Grosstete, Bishop of Lincoln,{
honored the cause of these persecuted teachers
by their pleadings, but their influence was exer-
ted to no purpose. Another writer of the twelfth
century, when alluding to this subject, asserted,
that those who made use of simple scripture
truth, as the basis of their lectures, were not only
rejected as philosophers, but hardly endured as
- clergymen— nay, were scarcely acknowledged as
men. They became objects of derision, and were
termed “bullocks of Abrabam,” or ¢ the asses
of Balaam.” The universal hostility which exis-

¢ See Appendix C.
t See Appendix D,
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ted at that time towards the Bible, must-ever be
borne in mind by us, while we are seeking to
form our opinion of the character and conduct
of Wydiffe. To act, as he did, would perhaps
not be extraordinary, under the circumstances
in which we are placed in the nineteenth cen-
tury, but.in the thirteenth or fourteenth was he-
roic, and could only have been the conduct of an
individual, possessing an unusual degree of moral
courage, and acting under a solemn sense- of
duty.

In order to form a just estimate of the peculi-
arities of the reformer’s mental and moral char-.
acter, it is necessary to acquire accurate views of
the circumstances of the times in which he lived,
and of those preceding, which so far from foster-
ing, had a direct tendency to oppose the forma-~
tion of these particular traits. It is also essen-
tial in endeavoring to measure our obligations to
his generous labors, that we should clearly per-
ceive the distinctive features of the system he
was called to oppose, together with the degree of
resistance which it had previously encountered.

‘We shall endeavor to condense the informa~
- tion we have been able to collect on this subject, -
in the following chapter.
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CHAPTER II.

WE have expressed our belief, that Wycliffe
was raised up by God to be a leading instrument

in His bands, in freeing the people of England\

.from the shackles of a slavish superstition, and
of guiding them to religious independence.

The papal system exhibited every where, such
a corruption of Christian dectrine and practice,
and in the religious rites and ceremonies which
it enforced, presented such a striking contrast to
the simplicity of the primitive church, as to ren-
der the traces of genuine christianity which were
discoverable in Europe during the middle ages,
but so many exceptions to the faith and customs
which every where prevailed.

The advent of the Messiah had introduced an
entirely different state of things from what had
prevailed previously, either in the Jewish or
Gentile world; for the Redeemer designed his
kingdom to be a spiritual one, and wished not
to allure into it, the worldly or ambitious. If
this had been desirable in his eyes, it might un-
doubtedly have been effected with ease, and all
the kingdoms of the world could have been im-
mediately made to be, the kingdoms of our Lord
and of his Christ. To the Romish Chutch it
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was left, so entirely to alter the principles of the
- christian economy, as to make it subservient to
the very passions it was intended to subdue and
destroy. As we read her history we should not
be led to believe that the kingdom of Him whom
she professes to recognize as her Lord, was not
designed to be of this world.

‘When she found pagan customs Which gave
the promise of adding to her power, or strength-
ening her hold on the popular mind, then were
they almost uniformly transferred to her ritual,
or enforced on her members as obligatory.
Among the heathens it had been no uncommon
. spectacle, to behold the priests in the exercise of
their judicial power, separating'thése who came
under their displeasure from civil and religious
privileges; and with them to be accounted impi-
ous, was to be exposed to the miseries of an out-
law. So after the age of Constantine, the suc-
cessors of the apostles, found it convenient to
follow the example thus set by the pagan priests,
and not unfrequently were to be found pronoun-
cing a sentence, which they knew would be fol-
lowed by confiscation or imprisonment. The
principle once admitted, that a failure in religious
duty was punishable by a suspension of civil
rights; it was no difficult matter to extend the
pastoral prerogative, until monarchs were de-
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pastoral prerogative, until monarchs were de-
posed from their thrones, and kingdoms were
bartered by a race of haughty pontiffs. The
curse with all its consequences, was gradually
extended from the individual to his family and
adherents, and became the groundwork of the
well known sentence of interdict, which for cen-
turies, was one of the most effective weapons in
the hands of the pontiffs, wherewith to punish
nations for the iniquities of their kings.

The papal system not only presented a stri-
king contrast to that, introduced by Christ and
his apostles, in the unjust and crooked policy by
which an increase of temporal and spiritual
power was attained, but also in the eager adop-
tion of every means by which the riches of the
church might be increased. In the primitive
church, no feature was more striking, than her
disregard of wealth. The revenue arising from
the voluntary contributiops of the faithful, was
devoted to the support of the ministry, and the
relief of the poor. It was not until the third
century, that any serious complaints were made
of injustice or mismanagement in the distribution
of the revenues of the church; and it is worthy
of remark, that the period in which these com-
plaints were first openly uttered, was that in

-
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which the earliest attempts were made to exact
as a right, those contributions, which had been
hitherto yielded as freewill offerings.

That St. Peter possessed a sort of precedence
among the apostles, and that a certain pre-emi-
nence should in consequence be assigned to the
Bishop of Rome, is a doctrine which seems to
have been partially adopted by the clergy of the
third century, and is known to have been advo-
cated in a modified manner, by such an eminent
personage, as Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage.

A cardinal of Rome however, acknowledges
that before the council of Nice, held A. D. 825,
very little deference was paid to the Chureh of
Rome. From that time until the close of the
seventh century, there was a growing increase in
the power claimed by, and conceded to, the pon-
tiffs.
In the year 590, Gregory the Great was called
to the papal chair, and the period in which he
filled it, became one of the most eventful in the
history of the church. There was much in the
circumstances in which Rome was placed during
his pontificate, which had a tendency to strength~
en the determination of Gregory in seeking to
obtain temporal power, and he was not slow in
availing himself. of these advantages. Iudeed
the substance of almost every claim preferred
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by succeeding pontiffs, was virtually advanced by
Gregory the Great. Before that period, neither
the temporal dominion nor spiritual supremacy
of the pope had been established, nor had his
opinion been decided to be infallible in the
church. 'Whatever defects obscured the char-
acter of Gregory, and however great the evils
which he was the means of bringing on the
church at large, it must be conceded, that Eng-
land is indebted to him, for the re-introduction
of Christianity within her borders.*

It is impossible to say precisely when Chris-
tianity had been originally introduced into Brit-
ain, but there are good reasons for supposing,
that it was to the missionary labours of St. Paul,
that this island was indebted for the first tidings
of the gospel. Britain had shared with other
portions of the vast Roman Empire, in the dis-
astrous consequences resulting from the fierce
persecutions carried on by her emperors, and
especially by Diocletian, against the . Chris-
tian Church, and various places throughout
England still perpetuate by their names, the
history of some of these martyrs.t But the
Romans abandoned theéir possessions in Britain
early in the fifth century, and the inhabitants

* # See Appendir E. *
t See Appendix F.
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becoming a prey to intestine commetions, and
being greatly harassed by the barbarous Picts
and Scots, were induced to call to their assis-
tance, certain warlike tribes inhabiting the coun-
try now known as Northern Germany, and the
peninsula of Jutland. These various bodies of
warlike men, designated generally by the name
of Saxons, came originally as friends, but soon
made themselves masters of Britain, and finally
established within her borders, seven kingdoms,
to which the name of the Saxon Heptarchy was
given. The Saxons were heathens, worship-
ping idols, and practicing many bloody rites.
After they became masters of Britain, Chris-
tianity disappeared from the kingdoms of the
Heptarchy, for more than one bhundred and
fifty years. It was in the reign of Ethelbert
King of Kent, the most powerful of these prin-
ces, that Gregory made the attempt to Christian-
‘ize Britain, which we have just referred to, and
Augustine, the missionary despatched by him for
that purpose, landed with forty bishops, his asso-
ciates in the work, in the Island of Thanet in
Kent. )

The alphabet was unknown to the Britons
at that time, and they were in point of civiliza-
tion but little removed from the condition of the
rude tribes of our American Indians. Ignorance
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and superstition, combined to blind their eyes
and pervert their judgment, so that if the gospel
had ever been preached in its simplicity to them,
they were incapable of appreciating its excel-
lence, or with the exception of a few remarkable
individuals, of desiring to embody it in practice:
Under such circumstances, it is not surprising
that the papal power took advantage of the favor-
able opportunity presented to them, and used
every effort to subject the ecclesiastical establish-
ment to their authority.

Not a few of the Saxon monarchs whose char~
acters were stained with deeds of blood and vio-
lence, sought to appease the reproaches of con-~
science, on the approach of disease or death, by
making concessions to the pope which were
fraught with the most disastrous consequences to
their country in succeeding ages. Thus the
guilty Offa, king of the Mercians, fettered his
kingdom with the payment of a debt of homage
to the court of Rome termed Peter-pence, which
was a pledge of a penny yearly trom all his sub-
jects to one of the Roman colleges, which though
originating in a freewill offering, continued to be
wrung from the English, from time to time, until
the Reformation. -

Soon after this period, the peace of England
was interrupted by hordes of Danish pirates,
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who for more than a century harassed the coun-
try with continual incursions. Those of the
clergy who possessed artful and desiguing char-
acters, took advantage of circumstanoes, to aug-
ment their power, and Britain soon appeared to
be sinking as low i religious degradation as
during the time of Saxon Paganism.

The Providenoe of God had however, in an
unexpected guarter provided means for her re- -
covery, anrd raised up a deliverer for her in the
hour of need. This was no less a personage
than the famous Alfred, King of England,* who
through a life of extreme bodily suffering, and
in defiance of formidable obstacles, exerted
- himself to elevate the character of his subjects,
in a religious, moral, intellectual and political
point of view. This excellent prince labourgd
especially to protect the religion of his country;
and amidst the great tribulations through which
his Lord called him to pass, there, is every reason
to hope, that he derived continual support, from
faith in the promises of God. Many of the
gross errors of the Romish Church he was igno-
rant of, and the opponents of some of them he
publicly patronized. 'We have reason however to
fear, that in commmon with others of his country-
men at that period, his views with regard to

3 * See Appentix G.
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image-worship were very erroneous, and differed
decidedly from those expressed by the elerical
council, whom Offa, King of the Mercians, had
summoned in 792 to consider the expediency of
conforming to that praetiee, then recently intro-
duced by Pope Adrian to the churches under
his control. Fo this proposal of Offa, a most
peremptory refusal of nen-eonformity had been
* given, though ow another oceasion, the clergy
when assembled by him, conceded other privile-
ges to the Pope, and permitted him to abridge
their religious liberties, and to assime the right of
ereating new offices at his pleasure in the king-
dom. )

After Alfred’s death, the Panes eontinued
their imeursions into England to the great an-
noyance of its inhabitants, and finally seated a
race of monarchs of their ewn to the throne;
the seven kingdoms of the Saxons having been
in 827, united into one kingdom, under Egbert.
‘While these intestine disturbances continued,’
the hostilities between the pontiffs and people of
England for a time yielded to a more powerful
excitement; but this only continued so long as
they were under dread of the usurpation of the
Danes. The latter threatened the whole church
establishment of England with destruction, and
converted the clergy whom Rome designed to
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rule the country, into their submissive servants—
a proof both of the mercy and justice of God.

From this period, which forms an era in Brit-
ish history, the Roman pontiffs were successively
engaged in making attempts to increase their
power, both of a temporal and spiritual kind in
England. William the conqueror was resolute
and energetic in opposing every thing that
threatened to interfere with his prerogatives;
William Rufus was self-willed and obstirate and
would not brook the guidance of others; while
Henry 1. was too sagacious a sovereign not to
perceive the évils that would ensue, should the
Pope succeed in obtaining the supremacy in his
dominions. Thus the efforts of the Romish
Church were repeatedly baffled, but more favour-
able opportunities for accomplishing their dar-
ling project were presented during the reign of
Stephen. This monarch was not the rightful
heir to the English crown, and on this account,
the period during which he held it, was one
fraught with disastrous consequences to his peo-
ple. He was well aware of the insecurity of his
situation, and. tried to strengthen his tottering
power by courting -the favour of the Pope.
There was scarcely any proof of obedience
which could have been required of Stephen by
his spiritual head, short of the resignation of his
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regal power, to which he would not have beett
willing to submit, because he knew that the for-
feiture of the Pope's good will, would most
probably, have been speedily followed by the Joss
of his kingdom. The opportunity thus presen-
ted to the Romish Church for strengthening the
chaihs by which she was seeking to bind England
in spiritual slavery, was too tempting to be resis-
ted; accordingly, we find the reign of Stephen
was a period of rapid increase of papal power in
that island.

When Henry II. ascended the throne in 1154,
he found himself placed in a far more delicate
situation with regard to the Pope, than had been
the case with his predecessors, and he was soon
invalved in an open contest with that power, or
rather with the aspiring clergy of his kingdom,
represented in the person of the ambitious and
haughty Thomas a Becket.

In the beginning of the thirteenth century the
people of England were ecalled on to witness a
spectacle of the most humiliating kind; that of
their sovereign John, resigning formally the whole
of his dominions into the hands of Pope Inno-
cent and his successors, and consenting to hold
them from that time forward, by the payment of
o disgraceful tribute of one thousand marks an-
nually.
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This wis but a prelude to still farther exao-
tions on the part of the Pope, who continued
from time to time, to extort large sums from the
English nation for the furtherance of his own
designs. On one occasion, a tenth of the move-
ables of the kingdom was demanded and- ob-
tained by him, for the purpose of carrying on a
war with the empire; then again, a fifth of the
revenues of her clergy was exacted for a some-
what similar object. The practice of filling the
rich benefices of England with needy Italians,
had become so common, as to excite great dis-
content and open murmurings among the peo-
ple. The revenues thus raised for the support
of foreigners, is stated by a contemporary writer,
as having exceeded -that of the crown by two-
thirds. _

- The abuses of this kind which prevailed
in the reigns of the first and second Edward, and
of Henry III were equally flagrant with those
we have noticed; and on the accession of Ede
ward IIL, the patron .and friend of John Wye-
liffe, the English nation was closely fettered with
popish trammels.
" 'This thraldom had not however been unfelt,
either by the sovereigns or people of England,
and many and resolute had been their efforts, to
loosen their galling chainse On one occasion,
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during the reign of John, the Pope had ventured
to pronounce an interdict on the city of London,
as a punishment for her rebellion against his
requisitions. The Londoners however, con-
temned his authority, and openly denied his
right to exercise temporal jurisdiction over
them; when the interdict was announced, they
went so far, as to ring the bells of the city, to
show that they were not to be forced into an ex-
pression of those signs of contrition usually
exhibited at such seasons. Similar manifesta-
tions of opposition to papal control were fre-
quently shown by the people, during the reigus
of succeeding monarchs, and it is probable some
decisive measures would have been taken to
check it effectually, had the sovereigns been
wiser in seconding the efforts of their subjects.
Before the close of the seventh century, a la-
mentable corruption in christian doctrine and
practice prevailed generally in the church; nev-
ertheless even in that period of spiritual dark~
ness, the Almighty left not himself without a
witness to the truth, in a remnant of faithful wor-
shippers, who professed to derive their only
assurance of religious confidence, from their
firm belief in the sacrifice of a Divine Mediator,
and the promised grace of the Eternal Spirit.
These servants of the God of Heaven were

’
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sometimes found detached from the nominal
charches of their respective countries, while in
ether instances, they were to be seen consulting
their personal safety by an adherence to certain
of her forms.

The putity of manners and scriptural princi-
ples of these faithful worshippers, as might have
been expected, roused the opposition of that
corrupt body of the clergy, whose viciousness of
life and ignorance of true religion, were ren-
dered more conspicuous by the force of contrast.
Measures of the most atrocious kind, were
acoordingly resorted to on many occasions, to
quench the rising flame of a purer christianity,
and a spirit of persecution directed its attacks
against those who protested against the accu-
mulated errors of the Romish Church. Seo
malignant were the efforts thus exerted, and so
well were they sustained by the civil pawer, that
we should be constrained to feel astonishment at
their final failure, did we not believe the perse-
cuted disciples of the Lord Jesus, to have been
in all ages of the Church, the objects of his pe-
culiar favour and especial protection.

While engaged in the attentive perusal of
church history, one fact is especially pressed
upon our notice, viz:—that while numerous
devout religionists of the Christian Church in
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every age, have blended -ingenious efror with
frith, yet that most of what was erroneous has
been permitted to die a lingering death, while
that which was essentially true has contmned to
survive to later ages.

In the seventh century, a large body of these
dissenters was proscribed under the name of
Gnostics or Manichieans, which title had become
odions; they were expelled from Rome and
Constantinople, stripped of wealth, power, and,
as far as possible, deprived of the means of
acquiring knowledge, and then dispersed among
the villages and mountains bordering on the
Euyphrates. Their silence and obscurity formed
their protection for a considerable time; but
Constantirie, one of their number, coming in an
unexpected manner into possession of a copy of
the New Testament, his own mind became en«
lightened by the power of divine truth, and asa
natural consequence, he was led to censider it
his duty, to seek to diffuse the same blessings
among his fellow disciples.

It is supposed that the people subequently
derived their true name of Paulicians, from
their preference to the writings of St. Paul.
Though their enemies branded them with the
name of Manicheans, it appears from good au-
thority that they were not infected with that her-
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esy.* It is sufficiently evident that it was by -
the diligent study of the Word of God, that
the Paulicians were taught to know and reject
the errors of papacy, and steadfastly to refuse
conformity to her- idolatrous worship. And
though it appears not improbable, that Constan-
tine and some of his adherents, may have ori-
ginally imbibed some of the errors of the Mani-
cheans, yet it is manifest that the zeal which
provoked the most powerful hostilities of the
papsl power, was the offspring of a purer faith.

From the death of Constantine to the mid-
dle of the ninth century, the history of the
Paulicians, presents a continued effort on their
part, to preserve their religioud independence;
and as strenuouns a determination, on the side of
the established authorities, to convert what
might have served as an alluring example, into
a beacon to warn others of the danger of stri=
king on the same shoals.

The names of a number of the Emperors of /
the West, are stained with the blood of these
unhappy sectaries, though it was left for the
heart of a women, that of the Empress Theo-
~ *The doctrine of Manes represented the visible system

and the scriptures of the Old Testament, as originating in
a malignant being, who shared ‘the government of the uni.

verse with the God of the New Testament, a being of infi-
nite benevolence,
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dora, to carty to the highest pitch, this spirit of
ferocious persecution. The inquisitors ‘in her
employ, were wont to boast, that “a hundred
thousand Paulicians had been dispatched by the
sword, the gibbet, or the flames.” But here as
elsewhere, the demon of persecution was de-
feated with his own weapons, for teachers and
churches rose from the ashes of the slain, and
such as could sometimes extort a degree of
praise, even from their cruel enemies.

Their progress westward, is a subject of inter-
esting inquiry, en account of the influence
which they thus exerted over European Chris-
tians, but we are not warranted in believing, that
to them alone, is to be traced the origin of the
epposition to the papal power, which we have
stated as existing in different parts of Europe,
and among various orders of society, before the
age of Wycliffe: To him it was left, as the
champion of religious liberty, boldly and openly
‘to stem the tide of papal oppression, and to
show forth to the world, her manifold corrup-
tions of doctrine and practice.

In the latter part of the eighth and in the
commencement of the ninth century, two other
distinguished witnesses to the truth arose, in the
person of Paulinus, Bishop of Aquilia,” and
Claude, of Turin, who boldly denounced the
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idolatry of the Romish Church—their venera-
tion of relics—and their prayers for the dead.
The doctrine of justification by faith in Christ
alone, was enforced by the latter, with a clear-
ness_ and faithfulness not unworthy of Luther.
The episcopal authority of Turin, extended over
the vallies of Piedmont, and it is a fact, admitted
even by Romish writers, that the doctrines
which Claude preached so faithfully and zeal-
ously, were preserved by the people inhabiting
that interesting region, during the ninth and
_ tenth centuries. " Before the close of that period,
the fires of persecution were kindled among the
Piedmontese, in the vain' hope of quenching in
its flames, both the name and doctrine of the
distinguished reformer. . But the trials they
- were called on to endure in the cause of the
Lord, served but to confirm the faith of the suf-
ferers, while the zeal of those who were expelled
from their homes, never failed to convert the
fact of their dispefsion, into & means of exten-
ding the influence of the obmexious doctrines
more widely. .

Towards the .close of the twelfth century,
another celebrated witness for the truth ap-
peared, in the person of Peter Waldo, an opu-
lent merchant of Lyons, in France, who became
known in that city, as an opposer of Romish

*
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superstition, and a tealous advocate of what has
since been called the reformed faith. ~ His supe-
rior education enabled him to study the Latin
version of the Seriptures, and being thus made
aware of the dangerous errors of the Romish
Church, he determined to separate from her
communion. There was much in the character
and conduct of Waldo, to endear him to the
eommunity of which he was a member, and for
a season he found protection in his rank, con-
nections, and the grateful attachment of the
multitude. At length the papal power thought
it prudent to seek to root out a heresy which
threatened to sap the foundations of their au-
thority and influence. 'Waldo and his follow-
ers were cut off from all communion with the
faithfnl, unless they would renounce their
ereed. Such of the Lyonese as should venture
to offer them shelter, were threatened with the
vengeance of the Church.. The expelled Wal-
denses, did not, however, desist from their
labours, but continued to propagate their doc-
trines through various parts of Europe, into
which they had been driven by the violence of
their enemies, and though harassed in all quar-
ters, they nevertheless continued to exist as & .
faithful remnant, until the age of Luther.
To check the progress of opinions which were

-
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fn such direct opposition to the policy of the
Romish Church, was an object too important to
be overlooked. As seriptural piety declined, it
had long since begn deemed expedient to supply
‘a substitute, in a species of ceremonial sanetity,
and thus the clergy had become distinguished
by certain peculiarities which were intended to
deceive the credulous and superstitious, and
draw forth their homage. Celibacy had been
introduced among them, thongh unwarranted
by Scripture, in order that they might be pre
sented to the eyes of the laity, as a body de-
tached from the weakness and partialities which
were declared inseparable from the ties of fam-
.ily affection, and the claims of domestic. duty. .
Monastic life had also been advocated, and an
example set, in the person ef Anthony, an illit-
. erate youth of Thebais, in Egypt. In the fourth
century, he had voluntarily séparated himself"
from all the ties of domestic affection, and after
reducing himself to great poverty, had passed
twenty years of his life in one solitary abode or
enother ; —he afterwards formed a monastic es-
tablishment, and collected around him a number
of devoted disciples, who emulated his example.
After his death, structures were multiplied
through the East, for the reception of his fol-
lowers, while, in the West, many were soon .
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found treading in his footsteps, and becoming
the founders of new societies. For a while,.the
Pontiffs considered it a matter of policy, to en-
courage these habits of seclusion, and often
called the members of monastic establishments
to important offices in the Church, but after the
lapse of some centuries, they learned to regard
with jealous eyes the increasing power and influ-
ence which they obtained over the public. mind,

and used considerable efforts to deprivg them of

" their fame.

The papal power had recourse to another ex-
peslient, in the vain hope of counteracting the
influence exerted by the elevated tone of prin-
ciple and practice, which prevailed among the
dissenting sects. It was for this purpose, that
the order of preaching or begging friars was in-
stituted. It was hoped, that the vows of poverty,
assumed as a mark of distinction by the monks
of the orders of St. Dominic and St. Francis,
would secure them from the corruptions which
so extensively prevailed among the regular cler-
gY» and that by this means they would be inves~
ted with a reputation for sanctity, which would
in a measure neutralize the influence obtained "
by the reformets.

This profession of poverty, proved, however,
a frequent cover for the grossest sensuality, and
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the orders which adopted it, were, of course, far
from being effectual agents, in accomplishing the
designs of those by whom the project had been
devised. The mendicant orders had soon an-
other office assigned them. They were with lit-
tle difficulty placed at the head of that political
machinery known by the name of the Inquisi-
tion, recently framed by the authority of Rome,
for the rooting out of heresy, and which, for the
malignant spirit which first suggested it, or for
the despotism and persevering cruelty which
have characterized its operations during its
whole existence, has never, perhaps, been equal-
led, and certainly not surpassed, in the annals
of mankind. - The mendicants were now sent
forth, as the tools in the hands of the papacy, °
and were directed to search for, and apprehend,
the persons of heretics, wherever concealed, or
suspected of being concealed. In the cells of
- their doleful prison-houses, the unhappy victims
of cruel bigotry, suffered every species of tor-
ture; and from thence, were often conducted to
. the stake, ignorant alike of their crime, their
" accusers, or the evidence by which thef were
condemned. Within the limits of Castife and
Arragon alone, eighteen courts of inquisition
were established, each with its prisons and its
gradation of offiers; while, from the whole,
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not less than twenty thousand of the mendi-
cants were sent forth, as spies, or as ravening
wolves, among the various folds of Christ’s
flock, scattered through the country, in order to
detect, punish, and, if possible, extirpate, the
seeds of heresy.

‘But the signs of a more open and universal .
opposition soon became so apparent, that the
haughty Innocent III. determined, in the com-
mencement of the thirteenth century, to pro-
ceed to still more summary methods of dealing
with the audacious heretics. He scrupled not
to seek their destruction, by fire and by the
sword; and in order to further his plans, “he
promised indulgences to all such as should dis-
tinguish themselves in this bloody and impious
cause. Crusades were proposed and carried
‘on, against the unhappy Albigenses and Wal-
denses, headed by cruel bigots; among whom,
the most distinguished for his unrelenting spirit,
was Simon de Montfort, an English nobleman.
Cities and fortresses were beseiged and taken,
and their inhabitants indiscriminately murdered,
in defiance of the claims of youth or sex, and
often in the face of the most solemn promises of
safety and protection. On one occasion, when -
a city was conquered by the crusaders, and the
question was raised, how should the faithful be
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- distinguished from the beretics? the Abbot of
Citeaux gave the memorable answer, ¢ Kill them
all, the Lard will know.well, those who are his.”
This is but a specimen of the combined cruelty -
and bigotry which actuated these furious zealots,
and urged them on to such deeds of violence, as
make us blush, for our common noture. This
system of outrage extended over the southern
poction of the kingdom of France, where it
was perpetuated for more than twenty years,
and at an expense of a million of human lives.

More than a century elapsed, from the com-
mencement of these bloody crusades, to the
time of Wycliffe’s pulific appearance; and du-
ring this period, the sky of the Christian firma-
ment was thickly overspread with dark and.
ominous clouds. The attempts of the Walden-
ses and Albigensés to restore a purer faith,
to human eyes, appeared a total failure. The
appalling cruelties by which-the doctrines of
these reformers had been met and crushed,
seemed to have paralyzed the public mind, and
made it tremblingly ' alive to the danger of
broaching such again. The few who still dared .
to think of openly opposing the corruptions of the:
Romish Church, were looked upon as little re-

- moved from the mental weakness which charac-
terizu‘childhood, while they were dccused of
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being animated with a malignant impiety, and
of tampering with evil spirits. In the conti-
nental states, this appears to have been the light
in which they were regarded by sovereigns, no-
bles, and the majority of the clergy, during the
century which preceded the appearance of Wye-
liffe. It is therefore probable, that whatever, in
the outward circumstances of society, was influ-
ential in the formation of his character, was
pecauliar to the institutions of his own country.
‘When William of Normandy came into pos-
" session of the English crown, he found his sub-
jects in the habit of referring the decision of all
causes in dispute among them, to a bench of
judges, composed of the clergy, and secular
magistrates. He soom, however, effected a
change, and decreed, that such causes as were
merely civil, should be reserved to the jurisdic~
tion of the secular magistrates alome, for con-~
sideration ; while to the clergy should pertain the
eognizance of all sueh offences as were commit-
ted by, or charged upow, their own order, or on
such of the laity as had violated any of the can-
ons of the Church. This separating line be-
tween the civil and ecclesiastical power, was,
howeggr, never very clearly defined, nor were
the consequences resulting from this state of
things seriously felt, until the reign of Henry
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IL. That monarch had incautiocusly appointed
the most laxurious churchman of his age, to the
highest office in the English Church, in the
hope, that as he bad been raised to this distinction
by court favour, so would he use his influence,
as Archbishop of Canterbury, to further his
* master’s wishes, by subjecting clerical offenders-
to the judgment of the civil tribunal. But'in
the case of Becket, as of others before, and after
him, change of circumstances led to the adop-
tion of an entirely different line of conduct.
As a courtier, and his monarch’s favorite associ-
ate in business or pleasure, he had been willing
to conform his habits to the wishes of his master,
but when elevated to the primacy, a new sphere
was opened for his ambition, and he soon be-
came distinguished - as the champion of the
rights of the priesthood, and the determined op-
ponent of Henry’s measures.

Years of conflict passed away; and finally,
Becket fled to France, to escape the vengeanece
of Henry; there, sheltered by the political ri-
val of the English monarch, the primate was
enabled to maintain a disastrous struggle with
his royal master, the issue of which is familiar
to every reader of English history. Henry de-
clared his innocence of Becket’s murder, and
expressed deep lamentations at hie imprudence
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sud hastiness of speech, which had caunsed such
violent proceedings, and even put on sackcloth
and ashes, as a token of humillation; he yet,
however, contrived to retain the substance of
the power which bad occasioned this protracted
and angry dispute. It was left to the more
vigorous policy of the first Edward, to bring
this matter to a decided issue. He reserved the
final judgment of every clerical criminal to the
suthority of the Church; but he also provided
that this decision should be preceded by an in-
vestigition before a legal tribunal, where the
conviction of the accused, should be followed
" by a forfeiture of his entire property to the
King, excepting in certain specified cases. To
t the increase of power and wealth, ari-
sing from the large landed property, held by
the clergy of England, Edward I framed his
celebrated statute of Mortmain, which, while it
secured to that order their present estates, pre-
vented any further increase to them. More
than one occasion was offered, during the reign
of this monarch, to test the comparative strength
of the civil and clerical influence in the nation,
snd by his vigorous and summary conduct on
such occasions, Edward continued to decide the
ocoptest in favour of the crown.
Thus, before the time of Wycliffe, the usur-
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pations of the papal power had been deeply felt
_ by the sovereigns and nobility, as well as by the
dergy and peeple of England; and numerous,
but not very effectual attempts, had been made,
to establish a power, which should have the pre-
cedence over the Church. An influence was
thus excited, which was calculated strongly to
foster the spirit of reformation which was latent
in the hearts of the English nation, and which
was destined to be called out, and quickened
into a flame, by the instrumentality of the sub-
ject of this memoir. Men were every where to
be met with, who reprobated the conduct and
spirit exhibited by many of the Pontiffs, and
other “influential personages in the Romish
Church, who could yet stigmatize with heresy,
any attempt that might be made, openly, to sep-
arate from her communion. To believe that
spiritual blessings might be obtained, apart from
the established sacraments of the Romish
Chureh, or that such rites could be adminis-
tered by any but her authorized clergy, deman-
ded habits of systematic enquiry, and of mental
and moral courage, which had not been mani-
fested in England, before the latter half of thc
fourteenth century. -

The situation of that kingdom, was some-
what peculiar, during the period ip which thess
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persecutions were carried on against the conti-
mental sectaries which are elsewhere described.
The tenets of the Albigenses and Waldenses,
appear, not even to have been definitely known,
in that island, and her most enlightened histori-
ans of that age are found giving credence to
the calumnies of their enemies, and expressing
approbation at the conduct of their cruel
persecutors. The fact, that these unhappy peo-
ple did not seek a Jodgment from the oppres-
sions under which they were groaning, within
the borders of England, cannot be accounted
for alone, on the ground of her insular position,
since & communication might hiave been opened,
through the provinces then held by the English
monarch, in France. 'We must seek for an ex-
planation elsewhere. In the year 1159, a bend
of zealous religionists, to the number of about
thirty, under the guidance of Gerard, their pas-
tor, had' sought refuge in England, and were
there convicted of an attempt to spread doc-
trines in opposition to the creed of the Romish
Church. By the orders of Henry II. of Eng-
land, they were publicly whipped, and branded
on the forehead, and interdicted from all inter-
course with others. Gerard and his followers
endured the tortures of persecution, with the
spirit of the primitive martyrs. Despairing of
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subduing them by any other means, their cruel
enemies deprived them of shelter and food, and
exposed theni, with their lacerated bodies, to the
fary of the elements, by which means, it is be-
lieved that most of them were destroyed by a
miserable death. Another small body of secta-
ries, who arrived in England in the reign of
Johu, were burned at the stake. The report of
these proceedings spread over the continent, and
the name of Engdland becoming thus associated
with ideas of cruelty,—more especially after
the crusaders were headed by a nobleman of
that nation, the Earl of Leicester, it is not a
matter of surprise, that the unhappy Albigenses
and Waldenses learnéd to dread her shores.
Thus, owing to peculiar circumstances, for cen-
turies preceding the age of Wycliffe, England
was separated from intercourse with foreign sec-
taries, and the spirit of reformation was destined
to originate by the mstrumentallty of - agents,
pecullarly ber own.

The state of soclety, durmg that period, also
lent its influence, in giving a colouring to the -
religious condition of the nation. The nobles
and the people, stood at such an immensurable
distance from each other, that, by sowe of the
former, the fact was called in question, of the
Jower orders being the inberitors of immortal
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natures. Commerce had yet not created that
wholesome intervening influence, which is at
present felt, in its practical effects, throughout
the community; neitber had literature exerted
her power, in elevating the eonditiom of the
lower orders; om the contrary, she helped te
separate the rich and the poor still more widely,
for the facilities of obtaining an education were
then utterly beyond the means of the latter.
The Scriptures were unknown to the people,
and the clergy dreamed not of enlightening
their minds by means of preaching. Near the
close of the thirteenth century, an English
Archbishop complained, in a clerical assembly,
that this part of pastoral duty had been so
widely neglected, as to reduce a large portion of
the English nation to the state of ¢ the poor and
needy, who seek water and there is none, and
whose tongues fail for thirst.” To remedy this
dreadful evil, the primate enforced upon his pa-
rochial clergy, a regular system of instruction,
to be pursued by them. Certain deadly sins
were to be denounced, and specified acts of
mercy were to be commended to the consciences
of their people, to whom they were severally
urged to.preach, four times a year, which was
the extent of the improvement contemplated.
‘While a lsrge proportion of the English cler-
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gy,h'omtheumeoftheconquelt,mdl!tgecf
Woycliffe, appears to have been actuated by low
and grovelling motives, and to have:been litte
sensible of the deep responsibility attached to
the sacred office, there had been some excep-
tions, not a few of whom had been found among
those holding the highest offices in the Church.
Such were Anselm® and Bradwardine,{ who at
different periods filled the Archbishopric of
Canterbury, and Fitz Ralph,t Archbishop of
Armagh, to whose piety, as well as learning, the
most authentic testimony. is furnished in- the
annals of church history.

The commercial spirit, which, during tbe
middle ages, was gradually diffused over the
countries of Europe, produced, in time, a great
change in the aspect of society; and though for
a season its progress was more inconsiderable in
England, than in many parts of the continent,
yet about the time of- Wycliffe, it was beginning
to exert a marked influence. Trade brought
" wealth into the country, and this led to incregsed
reﬁne,mqnt of society; the art of war, lost &
measure of its attracnons, while a taste for liter-
ature, and a spirit “of political xmpmvemenlg
were substituted in its place,

* Beo Appendix H.
} Bee Appendix B, -
{ Bee Appendix 1. .
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During many centuries, the only means of
acquiring knowledge, had been found within the
walls of monasteries, and these advantages had
been almost exclusively confined to those who
were candidates for the sacred office. Alfred
and Charlemagne, had been ardently desirous
to diffuse more widely, among their subjects, the
benefits of instruction; but after their death,
the learning of their respective countries, was,
for ages, almost wholly derived from the ranks
of the clergy. The leisure which was enjoyed
by the inmates of monastic establishments, gave
them facilities for the multiplication of books,
which enabled them to confer benefits on society
at large.

As the clergy became enervated by luxury
and improper indulgences, the credit of their
schools gradually decreased, but their pupils had
acquired such a spirit of improvement, that
they were not inclined to suffer the literary insti-
tutions of their countfy to be destroyed, on ac-
count of the incompetence of those, who had
been heretofore their supporters and official su-
perintendents.

The consequence of this increased stimulus
to literary effort, was, that in the twelfth cen-
tury, schools had multiplied so greatly in Eng-
land, that they had become the boast of numerons
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towns, and even of villages. It is true, that
many of them imparted only the mere rudiments
of learning, while others aspired to teach the
same branches as formed the subject of instrnc-
tion at Oxford and Cambridge. The history of
the former,~—it being the principal scene of
‘Wycliffe’s labours, and closely connected with
the formation of his peculiar opinions, must, from
that circumstance alone, ever be an object of
interest to Protestant Christians. Alfred has
been generally considered as the founder of this
- University, which continued to be a place of
instruction, until the time of the conquest,
though for a century after, its existence as a
literary imstitution, is not accurately ascertained.
In 1088, it consisted of less than two hundred
and fifty buildings; in 1141, it was destroyed
by fire; and in 1191, it was nearly consumed
again, in the same manner. The town, from
this latter period, assumed a more imposing ap-
pearance; its houses, which had heretofore been
of wood, with thatched roofs, were now re-built
of stones; and tiles, or lead, took the place of.
the more humble covering of straw. Lectures
on civil law, were delivered there, during the
reign of Steplien, by the fame of which, pupils
were attracted, even from Paris; and some years
later, the students collected there, amounted to
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four thousand. Previous to the thirteenth cen-
tury, the pupils had been scattered about, among
the inhabitants; but in 1249, they were all col-
lected under one roof. This plan appears to
have succeeded admirably, since at the time of
Woycliffe’s boyhood, which wes about a century
after, Oxford contained several collegiate estab-
lishments, of established reputation, and num-
bered thirty thousand students.

We have briefly described, in our first chap-
ter, the circle of sciences which formed the sub-
ject of academical instruction in the time of
our reformer, which must be borne in mind,
while seeking to form a just estimate of his
character. The undue importance attached to
the philosophy of the schoolmen, was the prom-
inent feature in the learning of those days, and
it has been pronounced, by good judges, deci-
dedly unfriendly to the formation of the charac-
ter of a statesman, and a patron of learning.
‘When Wycliffe, however, entered upon his des-
tined vocation, in working out, under provi-
dence, the religious emancipation of his coun-
try, by daring boldly to advocate the right of
private judgment, and the duty of freely circu-
lating the Scriptures among the people of his

- country; when he stood forth, as the champion
of his country’s civil freedom, against popish
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exaction and oppression, and when he sought,
though as a subordinate advantage, to elevate
and purify the dialect of his country, he was, at
that time, a resident of the University of Oxford,
and ardently- attached to those studies, whose
tendency has been pronounced decidedly un-
friendly to ‘the formation of such a character as
he subsequently exhibited. It may have been, -

_that his naturally ardent character required

some such process, to temper its zeal, and impart
a more cautious spirit, in dealing with crafty
and designing adversaries; but that he was
not unfitted, thereby, for his work, will be evi-
dent to all dispassionate readers of his life.
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" CHAPTER IIL

WrcLirre had scarcely entered on manhood,
when a dark cloud cast its shadow .over the
whole face of European society, obscuring the
light of -the divine countenance, and causing
trembling and astonishment to take hold of the
hearts of -men. To a mind, constituted like
that of our reformer, a judgment, so severe in
itself, and so- deplorable in its effects on the
bodily and spiritual condition of his countrymen,
could not have been contemplated without deep
emotion. ’

It was in the year 1345, that a pestilence,
more direful in its consequences than any other
recorded in history, broke out in Tartary, and
from thence passsed, with fearful rapidity, over
many of the countries of Asia, into Egypt. It
was wafted across the Mediterranean, to Greece,
and the other countries of Europe bordering on
that sea; and having reached Italy, it scaled the
Alpine summits, and from thence proceeded, on
its commissioned work, into almost every portion
of Europe; destroying, it is computed, on an
average, one-third of the inhabitants. Even
the "island of Iceland, was not shielded, in its
northern latitude, and by its insular position.
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The Rev. Mr, Henderson informs us, in the jour-
nal of his travels through that island, that he
found one desolate spot, still bearing the name
of “the valley of the shadow of death,” in
commemoration of its desolation by the fearful
pestilence of the fourteenth century. For the
space of two years, the work of destruction
went ‘on, with little abatement; and during its
continuance, various parts of the European con-
tinent were severely shaken by earthquakes.
From the latter calamity, England was exempt;
but she experienced, in its stead, another, of a
different kind, in the shape of violent rains,
which continued, with scarcely any cessation, to
deluge the kingdom, from. the month of June
to that of December. In the August following,
the long-dreaded malady which had been devas-
tating the rest of Europe, broke out, in the
island, at Dorchester; and by November, ex-
tended its ravages to London, where, in the
space of a few months, it destroyed many thou-
sands of its inhabitants.

At this time, Wycliffe had reached his twenty-
fifth year; and his mind, naturally disposed to
reflection, began seriously to enquire wherefore
the Lord was thus dealing with his creatures.
He saw the pestilence passing from man, to the
brute creation; the accused crimimal and his
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prosecutor, the debtor and his creditor, passive
alike, under the uanatural excitement; the
ground, no longer tilled, left to bring forth its
produce spontaneously; the timid, ignorant, and
superstitious, having recourse to such vain devi~
ces as were suggested by their own disordered
minds, or by their crafty priests, who, even in
such awful seasons, forgot not their love of
lucre, but sought to take advantage of the
favourable opportunity for adding to their
worldly stores. Rumour, as usual, magnified
the evil, and reported that one-tenth, only, of
the human family had escaped destruction,
whereas the mast authentic statements represent
those spared, as amounting to at least a half of
the population of the globe. Even admitting
the most moderate calculations to have been the
most correct, we shall be convinced that Wyc-
liffe must have seen sufficient, deeply to affect
bis mind, and to account for the solemnity of
feeling, with which he was ever wont, in after
life, to retrace these scenes. He looked upon
this judgment, as having been sent, as a chas-
tisement for the crying sins of that generation ;
and he earnestly desired and hoped, that it
might not have been sent in-vain, but that it
might be made the means of exciting the
clergy to a more faithful discharge of their
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duty, and of better preparing the minds of ‘the
people to listen to their instructions. In both
respécts, he was disappointed; for in both in-
stances, the depraved only became hardened in
iniquity., Even while the country was being
swept by the Almighty, as with the besom of des-
truction, the dwellings into which the messenger
of divine wrath had entered, were frequently
plundered, by fearless ruffians; while, in others,
the victims of contagion were left, by husbands,
or wives, parents, or children, (as the relative
situation of the diseased happened to be,) to die
solitary and cheerless deaths. It was at this pe-
riod, when death had entered into- almost every
dwelling, and when, as in Egypt of old, from
the palaces of the rulers and nobles of the land,
down -to - the lowly dwellings of the peasant,
there were scarce any in the which there was
not one stricken victim of pestilence ;—it was
then, that the rank and beauty of England were
assembléd, by her monarch, Edward IIL, to
witness his ‘institution of the “Order of the
Garter.” The labouring classes became inspired
by the demon of avarice, and demanded, in
their several vocations, the most exorbitant com-
pensation for every service performed, however
trifling, or necessary to be discharged; until, at
length,smyal proclamations were issued and en-
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forced, to check this serious evil ; but even these
measures, in many instances, proved ineffectual.

Wycliffe was led to eonjecture, that these
fearful visitations of God’s providence, were in-
timations, that the day of the second coming of
the Lord Jesus was near at hand; and he was.
induced to believe that the fourteenth ecentury
was to be ¢ the last age of the Chureh.” Influ-
enced by these impressions, he desired to lead -
bis countrymen {o the consideration of those
things which should tend te ensure their ever-
Jasting happiness, that so that day might not
overtake them, as a thief in the night. Actua-
ted by these motives, the subject of this memoir
first appeared before the public,-in the character
of an author,—as the writer of a tract, entitled
“the last age of the Church,” published in
1356, when he had entered on his thirty-second
year. : » :

It was natural that men of a serious and re-
flecting cast of character should have been led
seriously “to inquire, what were the probable
reasons, which had induced the Divine Being
to send this severe judgment upon the world.
The mass of the population of Britain, how-
ever, at that period, were still under the bondage
of superstition and ignorance, and knew little
of the simple and holy precepts of the Bible.
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Instead, therefore, of searching into their own
besrts, and seeking to detect what there existed
which was displeasing to God, and likely to have
provoked his just indignation, they contented
themselves with looking only at the surface of
things; and, while conscious that they were suf-
fering under the effects of God’s displessure,
foolishly imagined it to have originated wholly
in certain practices, which had reference chiefly
to the external deportment; thus, they consid-
ered the most crying sins of the age, to be.the
wearing of silken hoods, bushy beards, and es-
pecially the long-toed shoes, which were then in
vogue. So much easier is it, for the depraved
heart of man, to “make clean the outside of
the cup or platter,” than. to purify the inner
man.

With Wyeliffe, the case was far different;
be had diligently studied the Bible, and called
to mind the express declaration of Him who
knew what was in man, and who bad said that
it was ‘“that which cometh out of the man,
from within, out of the heart of man, that de-
fileth the man.” He therefore sought to lay
bare to public view, those sins, on aecount of
which, he supposed God'’s displeasure to have
been excited. He hesitated not, to tell his cler-
ical brethren, that he considered the main cause
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of that chastisement, under which Enrope was
groaning,-.to bave been, the vices of their
-order. .He declared, that “from the prophet to
the priest, every man dealt falsely—that they
had been eating up God’s peop}e as it were
bread—and that the cry of their sins had risen
up to heaven.” And be warned them of the
probability of heavier approaching judgments,
im case-they did not repent. He reminded his
readers, that when the Redeemer was about
entering upon his ministry, he began first to pu-
rify the temple, marking, by bis conduct on that
occasion, that the main cause of the iniquity of
the Jewish nation, was furnished, by the fact
that their priests, as a body, had become so cor-
rupt.

‘We are led to believe, from thxs tract of
Wyeliffe’s, - that a lamentable defection had
taken place in the general character of the
priesthood, and from henceforth, he seems to
have taken his position, as a devout opponent of
- those corruptions. Some years elapsed, before
he again appeared publicly, as an author; but
we cannot suppose that they passed unim-
proved, or without his making strenuous efforts
to oorrect the evils of the times, and to diffuse
the knowledge of those precious truths, which
he had himself acquired, by the faithful perusal
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of the Word of God. He had, at this time,
but lately entered upon life;. and his sentiments,
opinions, principles, prejudices, and habits, were
yet: to be-settled, and rectified from ervor,
by that.course of severe moral discipline througb
which his Lord had designed him to pass. His
mind was already so far raised above the ordi-
nery level, as to unfit him to adopt the habits,
and to conform to ‘the views, of the mass of
society, by whom he was surrounded. But
years of arduous-exertion,—the rude conflict of
man with man,—the storms of haman life, bod-
ily infirmities, disease, and old age, yet remained,
to exert their hallowed influence, in purifying
and ennobling him, and elevating his nature, to
that lofty stature and fulness in the divine life, -
to which he was destined to attain.

At the period of the publication of this tract,
which contained the first public exposure by
Wrycliffe, of the gross corruptions of the Romish
Church, an open conflict was' commenced be-
tween him and that mighty power, which was;
destined to terminate only with his life, and the- -
results of which, were to be of infinite impom:
tance. to- the Church of :(God, to ramotest gens .
erations. :

1}



70 LIFE OF WYCLIFFE.

CHAPTER 1IV.

‘'WHEN noticing the disastrous consequences

which resulted from the pestilence which devas-

tated England in the fourteenth century, we
remarked that a proclamation was issued, by
royal- authority, in order to remedy the evils
which had thus been brought on the English
nation. Some parts of this edict were intended
to check the extravagant demands of the labour-
ing classes, who presumed to take advantage of
the circumstances in which the higher orders of
society were placed. Another evil, however,

was deemed deserving of remedy, which sprang .

from ‘the large body of mendicants, who were
thrown upon the public, for relief. The Eng-
lish monarch prohibited the succouring of all
such as should be pronounced capable of servis
tude. He was well aware, however, that there
was one numerous class in his kingdom, who,
though strangers to labour, and depending, for
support, on the alms of others, were yet out of
the reach of his proclamation ; for, with them,
“the habit of begging was assumed, as an essen-
tial feature of their religious profession. -

In a previous chapter, we noticed the institution

of the order of mendicants or begging friars, as
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s matter of papal policy. In the fourteenth
centary, this class had so greatly multiplied, 25
to form a striking feature in the religious system
of the age; and their history is too strikingly .
associated with that of Wiycliffe, to be passed
over without some comment, by his biographers.
- In the year 1860, the subject of this memoir
became distinguished, at Oxford, by publishing -
his censures on the evil practices of the begging
friars; and, from this period, he was ranked, by
thiem, as one of their most powerful and detested
-opponents.. -

Worycliffe, however, was not the first individ-
wal of eminence, who had presumed to call in
question the' principles and practices of this
body. :

In the latter end of the thlrteenth century,
the celebrated Grosstete, Bishop of Lincoln,*
had ventured to. denounce the profession of
poverty made by the Dominican and Franciscan
monks, as being a mere cover to a system 'of
fraud and extortion. Still later, and- just prior
to the public appearance of Wycliffe, we find:
Ricbard Fitz Ralph, Archbishop of Armagh,
engaged 'so warmly in a contest with the men-~
dicants, ag, in consequence, to be. summoned by
the-pope, to answer for his conduct, at the papal

* See Appendix D,
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curt. When called before the presence of the
pontiff and his assembled cardinals, he did not
hesitate to repeat his former charges against the
character of this religious body. ‘But his ene-
mies, though unable to silence him, found means
to embitter the remainder of his life, which was
‘passed in hardship and danger, brought on him
in consequence of his opposition to, and expo-
sure of, the scandalous practices of the begging
friars. One thing, which especially excited the
indignation of Fita Ralpb, against the mendi-
cants, was, the evils which he saw resulting to
the University of Oxford, from their malign in-
fluence.. Not content with seeking to thrust
themselves into official stations in that great lit-
erary institution, they had industriously em-
ployed every means in their-power, to seduce
the most promising students to renounce a colle-
giate life, and to emrol themselves in the ranks
of their order. So successful were they in these
attempts, in many instances, that at length a
panic was thereby created in the hearts of pa-
rents, who shrunk, tremblingly, and not unnat-
urally, from sending their promising sons to the
halls of the university, lest by so doing, they
might be lending their: efforts to consign their
children to lives of beggary, which would sepa~
. Tate them from the ties of home and kindred.
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So widely did.this alarm spread; among the
higher classes, that in consequenice of it, within
the recollection of Fitz Ralph himself, the num-
ber of students at the university had diminished
from thirty thousand, to six theusand.
Wycliffe’s residence at Oxford, must have af-

. forded opportunities for remarking the unfortu~

nate influence exerted upon the condition of the
university by this same cause, and he soon under-
fook to open the eyes of the public, .and con-
vince them of the deception nnder which they
were labouring. It was no light or short-lived
controversy in which he was now engaged ; some .
of the strongest minded men of the age, ap-
peared as his opponents; the principles involved
in. the cantest, were franght with interest to the
spiritual welfare of mankind at large, and led to
results more momentous to the well being of the
Church, than any witich had engaged her atten~
tion since the age of the apostles.

So successfully did Wycliffe handle his argu-
ments, that -the mendicants, foiled and irritated,
appealed to the pope, who, as might naturally
have been expected from the policy common to
the caurt of Rome, readily listened to the pleas
of those, who for so. long a' period had been
ready to further the schemes.of aggrandizement
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which had been devised and carried on, by a
succession of pontiffs.

Fitz Ralph, in the course of his controversy
with the mendicants, had drawn up a list of the
points of doctrine and practice, in which he
considered them to be the most defective; these
were entitled his * Conclusions,” and were main-~
tained boldly by him, in the very presence of
Innocent VI. and his assembled cardinals.
These * Conclusions” of Fitz Ralph were pub-
lished by him,-at Rome, and . have been handed
down to the present age. They must necessa~
rily have been known to Wiycliffe; and it is a
matter of regret, that among the voluminous
writings of this great adversary of the mendi-
cants, there should not have been hitherto found,
any composition of his, on this particular sub-
ject, to which we can, with certainty, affix so
early a date as that of 1360. It seems, how-
ever, to be a point unanimously agreed on, both
by his friends and his enemies, that that was the
period of his entrance on his contest with that
formidable body, with respect to whom, his ex-
tant compositions furnish but one unvarying
‘opinion. His chief grounds of opposition to
them, were summed up by him, in a treatise,
entitled, *Objections against the orders of Fri-
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ars,” the re-pubhcatlon ‘of which, was among
his latest labours. The advocates of the men-
* dicants contended that the institution of this
order was a blessing, conferred by Providence,
on the Church. Wiycliffe, on the contrary,
maintained that if it had originated in the wis-
dom of the Almighty, his design in its bestow-
ment must have been, as a chastisement to the
people; in the same way that a king had been
given to. the Israelites of old. The ostensibly
self-denying habits of the begging friars, and
their renunciatioh of the world, were professedly
in imitation of the example of our Lord and
his chosen disciples. . This assertion insensibly led
to the habit of appealing to the Scriptures, in
order to obtain such a knowledge of the pre-
_cepts there embodied, as might serve the pur-
poses of argumentation or confutation, and also
for the purpose of -obtaining the sanction of
their authority. The motives which thus im-
pelled a certain class to search the Scriptures,
were certainly far from being such as the Word of
God requires as-impelling to the exercise of this
duty; nevertheless, one important point was
hereby gained ; the oracles of -divine truth were
once more brought forth from under the dense
covering by which they bad- been so leng
shrouded, and were elevated before the eyes of

ot
Pt
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thé world, as entitled to & certsin degree of
homage. Those who were displeased with the
novel services or habits of life assumed by the
friars, were very naturally led to enquire whether
any warrant was to be found for them, in the
book of inspiration; and it not unfrequently
happened that those who went to the study of
Scripture, in order to ascertain what foundation
existed there, for the principles and practices en-
forced by the mendicant clergy, came away from
the task, fully armed with arguments to refute
them. It is more than probable, that it was by
continually repeating this process of investiga-
tion, that Wiycliffe'’s mind became fully con-
vinced of the sufficiency of Scripture to en-
lighten the understanding of every sincere and
faithful enquirer, as to the points of faith and
" duty. This habit of enlightened dependance
on the teaching of God’s Word, was no ordi-
nary attainment in that age, when the right of
private judgment was so generally drawn in
question, and we must not euppose that our re-
former had so far thrown off the shackles of so-
perstition, as to believe it fully, when he first ap-
peared as the opponent ‘of the corruptions of
the Romish Church.

‘We shall not pretend to enter-into-a detsil of
Wrydliffe’s. treatise aguinst the mendicants, buy



LIFE 0¥ WYCLIYFR V£

shall content ourselves with noticing some few of
his . objections. He hesitated not, to assert
plainly, that they hindered the progress of the
gospel, and were frequently very defective in
their moral conduct ; that they were in the habit
of -persecuting, imprisoning, and even of putting
to death, such persons, not of their order, as
they found travelling about, seeking “to sow
God’s Word among the people;” that they pub-
licly taught, that without a license from the sec-
ular authorities, no man ought to be suffered to
preach the gospel to the people, although ¢ the
preacher possess never so much knowledge of
God’s law, and power and will to work after
that knowledge; and the sovereign be never so
depraved of life, ignorant of God's law, and a
foe to the souls of Christian-men.” He farther
accuseil them, of craftily dealing with young
people, in order to persuade them to assume the
habit of their order; of shamefully violating the
self-denying habits which had been established
by their foundess, and of living in actual volup-
tuousness, while they professed to adopt a life of
poverty, and to renounce the world. He de-
clared, ‘that the suthority of the pope was con-
sidered by them as paramaunt to that of the
Redeemer, and the laws of the land as of infe-
rior obligation to theee of the court of Rome.
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It will be readily imagined, that the friars
were startled by hearing their opponent come
out so boldly, and denounce their errors, in the
face of the public. Others, indeed, had previ-
ously sought to reform the body in certain par-
ticulars, but Wycliffe contended that the whole
institution was radically corrupt, and the design
of it fraught with evil to the religions commu-
nity, and therefore was to be lopped from the
body of the Church, at whatever sacrifice, as an
offending member. Many, indeed, have en-
deavoured to cast opprobrium on the conduct of
the reformer at this crisis,—accusing him of col-
ouring his statements through the violence of his
passions, and of representing the vices of the
mendicants thus strongly, not from their errors

-really conflicting so much with the truth, as be-
cause their opinions and prejudices were diamet--
rically opposed to his own. But it is important

. to observe, in reply to these charges, that Wyc-

- liffe’s statements were grounded on facts, which,
as they were professedly of public notoriety,
could have been contradicted, if misstated; and
of course, as a natural consequence, we may pre-
sume to decide upon his assertions being verita-
ble, since no one has arisen to confute them:

As the University of Oxford had found its

prosperity materially affected by the machina-
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tions of the mendicants, who had been the
means of greatly diminishing the number of
her students, it will not be a matter of surprise
to find her ready to award preferment to him,
who had distinguished himself so greatly in the
contest, as the advocate of her rights. The
year 1360 has been mentioned, as that in which
Wycliffe rendered himself conspicuous, by his
seal in opposing the begging friars. It was in
the year subsequent, that the society of Balio}
College presented him to the living of Filling-
ham, a benefice of great value, situated in the dio-
cese of Lincoln. By so daing, a public testimony
in his favour was awarded, which manifested the
sense entertained of the obligations conferred by
him, on the university to which the living was at-
tached. In the course of the following twelve-
month, he was promoted to the wardenship of
Baliol Gollege; at the expiration of four years,
he appears to have resigned this situation, and
accepted a similar office at Canterbury Hall, in
the same university. This latter society was at
that time of recent foundation, having then
been lately instituted,.by Simon Islep, Arch-
Bishop of Canterbury, to whose friendship
Wrycliffe was indebted for his call to that hon-
ourable post. This prelate appears to have
formed a happy exception to what may-be con-
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sidered the general character of the higher or-
ders of the Church, at that period. - He was
celebrated for his attachment to the cause of
morality, and of sound learning; was, from
principle, and in practice, opposed to the luxu-
rious habits, common at that time among dig-
nitaries of the Church, and was, indeed, so little
disposed to be lenient in his judgment of cleri-
«cal delinquents, that, by all such, who came
under his supervision, he was regarded with a
fear, which, in some cases, amounted to terror.
The appointment of Wycliffe to the presi-
dency of Canterbury Hall, must have afforded
no small gratification to his feelings, and it may
be copsidered as a public testimony to his learn-
ing and worth, which was very honourable to
bim, when we recollect the character of the pri-
mate by whom the selection was made. Like
most other distinctions of this world’s bestowing,
it was not to be enjoyed without considerable
alloy; for by his promotion to this very dignity,
he was exposed to no small inconvepience and
vexation. Canterbury Hall, which, as has been
remarked, was of recent institution at the time
of Wycliffe’s appointment, had been designed
by its founder, Islep, the Archbishop of Canter-
“bury, for the benefit of eleven scholars, of whom
three, exclusive of the warden, were to be selec»
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ted from ‘the monks of Canterbury, while the
other eight were to be chosen from the ranks of .
the secular clergy. The office of warden of
this institution, was first conferred on- a monk,
by the name of Woodhall, whose turbulent and
restless spirit was the ‘means of producing great
commotions- in the umiversity. Islep now saw
the error be had committed in selecting such a
character as that of 'Woodhall, to fill the respon-
sible post assigned him; and in the hope of rec-
tifying his mistake, determined to make a change
in the officers of his mmstitution. Woodhall
and the three monks who were his adherents,
being accordingly displaced, Wiycliffe, and
three of the secular clergy, were appointed in
their room. These changes had scarcely taken
place, when Islep died, in 1866, and the vacant
Archbishopric was filled by Peter Langham,
who, previous to his elevation to the primacy,
was the occupant of the see of Ely, but had
originally been a private monk. The displaced
mquks of Canterbury Hall, taking courage from
the fact of the mew primate having once be-
longed to their order, determined to make a:
vigorous effort to re-occapy their former pla-
ces. Although, at the time of Wycliffe's ap-
pomtment to his new office, the most honourable
tutlmony had been borne, by Islep, to his fitness
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for the pest, yet it was now found convenient by
Langham wxd the adherents of Woodhall, to
maintain that when the late primate had made
these changes in the institution, his faculties
were not in g state to render hiny competent to-
make a new election. Under this ples, there-
fore, the election of Wycliffe was pronounced
void by Langham, and Woodhall was restored
to his former office.

Wydliffc was conscious of the justice of his
cause, and desirous of proving to the world, that
- he had not reached the post of distinctien by
the crooked paths of intrigue and dissimulation.
He therefore submitted his present suit to the
arbitration of the pope, although fully aware
that be was not disposed to view his claimv with
partial eyes. The pontiff, foreseeing considera-
ble difficulties in settling the point in dispute,
prudently transferred the investigation of its
details, to one of his cardinals. Wycliffe was
kept in a state of tedious suspense for nearly
. faur years. When the decision of the pape
was finally made known, it was found not only
that the condugt of Langham was sanctioned
and his proceedings- confirmed, but that the
court of Rome had even presumed to issue a
decree in total opposition to the designs of the
founder of Canterbury Hall, by which it was de-
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cided that sone but monks had any right to a per-
manent place in the institution ; that all the secu-
lar clergy should be forthwith removed, and
Woodhall, with his partisan monks, restored.
From the fact that Wycliffe voluntarily sub-
mitted this matter to the arbitration of the pon-
tiff, we cannot but feel assured that at that time
be had neither rehnqtnshed his sentiments of def- -
erence towards the court of Rome, nor learned to
question the mtegnty of purpose of her spiritual
head, as he did in later years. The firmness
and christian simplicity which he exhibited at
this trying period of his life, are deserving of
our attentive consideration; and have ¢alled forth
commendations from those who do not profess
to be admirers of his character. He could not
be ignorant that his behaviour, during the time
in which his suit was pending, would be nar-
rowly watched, and reported at the papal court,
by some of the pumerous emissaries who were
employed by that power; consequently, had he
wished to bribe the pontiff to a favourable deci-
sion of his cause, he would undoubtedly bave at
least refrained from expressing his sentiments
with regard to a class of men recognized as the
agents of the court of Rome. We find, bow-
ever, that it was during this period he rendered
himself conspicuous as the enemy of papel cor-
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ruption, whether exhibited by the head of that
Church, or by the inferior orders of her priest’
hood. His pen was still employed, and his
voice heard,-advocating the claims of the uni~
versity, and defending her rights against the
aggressions of the mendicants. Neither was it
as the champion of Oxford merely, -that he’
came forward, in opposition to this order. - He-
also supported the cause-of the parochial clergy,
against the same designing class of men, who
scrupled not, to make attempts to supplant the
pastors of flocks, in the affections of their peo-
ple, if, by so doing, they could make themselves’
able more effectually to advance the interests of
their mother, the Church of Rome. .

It is about this period, that we hear of Wyc-’
liffe again, as a party in a controversy which
had recently arisen, between Edward the third
and Pope Urban the fifth. This pontiff had, in
1365, revived the papal claim of sovereignty
over the English realm, and by virtue of it, de-
manded the annual payment of a thonsand
marks by the English monarch, into the treasury
of Rome; the kingdoms of England and Ire-
land being, it was said, held-in fee of the succes-'
sors of St. Peter. Our readers will, of course,
recollect, that the origin of this claim, so galling
to the British nation, was the shameful surrender
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.of the erown, ade by King John, to Innocent
the third. So odious had this stipulation ever
been to the successors of that monarch, and to
-their subjects, that the formality of homage had
been continually evaded, and the payment of
the tribute repeatedly interrupted, from the
time of the accession of Henry the third, the
son and successor of John. In 1865 however,
Pope Urban the fifth bethought himself of revi-
ving his claim, which he enforced in a peremp-
tory manner. He not only required the pay-
ment of that year’s tribute, but also the settle-
ment of the heavy arrearages, due, as he con-
“tended, for the last thirty-five years, that being
- the time which had elapsed since the last pay-
ment. As if determined to render himself ob-
_noxious, in the highest degree, to the English
nation, Urban saw fit to accompany the enforce-
ment of this claim, with another, of a still-more
galling nature;—he required the formality of
homage to be tendered to himself, by the high
spirited Edward IIL.. On failure to comply with
these requisitions, the king was threatened with
a citation before the papal court, to answer for
such neglect to Urban, who declared himself to
be his civil and religious superior.
The conduct of Edward, on this occasion,
was such as might have been expected from a
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high-minded and martial prince, who was then
flushed with the victories of Cressy and Poictiers.
He submitted the insolent demands of the pon-
tiff to his parliament for their consideration,
and requested their opinion as to the course advi-
sable for him to pursue, on the occasion. The
influence of this branch of the English govern-
ment had rapidly increased during the progress of
the fourteenth century, and the commous had be-
come an important portion of the national legis-
lature; no statute affecting the interest of the
kingdom, could be considered valid, without the
sanction of the two houses of parliament. The
claim now submitted to them, was one in which
the national dignity was deeply concerned. Af-
ter a short season of deliberation, the bench of
bishops, with the peers and commons, returned
a unanimous answer to their sovereign, which
was a8 follows: ¢ Forasmuch as neither king
John, nor any other king, could bring this realm
and kingdom in such thraldom and subjection,
but by common consent of parliament, the
which was not done; therefore that which he
did was against his coronation-oath. If, there-
fore, the pope should attempt any thing against
the king by process, or other matters in deed,
the king, with all his subjects, should, with all
their force and power, resist the same.”
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Urban and his adheremts were, doubtless,
struck with amuzesnent, at this noble stand made
sgainst their encroachments, by the sovereign
-and parlisment of England; and from this
period the successors of Urban, learning wisdom
by his experience, prudently waived their claim
of sovereiguty over that high minded people.
However, there were not wanting individuals
weak enough to plead the cause of the pontiff,
and attetnpt to establish the legality of his
claims. A tract soon appeared, from the pen of
an anonymous monk, in which the writer chal-
lenged Wycliffe, by name, to prove the fallscy
of his arguments in support of thie pretensions
of the pope, and to maintain the recent decis-
ion of parliament. The party challenged, hesi-
tated not, to reply to his amago‘nist, though
fully aware that the anonymous writer had been
influenced by very questionable motives, in en~
tering on his work.

Woycliffe, at this time, had recently numbered
his fortieth year, and it is important to mark the
position which he occupied, at this period, in
the religious community, - Does not the fact of
bis having been singled out, as the adversary of
papal encroicbments—the Goliath, on whose
overthrow s0 much was depending, undeniably
prove, that the features of bis character were
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then not only formed, but publicly known.. If
-this be a fact, as it undoubtedly is, what shall
be said-to those who uncharitably and rashly
amaintain that Wycliffe was driven to extreme-
ties agajnst the papal power, by the vehemence
of feeling, excited by the publication of the
pope’s decision against him? How can the evi-
dence of facts be withstood by an unprejudiced
mind? The case stands thus, as far as we have
been able .to ascertain it:—In 1865, Wycliffe
appealed to Rome, when deprived of the war-
denship of Canterbury Hall by Langham; in
1867, while his suit was still pending, he received
. and answered the challenge of the anonymous
monk; in 1870, the pope issued his decision
against him. This is a point which should be
steadily maintained by the biographer of the
reformer, since on it the estimate formed of his
character, must materially depend. Had he,
under the influence of chagrin, and when soured
by disappointment in his worldly prospects,
been driven to the work of reformation by the -
impulse of resentment, we should regard him
personally, with comparatively little interest,
however deeply we might realize the value of
- the work achieved by him; but when we con-
template him as engaged in the attentive perusal
of the Word of God, and while thus occupied,



LIVE. OF WYCLIFVR. 88

finding the darkness of his natural mind gradu-
ally dispelled by the bright shining into it of
that light, which is above the brightness of the
firmament, and by the blaze thus enkindled,
discovering the gross errors prevalent around
him; when we find him, after having discovered
them himself, proceeding to the task of reforma-
tion, in the face of all the dangers which he
knew inseparable from the work; are we not
constrained to view the patriarch reformer with -
reverential respect and homage; more espe-
cially, when we remember that the eminent reli-
gious privileges enjoyed by us at the present
day, are in a great degree referable to his labo-
rious efforts in the cause of truth. i

- The anonymous tract published by his monk-
ish antagonist, has not been preserved, but the
substance of it is to be collected from Wycliffe’s
yeply. The writer seems to have been influ-
enced by various motives, all of which were of
a very questionable character. His first object
appears to have been to asperse the character of
the reformer, and thus deprive him of favour at
Rome, and prevent all hope of a favourable de~
" cision of his cause; the second, to purchasethe
favour of the pontiff, to himself and bis order;
.the third, to establish the. papal aathority in a
. more unlimited manner, to the end that the reli-
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gious orders might enjoy a gmm accumulation
of worldly property.
‘Wycliffe, in reply, described hxmself as the
king’s peculiar clerk, by which expression it is
understood, that he had been recently appointed
-cheplain to Edward the third. From this cir-
cumstarnce, in connection with others, we learn
that-the person as well as character of the refor-
mer was henceforward known at the English
court. He maintained, in answer to his antago-
nist, that it was a doctrine established by the law
of the land, and sanctioned by usage, that the
king and parliament of England might deny the
tribute claimed by the pope, and likewise subject
all clergymen to trial for a breach of the civil
law, and even proceed so far as to alienate the
possessions of the Church. These measures, he
admitted, were opposed to certain canons of the
Church, but denied their being contrary to the
maxims of civil law, or the precepts of Scrip-
ture. In order to substantiate these assertions,
he laid before his readers the substance of sev-
eral speeches delivered in a certain assembly of
secular lords, in reference to the claim lately ad-
vanced, by-the pope, on the English sovereign.
One of these, he informs us, declared that the
. tribute could be exacted only by right of con-
quest, and might therefore be refused, unless
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the pontiff resorted to force, to obtain it; if this
attempt should be made, the speaker expressed
his resolution to appeal to the same weapons, in
his turn. The next speaker maintained, that it
was incumbent on the successor of St. Peter, to
follow the example of the Saviour; apd since
he, when on earth, had not where to lay his
head, so should his ministers abstain from seek-
ing earthly power and possessions. Such being
the conduct required by Christ, of his clerical-
servants, it was contended there would be a pro-
priety in seeking to limit the influence of the
pope, to spiritual concerns, and in openly resis-
ting his efforts to obtain temporal sovereignty.
A third lord declared, that no plea for this ob-
noxious claim of tribute could be advanced, on
the ground of alleged religious advantages hav-
ing been conferred on the English nation, by
her papal head—inasmuch as it might be confi-
dently affirmed, that the influence of the court

" of Rome had been exerted to little purpose, ex~

cept to amass treasures,-at the expense of the
kingdom, and thus further the cause of her ene-
mies. A fpurth speaker asserted, that one-third
of the property of England had been appropri-
ated by the Church; that over this property
the pope had long claimed the right of lordship,
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and in consequence, exacted his first-fruits from
every vacant benefice. This interference in tem-
poral things, the nobleman urged, must have
been made, either as a vassal to the king, or as
his superior; if the pontiff should indignantly
object 10 the former supposition, so would the
English nation spurn the admission of the lat-
ter. Another of the noble lords expressed him-
self curious to know, on what condition the
stipulation between the pope and sovereign of
England head first been-made. Did John con-
sent to the payment of tribute and the rendering
of homage to the court of Rome, as a return
for the absolution which he had received from
the pope, or for the removal of the interdict
from his kingdom? Then had his Holiness
been guilty of simony, a crime which was deser-
ving alike of the reprobation of the clergy and
laity. .

Other speeches were quoted by Wiycliffe, but
those which have been already particularized,
will give an idea of the manner in which the in.
telligent and patriotic legislators of that day
were accustomed to treat the questiong submitted .
to their consideration. To the modern reader,

. this paper will be more especially valuable, as
embodying the views of Wycliffe himself, since
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he would not have adopted the views of othersy
and constructed-his argument npon- them, had:
not his opinions harmonized with them.

It is not & matter of surprise, that a parlia-
ment influenced by these sentiménts, and within’
whose halls such debates were encouraged and-
sanctioned, should have silenced, henceforward,
by their proceedings on this occasion, the claim
of the court of Reme, to sovereignty over the
English realm. Having legislated on this mat-
ter, the same body was required to interpose its
authority, as the arbiter of the differences exis-
ting between the mendicants and the universi=
ties. Each party was permitted to argue its
cause before parliament, and although we are
not positively informed, as to the names of the
advocates, on either side, we have good reasons
for supposing that Wycliffe was the individual
selected, to plead in the name of the universities.
" In the progress of the discussion, evidence ap-
peared, of the friars being still guilty of making
unjustifiable efforts to draw into their ranks, the
youthful members of the universities, in opposi-
tion to parental wishes. They were likewise
charged with making the interests of their king
and country subordinate to those of the court of
Rome. After listening to the argument of both

parties in dispute, parliament urged, upon each,
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the exbibition of courtesy and respect, in their
mutual intercourse; they also resolved, that no
scholar under the age of eighteen, shouid be ad- -
mitted, henceforth, into any mendicant order;
that no docament calculated to discredit the
universities, should be received from the pope;
and finally, thet in case of any future differen-
ces arising between the parties at issue, the mat-
ter should be decided in the court of the king,
and without farther appeal. -

The reign of Edward IIL, was, to England,
an important era, both for the cause of civil and
religious freedom. During the fifty years of its
continuance, we find more than seventy parlia-
ments were assembled; the cause of liberty
became established, on firmer and more rational
principles, and the English constitution was fast
advancing towards that perfection to which it
has since attained. We have satisfactory evi-
dence, in the nollification by parliament, of the
pepal claim of sovereignty over the king and
realm of England,—in their settlement of
the coutroversy existing between the universities
and the order of mendicants,—in the refusal of
Edward I1L, either to submit to the formality of
homage to the 'Roman pontiff, or to tender to
him the tribute of Peter's pence—and lgst,
though not least, in the honourable distinction
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awarded, both by the sovereign and his people, to
Woycliffe, —the bold. opponent of papal corrup-
tion, that the progress made by the English na-
tion, in religious freedom, during the fourteenth
century, was nearly coincident with that which
had obtained in her civil relations. -

Doubtless there had been, for a long period,
certain principles at work in the elements of so-
ciety, whose tendency was, to carry forward the
human mind, both in an intellectual and reli-
gious progression; yet then, as at other crises in
this world’s history, some master spirit was
needed, to kindle the latent energies of others,
and to take the lead in the onward march of
public opinion.. Such a station did Wycliffe as-
sume in the English nation, at this present pe-
riod; and having discharged the duties of his
post, should be considered as having been a
benefactor to the human race, to remotest gen-
erations. By him, the Church was taught to
recognize the sufficiency of Scripture, in deter-
mining every point of moral or religious obliga-
tion—to consider the spiritual head of the
Romish Church as merely mortal, and, there-
fore, liable to sin, and as uawarrantable in his
assumption of sovereignty.

Woycliffe seems, also, to have been gifted with
somewhat of a prophetic vision of the future
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emancipation of the Church whose interests lay
so near his heart, for in' the conclusion of this.
memorable treatise, he thus expressed himself':

¢ If 1 mistake not, the day will come, in whir
all exactions will cease, before the pope will
prove such a condition to be reasonable and
honest.” At the present moment, when the
temporal authority of the pope bas long ceased
in England, such a supposition as that expressed
in the words- we have last quoted, may seem to
have required no great penetration or fore-
thought, but it must be remembered, that when
the idea was first publicly avowed by the refor-
mer, the sovereignty of the papal power was
openly maeintained in every country of Europe.
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‘CHAPTER V.

‘WYCLIFFE'S appointment as chaplain to Ed-
ward IIL, necessarily brought him, from that
time, more into contact with the members of
the royal family, some individuals of which are
associated closely with certain periods of - his
‘history. From this circaumstance, as well as
from the fact, that Edward’s peculiarities of
character and habits of life were highly influen-
tial in their effects. on the English- constitution,
and on the Anglican Church, (which fact will
be necessarily developed in the progress of our
reformer’s history;) it seems desirable, if not
necessary, to give a brief sketch of that mon-
arch’s- characteristic traits, and of the influence
he was exerting on the intellectual and religious
condition of his subjects. .

When Edward 111 ascended the throne, he
found himself involved in difficulties, the result
of his unfortunate father’s' weaknesses and mis-
fortunes. The youthful monarch, however, soon
evinced a martinl spirit and energy of pur-
pose, which was calculated to restore confi-
dence to his dispirited subjects, and to check
licentiousness in such as were unruly. During
the earlier years of his reign, it is true, his love

7
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of military exploits was productive of little
honor or advantage to his people. His wars
with Scotland and France, drained his king-
dom of much treasure, and stirred up discon-
tent among his subjects, and roused the animos-
ity of his antagonists abroad, while they added
nothing to his dominions.

The year 1346 was signalized by a-striking
change in Edward’s fortunes. He again inva-
ded the French dominions, with a formidable
'army ; and marching through them with great
rapidity, caused his light troops to approach the
capital of France. Being pressed subsequently
by the French monarch, he took an advanta-

_ geous position near the village of Cressy; an en-
gagement ensued, which resulted in complete
victory to the arms of Edward, by the lustre of
which, both he and his subjects became so daz-
gled, that, during the remainder of his reign, a
love of military exploits became the predomi-
nant feature of the English court. The effects
of this victory, were not, however, confined to
that generation, but are felt even at the present
day. A martial spirit was further strengthened
and confirmed by the subsequent battle of Poie-
tiers, the termination of which, served to exas-
perate the ‘French nation still farther. Thus
national animosity was enkindled, and disorder
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spread among some of .the fuivest of the French
provinces. Thus, to the contemplative reader of
English history, tlnspmod is fraught wuhdwp
interest.

In carrymg on huwars with France, Edward

_ was necessarily obliged to demand from his par-
liament, supplies to meet the expenses incident
to foreign warfare. - These subsidies, granted to
their monarch, were, however, obtained, most

 generally, in virtue of certain coricessiors on his
part, the effect of which was to augment the
power of the parliamentary body, and to in-
crease the liberties of the nation at large.

From the period of the conquest, prejudices,
of an inveterate kind, had rankled in the bosoms
of two classes of the subjects of this realm;
now, however, the conflicting claims of Saxons
and Normans seemed suddenly to be for-
gotten ;—intestine dissensions, concerning mi-
nor points of interest, being merged in-the
stronger excitement of national animosity.:
While observing these changes of public feeling
in England, effected by the victories obtained by
her monarch on the continent, we feel as if con-
strained to admit the fact; that the civil condi~
tion of the kingdom was improved graduaily,

~ but materially, by the martial spirit engendered

during this reign. Nor do the civil liberties
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alone, of this great nation, appear to have been
sugmented at this period. The emancipation of
the English Church from the thraldom of po-
pery, seems to have been accelerated likewise,
by the same means. This assertion may, at first
glance, apparently require an explanation. Is
it not however manifest, that if the encroach-
ments of the Romish Church were as decidedly
unscriptural, as Protestants of the present day
aver, then would the checking of them, not have
been displeasing to the divine mind; in accom-
plishing” his purposes, he ordinarily however
works by the instrumentality of human means,
and will sometimes effect his object, by over-
ruling the evil designs of men, to the advance-
ment of his own glory; in the present instance,
then, is it not highly probable that he did so,
and thus, as we shall endeavour to show, ¢ made
the wrath of man to praise him.”

During the reign of Edward, the pontiffs resi-
ded at Avignon, & city of France, and their
cardinals were commonly selected from this na-~
tion. It was a very obvious consequence, re-
sulting from this state of things, that the politics
of the courts of Rome and France should have
been very much identified. This being a fact, it
was natural for the sovereign and people of
England to infer, that their interests, as those of
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a rival nation, would ever be subordinate; in the
estimation of the pontiffs, to those of France-
The vacancies in the English Church, were fre-
quently conferred on foreigners, and the prop-
erty of the nation was conveyed in a fraudulent
manner, to aid the resources of the rival king-
dom, by the instrumentality of the pope.
Owing to this combination of circumstances, the
English Parliament learned to regard the en-
croachments of the papacy with most jealous
and watchful eyes, as being directed by a spirit
essentially opposed to their civil as well as reli-
‘gious improvement. While we therefore regard
Woycliffe with deep interest, as a master spirit,
appointed- by Providence, to lead onward. the
cause of truth and religious freedom, we cannot
but admire the wisdom of that Almighty Being,
who so over-ruled the designs of the men of that
age, as to make the very dissensions in the hu-
man family, growing out of their corrupt na-
tures, instrumental to the advancement of the
best interests of his Church. ’
While we are constrained to admit, that the
martial achievements of Edward were probabply
" the means, under the guidance of an over-ruling ’
Providence, of improving the sitaation of .his
subjects, both in respect to their civil and. reli-
gious condition, we have no reason to .imagine
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that these consequences were anticipated by
him; neither would we, by any means, be sup-
posed to imply, that had they been, the end to
be obtained, would have sanctioned the means
made use of in effecting it. 'This monarch took -
very little interest in the progress of literature
or the advancement of true religion: His refu-
sal to sanction Urban’s claim of sovereignty over
his kingdom, his withholding of the payment of
Peter’s Pence, and his promotion of Wyeliffe,
may therefore be considered as several acts dic-
tated by his sovereign will and pleasure, and not
as resulting from any conscientious motives.
Edward  11I. was the father of five sons,
who reached the age of manhood, the two elder
of whom, died before him. Of his eldest son,
commonly known by the nsme of the Black
Prince, historians are accustomed to speak in
strains of the warmest commendation. He was
the pride of knighthood, and as such, has been
usually regarded with the deepest interest,
though the principles on which he aeted, inhis
treatment of the inferier classes of his prisoners,
are not such as commend themselves to the
hearts of Christians of the present day. With
this prince, our narrative has Lttle eonnection,
and we shall not pause, or delay or readers, by
seeking to form an accurate estimate of . his mer«
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its. 'We pass on, to his younger brother, John,
Duke of Lancaster, more generally called John
of Gaunt. The character of this illustrious per-
sonage, has been variously depicted by histori-
ans. Whatever may have been his excellencies
or defects, it is certain they were of a different
stamp from those common to the times in which
he lived. The age of Edward was, as we bave
observed, the era of chivalry. The strictest at-
tention was paid to the cultivation of the bodily
powers, and- the fitting of them to withstand the
vicissitudes of seasons, and the effect of bodily
sufferings. - Little regard was, however, direc-
ted to the culture of the mind, or the advance-
ment of religion, though there were still some
individuals who took a lively interest in one, or
both of these subjects.

Awmong the names which have been handed
down to posterity as friends to the literature of °
that age, we find that of the noble personage to
whom we have just referred—John of Gaunt—
the patron of Chaucer and Wydliffe, and the
only one of Edward’s sons, who was connected
with the religious history of that period..
 ‘This prince was born at Ghent, in the year
1840, at the time when Wyecliffe had reached
the age of sixteen. In his boyhood, he is said
to. have formed an intimate scquaintance with

”
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the poet Chaucer, from which friendship, prob-
- gbly . originated the love of literature which
characterized his more advanced years. This
passion appears to have checked in his energetic
mind, to a certain degree, that love of chivalry,
which was the predominant feature of Edward’s
eourt; and although his courage was pever
called in guestion, yet was it never signalized by
such splendid achievements as covered the per-
son and memory of the Black Prince with the
laurels of knighthood. He had married, in ear-
ly life, a daughter and heiress of the Duke of
Lancaster, to whose estates and title he suc-
ceeded on the death of the latter, and thus be-
came one of the most wealthy subjects of the

" Various reasons have been assigned for the
* ‘intimacy which existed between Wiycliffe and
this. noble personage. Some historians have not
hesitated to attribute it to motives of a very
questionable kind, and such as are calculated to
throw discredit on both parties; but as these
assertions have been disproved by other good
- authorities, and moreover, as the mystery has
not been solved by.any of the researches of the
most industrious of Wycliffe’s biographers, we
shall not presume to undertake the task. It is
sufficient for our. purpose, to know that such an
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intimacy did exist during a considerable period
of the reformer’s life, and that he was indebted
to this' distinguished nobleman, for public sup-
port, at a crisis of his history, to which we are
rapidly approaching, but which it will be neces-
sary to preface by some remarks, called forth in
accounting for certain peculiarities which existed
in society at that period. -

During the dark ages of European-history, so
great had been the ignorance which prevailed
among the laity, even in the ranks of the weal-
thy and the noble, that they were almost uni-
formly. uninstructed in the arts of reading and
writing, and these accomplishments were con-
fined to the clerical orders. At the present
~ day, such habits would be considered highly dis-
creditable and injurious in their effects, even on
the lower orders of society; but for several centu-
ries preceding the age of Wycliffe, the arts:of
, reading and writing were deemed not only unde-
sirable attainments, but knowledge came to be
considered, among the laity, as a proof of effem~
inacy and unfitness far the active duties of life.

Such a state of public opinion led to very un«
fortunate results, both in the civil and religious
condition’ of society. The ignorance of the
laity, necessarily excluded them from the offices
of state, or from judicial functions, since even i
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the estimation of the coarse and ignorant heroes
of the feudal ages, a certain amount of knowl-
edge was considered requisite to the discharge of
these official stations. The most important and
responsible offices in the kingdom, were conse-
quently filled by the clergy. Throughout many
- generations, and for a long period, the impro-
priety and inexpediency of this practice, ap-
peared to have been unperceived.

In the fourteenth century, these prejudices
agaiust learning, had begun to yield to more
enlightened views, of what was demanded for
the promotion of the welfare of communities
and individuals. This improvement in publie
opinion was made apparent by the proceedings
of a parliament assembled in 1871, in which a
change of policy on this point was decidedly
recommended. It was declared improper for
that class of men who professed to remounce
- the cares of the world, and to dsvote themselves
to spiritual concerns, openly to assume such
offices, the concerns of which were entirely of a
secular nature. These matters, it was now
arged, properly came under the direction of the
laity, nor was it any longer admitted that their
capacities were unequal to such a charge, or
that it it was in any degree derogatory to the
digmity of the noble and the gifted, to possess
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the proper literary qualifications requisite for
the discharge of these official functions. The
effort to produce this important revolution
in the character of governmeut, is generally as-
cribed, by bistorians, to the influence of Jobn
of Gannt. The power which this prince pos-
sessed at this time,’and his known dislike of the
ambitious spirit with which_the higher ranks of
the clergy sought for stations of official dignity,
warrant the supposition that this measure met
with his decided approbation, if it did not ori-
ginate with him. Such being the case, we
should not be guilty of rash presumption, (had
we no other ground for the opinion) in conjectu-~
ring, that the duke’s views on this important sube
ject, had been-materially affected by conversation
with, and a perusal of the writings of Wycliffe,
whose talents and acquirements were considered
by Lancaster as unrivalled.

By the latter, this evil bad been often and
deeply deplored. He expressed his desire that
all churchmen might be made to vacate secular
offices, from that of the exchequer and of the
privy seal, down to those filled by clerks of the
kitchen, hailiffs and stewards, which latter occus
patioris were not at that time deemed incompati=
ble with clerical-duties. Such employments, he
wisely. contended, 80 engrossed: thie time and ate
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tention of men, as to leave them little space for
private devotion, the preaching of God’s Word,
or the visiting and comforting of poor men.

Woycliffe had seen these practices confirmed
by.men who had been honoured in their genera-
tion, and who had been accustomed to consider
the union of clerical and secular duties as by no
means incompatible. There are many minds
who are satisfied in seeking, however, to conform
their opinions and their estimate of duty, to the
standard erected by others; but Wycliffe’s char-
acter was too elevated in its aims and purposes,
to rest content with this negative sort of virtue.
He possessed sufficient discernment to detect
error when not palpable to others, and the requi-
site moral courage to make it known, in opposi-
tion to prevailing prejudices, and at. t.he risk of
personal sacrifice.

Why is it, that so much less sympathy is
manifested with the zealous attempts of the
Christian reformer, than is extended to those
who are seeking to ‘improve the literature of
their country, or to such as are aiming to ameli-
orate the civil and political condition of their
fellow creatures? Surely, the purification of
national literature, from the corrupt -idioms
which offend refined taste, is not deserving of
fmore prajse, than the gitempy to free religion
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from superstitious tenets; or corrapt practices.
The enemies of Wycliffe are content, however,
to load his memory with reproach, and to crim-
inate his motives, because, after having detected
the errors of the Romish Church, he proceeded
boldly to the arduous task of refuting and over-
throwing them.

When the parlmment of 1731 petitioned
Edward IIL, that from that time, clerical men
might be excluded from offices of state, the only
reply which the monarch gave, was, that he
would advise with his council on the subject.
In the course of a few weeks after the presenta-
tion of this petition, two of the king’s most in-
fluential ministers, of the clerical order, retired
from office; the celebrated William of  Wyke-
ham, resigned his station of chancellor,.and the
Bishop of Exeter, that of treasurer of the realm.
'This attempt to exclude churchmen from offices
of state, was but partial and temporary ; for the
evil was too deeply rooted; to be eradicated by
any sudden change, and we find it a subject of
lamentation with good old Latimer, more than
a century after this public protestation was issued
against it, by the parliament of 1871. Never~
theless, the practice was so far broken up, that
the chief officers of state were not, after this
period, uniformly selected from the clerical or-
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ders.  As Wycliffe had publicly uttered his pro-
test against the union of secular and clerical
offices,—and furthermore, as he held, at the
time, the post of chaplain to the king, and was
openly patronized by John of Gaunt, the papal
power henceforth regarded him with increased
resentment. )

Tt was about this time, that Wycliffe’s dispute
respecting the wardenship of Canterbury Hall,
came under the notice of his sovereign, as we are
informed on good authority. It will be remem-
bered that the decision of his cause had been, un~
der various pretexts, delayed by the pontiff, until
1870. His enemies appear to have been con-
scious of having proceeded unjustly, and there-
fore determined to render their victory secure,
by seeking the sanction of the king’s authority
to the decision of the pope. Edward 1IL had
been dispirited by various occurrences, and em~
barrassed by debts which he had contracted in
his unfortunate attempts to obtain the crown of
France. Aware of his pecuniary perplexities,
Woodhall and his associates accompanied the
presentation of their petition, by the gift of two
hundred marks, which is equivalent to four or
five thousand dollars at this time; and which,
eccording to the valuation of money at that
period, was a considerable sum. We cannot
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but fear that the mind of the English monarch
was swayed, on this occasion, by the desire to
obtain that gift, which too often blinds the eyes,
and leads the judgment astray; since we cannot
otherwise account for his sanctioning the illegal
proceedings of those who were seeking to crush
the worldly prospects of one, with whose talents,
learning, and piety, he had ample opportunities
of becoming acquainted, both by publio report
and by the intercourse which must necessarily
have subsisted between them, through Wycliffe’s
relation to him, as chaplain.

All hopes of being restored to his rightful
dignity, appear, from this time, to have vanished
from the mind of the ex-warden of Canterbury
Hall. But disappointment in one quarter, only
led his active mind to seek out other channels of
influence. Accordingly we find him, in 1878,
receiving the degree of doctor in divinity, after
having gone through the prescribed novitiate.
His elevation to the chair of theology at Oxford,
opened an important field for the exertion of
influence to him, since he was thus enabled to
diffuse far more widely than he could otherwise
have done, his peculiar views of gospel doc-
trine and practice, and to lay open the hidden
corruptions of papacy—two objects which lay
very near his heart.
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It was at this period of his life, that Wycliffe
is supposed to have written his exposition of the
ten commandments, some extracts from which,
may not be unacceptable to the reader; espe~
cially, as be will be enabled, hereby, to judge of
the spirit and sentiment which characterized the
professional dissertations of this great man.

At the present time, treatises on, and exposi-
tions of, selected portions of the Word of God,
and commentaries on the whole of the sacred
volume, have been so prodigiously multiplied,
that among them, such may be found, as are
only adapted to the understanding of the edu-
cated portion of the community,—while others
are suited to the capacities of the poor, and
within their ability to purchase. But in the
days of Wycliffe, the state of things was very
different. To a certain extent indeed, yet
glossed at times, by much corruption, the ten
commandments had formed a subject of instruo~ -
tion for the authorized teachers of the church,
through every age, but the superstitious and cor-
rupt dogmas of papacy had been, for centuries
preceding the period of which we are now wri-
ting, so mixed up with the milk of God’s Word,
as to divest it of nearly all its power. So gross
was the ignorance which actually prevailed in
the fourteenth century, on this point, that our
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veformer, in his preface to his exposition of the
decalogue, asserted that it was no rare event for
men “to call God, master, forty, threescore, or
fourscore years; and yet to be ignorant .of his
ten commandments.” The priests who were
the agents appointed to explain God’s Word,
were, generally, utterly negligent of their duty,
and ‘'indeed, were too often ready to blind the
eyes of those whom it was their duty to have
enlightened. .

Under such circumstances, with what amaze-
ment must the people.of England have been
filled, and how startled and confounded must
the corrupt and ignorant clergy of those days
have been, by hearing. such sentiments as the
following, proceeding from one, who at that
time was holdiag the honourable office of theo-
logical professor at Oxford :— ¢ Poor and help-
less as man entered the world, so must he soon
depart from it, baving nothing with him but his
good deeds or his wicked.” \When explaining
the first conmandment, “if a man will keep
this precept, he must believe steadfastly, that
Almighty God in Trinity, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost, three persons in one
God,—are the noblest object that may have be-
ing ;—all power, all wit, all wisdom, all mercy,
all charelty, and all goodness, being in him, and
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coming from him.” ¢Thou must fear God
above all things in this world, and break his
commandments for the sake of no worldly good ;
also thou must love God above all things, and
thy neighbor as thyself.” With equal force, he
pressed home the truths inculcated by another
precept of God’s law;—< All who would be
called Christians, take God’s name in vain so
long as they live contrary to the living and
teaching of Christ and 'his Apostles.” Again;
sfor the love of Christ who for you shed his
blood, beware henceforth day and night, of your
oath’s swearing.” ¢ Since God is so great a
Lord, and commandeth his liege man, on. pain
of hell without end, to keep so easy a command
88 refraining bis tongue from vain and false
gwearing, is he not worthy to be damned if he
break it? It waslittlein Adam to eat an apple
in Paradise, considered apart from the bidding
of God. Nevertheless for the eating of it
aguinst the forbidding of God, he and all man-
kind were justly condemned, until Christ bought
them again, with his precious blood-and hard
death upon the cross!” We cannot forbear
.directing the attention of our readers to this
last quotation, and calling upon them to admire
the moral courage of him, who dared thus
boldly to utter his protest against a crime, which
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though, alas! too fearfully common in all ages,
was in that in which he lived, almost universal ;
when secarce a sentence was uttered which was
not deeply interlarded with gross profanity, and
when even :bishops and dignitaries of the
Charch, were found conforming unblushingly,
to this practice. He was no less decided in his
reprobation of Sabbath breaking, and in his di-
rections for' the proper observance of that holy
day, which he declared should be spent in
¢three manner of occupations”—these were,
devout meditations, public worship, and the ful-
filment of works of charity.

Extracts might be made from Wiycliffe's
exposition of the other commandments, the
effect of which would be, to increase our admi-
ration of his Christian simplicity and purity;
but our limits forbid our entering too much into
detail. “'We should be convinced while _rea.ding
them, that the work of the Holy Spirit is essen-

' tmlly the same, whether the subject of it be liv-

ing in a corrupt age, and at the time of his con-
version, be attached to a Church defective in its
organization, and vitiated in its doctrines,—or
whether . his previous career may have been
passed under more favourable auspices. The
agency of the sanctifier, will in both cases be

-
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manifest,—convincing the heart of sin, of right-
eousness, and of judgment to come, and in lead-
ing it to forsake whatever is opposed to the holy
law of God, though in the former the work to be
performed, will be more arduous, and the sacri-
fices to be endured, will be unspeakably greater
than in the latter.

. Such was the situation of Wycliffe, when his
mind became sufficiently enlightened in the
reading of the Scriptures, by the Holy Spirit.
He saw the beauty and excellence of the divine
law; and in seeing it, felt constrained to make
known its holy requirements, to the deluded
multitude around him. He must have been,
however, well aware of the host of bitter ene-
‘mies he was stirring up, and of the consequences
which must ensue to him, personally. But
none of these things appear to have been able
to swerve him from what he considered the path
of duty, and as if anticipating some of those
trials which were coming upon him in the cause
of truth, he concluded his comment on the dec-
alogue, by admonishing his readers, that suffer-
ing is what the Saviour declared should come on
his people,—and what they should be willing
cheerfully to encounter, when they recal his life
of sorrow, and the deep acquaintance which he

.
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had with grief;—and when they recollect that
it was a rough and thorny road which the apos-
tles and martyrs traversed, to reach their present
abode of blessedness. - -

There. were certain remarks in this treatise,
which must have pressed home with deep power
on the covetous clergy of his time, who were
labouring to extort ‘money from the mmultitude,
to pamper their corrupt natures, under the plea,
that the treasures thus bestowed, would be
highly instrumental in obtaining for the giver,
the pardon of sin, and everlasting life.” ¢ But,”
said the bold reprover of such errors, to the
unhappy being who might have been deluded
by them, I say for certain, though thou have

- priests and friars to sing for thee, and though
thou each day hear so many masses, and found
chauntries and colleges, and go on pilgrimages
all thy life, and give all thy goods to pardoners;
all this shall not bring thy sonl to heaven!

While if the commandments of God are revered

to the end, though neither penny nor half-penny
be possessed, there shall be everlasting pardon
and the bliss of heaven !”

Were this comment, the only portion of
Woycliffe’s writings that had descended to us, we
should nevertheless have had, in it alone, con-
clusive evidence, that the grand and 'charap-
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teristic doctrines of our blessed Redeemer, were
uot only faithfully received by him, but also
conscientiously exhibited "to those who were
privileged to attend on his divinity lectures at
Oxford, and on his other ministrations. He
zealously inculcated the lessons of inspiration,
respecting the fall of our first parents, and the
consequent depravity of human nature; the
doctrine of salvation by faith in Christ’s atoning
“ sacrifice, and by that alone; the necessity of a
tenewal of the heart by the Holy Spirit, and
the obligations resting on every convert of the
gospel, to maintain a holy and consistent Chris-
tian walk; and the excellency and perpetual
obligation of the divine law. Neither were
these important doctrines regarded by Wycliffe,
in the light of mere speculative truths; his
readers were made to fee] instinctively, that with
him ¢ it was full sweet and delightful to think on
the great kindness of God, and the great love '
of Jesus Christ to man, the most fallen of his
creatures.” It should be here remarked, that
the doctrine of justification’ by faith in Christ
alone, which was strenuously insisted on by St.
Paul, and which Wycliffe regarded as infinitely-
important, is nevertheless entirely opposed to
the spirit of papacy, especially at the period in
which he lived, when men were accustomed to
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think of heaven, and even to hear it spoken of
by others, as a thing to be purchased by their
own exertions, or at the cost of some offering

thrown into the tressury of the Church.
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CHAPTER VI.

AMONG the evils resulting to the kingdom of
England, but more especially to her Chusch,
from the usurping spirit of papacy, -there was
one, which in every age of her existence, both
before and after the conquest, until the age of
‘Woiycliffe, had been most severely felt, in its op-
pressive power ;—this arose from the exercise of
that prerogative claimed by the pope, by virtue
of which he could confer vacant benefices in
the kingdom, at his own will and pleasure, either
on foreigners, or on any of his worthless depen~
dents. The resolute spirit of some of the Eng-
lish monarchs, bad to a certain degree resisted
this encroachiment, while others had passively
yielded to it, so that the matter remained a
fraitful subject of dispute, long after the acces-
sion of Edward IIL

This monarch and his parliament, attempted
in 1850, to protect their country from this sys-
tem of exaction and fraud, by two celebrated
statutes; one of these declared the collation to
any dignity or benefice in opposition to the
rights of the king, or its patrons, void —subject-
ing the parties concerned in every such offence,
to fine or imprisonment, and prohibiting all
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appeal beyond the court of the sovereign. - The
second statute was intended to check the grow-

‘ing habit of transferring questions touching

property, to the court of Rome, for settlement;
the penalty here imposed, was heavy fines and
imprisonment at the king’s will. The latter
statute had been enfbreed, and proved beneficial
to the country, but the former had been so
inefficacious as to require farther exertions to
check the evil which it was designed to remedy.
In 1873, we find the English parliament still
complaining grievously of the evils arising. from
papal provisions, which are declared to have
been more than usually oppressive. Edward
fearing, probably, that he might forfeit the
affections of the people, if be turned a deaf ear
to their remonstrances on this subject, appointed
an embassy to Avigonon, the object-of which
was, to desire Gregory the eleventh, in the name

_of Edward-and his subjects to desist: henceforth -

from the presumptuous task, of appointing
occupants to the vacant benefices of the king-
dom. Very little advantage appears to have
resulted from this first embassy; and accordingly
a second was resolved on, in-the hope that it
would accomplish more than the one which had
preceded it. We find the name of Wycliffe,
standing second on the list of those appointed
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by parlimment to convey its remonstrance to
the pontiff. This furnishes a decisive proof of
the estimation in which he was held, both by
his sovereign and parliament.

The place of conference was fixed at Bruges,
a city of great extent, and beyond the sphere of
the Pope’s authority. There were peculiarities
in the situation of Bruges which especially
adapted it for the present purpose. In the year
1870 it was considered the most important mem-
ber of the Hanseatic league, which at that time
numbered sixty cities. It had long been a com-
mercial emporium of Europe, and its nnmerous
merchantmen, like those of ancient Tyre, were
not unfrequently as princes of the earth in opu-~
fence. A-spirit of civil freedom had grown up
with their love of commercial enterprise, and
-her citizens exhibited a hardy confidence and a
reselution in maintaining their own rights,
which rendered them fit. supporters to one who
was prepared resolutely to withstand the en-
croachments and domineering ambition of the
papacy. Woiycliffe was detained at Bruges for
two years, and while there, it became the seat of
a negotiation between the ambassadors of France
and England, and the representatives of the
pope. England had deputed two of her nobles
to support her claims in this assembly, oue of
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whom was John of Gaunt: From the friend-
ship entertained by that prince for the reformer,
it appears more than probable that he obtained
an introduction to the other ambassadors, and
in his intercourse with them learned to know
more of the principles on which the crooked
policy of this world’s doings is generally regu-
lated, a .species of kriowlege, which while it
is very frequently acquired by painful experi-
rience, is in some respects important when
gained.

The information which we are able to collect
with regard fo the progress of the negotiation at
Bruges, is not as satisfactory as could be desired.
Wycliffe appears to have been .detained in that
city nearly two years,—it being a maxim of
papal policy, that every controversy or negocia-
tion in which the court of Rome was a party,
should be protracted by every possible means, if
there was a probability of its terminating urifa-
vorably to her authority. The concessions
made by the papal ambassadors in the present
instance, were few and unsatisfactory. Urban
and his successor, Gregory the eleventb, took
advantage of the diminished influence of the
English monarch, arising from increasing infir-
mities and advanoed age, and contrived to main-
tain their authority almost wholly unimpaired.
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It was, indeed, agreed that for the futgre, the
reservation of benefices should not be insisted on
by the pope, but at the same time it was required
that they should not either henceforward be con-
ferred by the writ of the king.

Wrycliffe returned from the embassy, more
than ever decided as to the necessity of a refor-
mation in the affairs of the Church; since the
effect of his observation during his residence on
the continent, was to confirm him in his opinion of
the anti-Christian character of papacy. He had
hitherto directed his rebukes in an indirect man-
ner against the head of the Romish Church, but
fgom this time we find him attacking these cor-
ruptions in & decided and pointed manner. He
had learned from his experience abroad, that
the pontiffs tco generally exerted the influence
arising from their elevated station, for the sole
purpose of spreading more widely the spirit of
avarice, ambition, and sensuality. From hence-
forward he appears to have been confirmed in
the opinion that the head of the papal power
was the antichrist of Scripture, and as such, en-
titled to the reprobation of all sincere and sim-
ple minded Christians.

During the absence of Wydliffe from Eng-
land, he received gratifying proofs of the undi-
minished confidence with which he was regarded
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by his sovereign. In November, 1375, while
yet at Bruges, he was presented by Edward, to
a prebend in the collegiate Church of West-
bury, in the diocese of Worcester, and shortly
after, to the Rectory of Lutterworth, in Leices-
tershire, at that time in the gift of the crown by
the minority of its patron, Lord Henry de Fer-
., rars. Soon after the date of these events, he
was called on, to take a still more prominent
part in the affairs of his country.

At that peried, the Duke of Lancaster 1 was
involved in a severe political struggle which
gave a colouring to his future life. While
Edward and his sons were glowing with the flush
of their contmental victories, the current of
popular feeling had been strong in their favour;
but when, from the pressure of various causes,
the scale of prosperity was turned against
them, then was the voice of the multitude often
raised in dissatisfaction against the royal family.
" The Duke of Lancaster, on whom the cares of
government chiefly devolved after his brother’s
death, in consequaence of his father’s infirmities
and the youth of thre Prince of Wales, became
especially obnoxiqus. The .parligment then
assembled, commenced an investigation of vari-
ous branches of official corruption. Charges
were preferred against several servants of the
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crown, which in some instances-were followed
by confiscation of their property, or by imptis-
onment, and one of the members of the royal
council was expelled. But it was not only with
Edward and his ministry, that this parliament
was disposed to contend. They proceeded to
the task of exposing those grievous disorders in
the Church, which were stated to be universally
prevalent through all the ranks of her clergy,
from'the highest to the lowest. In the course of
‘these parliamentary proceedings, various facts
were adduced to prove the evils under which
the English realm was suffering from the en-
croachments of the papacy, but our limits for-
bid their being noticed in the present work.
So agreeable to the public feeling was the
course adopted by this assembly in checking the
evils adverted to, that on it was conferred by the
people, the appellation of the good parliament.
‘We are unable to account for the mystery con-
nected with its history, viz: that it should have
been at the same time, the organ of opposition
to the usurping spirit of papacy, and yet deci-
dedly hostile to the administration of the duke
of Lancaster. If this assembly hoped, by such
a method of procedure, to drive this illustrious
individual to an opposite line of conduct towards
the pontiff, from that which he had hitherto



-

LIFE OF WYCLIFFE. 127

pursued, the object was defeated, for the duke
continued. his accustomed course, and by so
doing, may be considered as hdving proved
himself a sincere, though not always a judicious
politician.

. John.of Gaunt left Bruges, on his return to
England, in July, 1376. Before his arrival, the
parliament, which had acted in such a hostile
manner towards him, was dissolved, but not

" before it had excluded him from a place in the
government as well as divested him of his func~
tions as ambassador. Edward, though greatly
enfeebled by age and affliction, was not however
disposed passively to submit the management of
his affairs to the dictation of his prelates or com-
mons; he therefore expressed his dissatisfaction
with the committee who had been selected to
act as his advisers, and forthwith recalled the
duke of Lancaster, his eldest surviving son, to a
participation of the cares of government. In
abont six months after the dissolution of the
good parliament, another was called, the mem-
bers of which were more disposed to further the
designs of John of Gaunt..

The bishops wetre considerably chagrined at
certain of the king’s measures, touching some
‘individuals of ‘their own. body; and the people,
on their part, manifested dissatisfaction with the
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imprisonment of one of their nobles. Under
these circumstances, we find the clergy first ad-
verting to the doctrines of Wycliffe, as calling’
for official interference. This, it is more than
probable, was intended quite as much. to resist
the power of his patron, as to attack the rector
of . Lutterworth. The see of London was at
that time filled by Courtney, a son of the noble
bouse of Devonshire, and one of the most arbi-
trary churchmen of his age, and withal, a deci-
ded oppouent of John of Gaunt. The zeslous
bishop used his utmost efforts to excite the indig-
nation of the clergy against Wycliffe, and so
successful was he-in his attempts, that in the
next convocation; which took place in February,
1377, a few days later than the opening of par~
* liament, the reformer was cited to appear before
his ecclesiastical superiors, to answer certain
charges brought against him, as the setter forth
of novel, erroneous and heretical doctrines.
The nineteenth day of the same month was ap-
pointed for hearing his defence—the place nom-
inated being St. Paul’s Church, London, which,
-at the time fixed on, was crowded with the pop-~
ulace. " The enemies of John of Gaunt, who
were the prosecutors of Wycliffe, finding them-
selves greatly in the minority in the new parlia~
ment, had endeavoured to strengthen their cause
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by courting the favour of the body of prelates,
and also that of the citizens of London. They
‘endeavoured to alienate the affections of the lat-
ter from the Duke of Lancaster by representing
him as intending to abridge their liberties. Un-
der the excitement of feeling consequent on this
rumour, the Londoners were prepared to take
their part in any tumult which might be stirred
up by the retainers of the clergy, who probably
formed no inconsiderable part of the audience
assembled to hear the defence of the accused.
There appears little reason, however, for sup-
posing that the citizens of the metropolis were
personally .inimical to Wycliffe, since the prin-
ciples publicly maintained by him were calcula-
ted to increase both the civil and religious liber-
ties of the people—who are not generally wont
to regard such attempts unfavourably; indeed
there is positive evidence that the doctrines
inculcated by him were acceptable to the citizens
of London, as well as to the students of Oxford.
On the day appointed, such a crowd assem-
bled, that when Wycliffe was about to proceed
to St. Paul’s, it was found necessary by his
friends to have recourse to the civil authorities,
and the support of his patron, the better to
ensure the safety of his person. He was accor-
dingly gccompanied to the place of meeting by
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the duke of Lancaster,—four friars appointed
by the duke,—and Lord Henry Percy, the earl
marshal of England: the latter going before,
to make room for the passage of the accused.
Some disturbance arising among the populace, it
drew the attention of Courtney, bishop of Len-
don, the prelate appointed to conduct the prose-
cution. We may presume that his placidity
was in no wise promoted by observing the indi-
vidual who was about to.be brought before him
to answer the charge of heresy, thus powerfully
protected from the meditated vengeance of his
enemies, by two of the most illustrious nobles of
the realm. Under the impulse of chagrin,
Courtney bastily accosted the lord Percy, say-
ing, “that if he had known before what master-
ies he would haye kept in the church, he would
have stopped him out from coming there.” Lan-
caster resented these words, as ar intended
insult to him and his noble companion, and
quickly replied that he should not be deterred
from doing as he wished, by the authority of
the bishop of London. Lord Percy was also
prepared to maintain his own dignity and that
of the prisoner, and accordingly desired Wyc-
liffe to be seated, saying that he would find such
indulgence necessary, as he had much to say in
his defence, and would be wearied by making it
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in a standing posture. This advice of the lord
marshal, roused still more deeply the hasty
spirit of the prosecutor, and he declared it to be
a contempt of court. The duke, as may be
imagined, supported his friend, and the narra-
tors of the scene aver, that in doing so, he hesi-
tated not to make use of language alike ungen-
tlemanly and impoliticc. How far soever the
dispute may have been carried, it is difficult to
. say precisely,—this much is certain, however,
that a tumult ensued, and both parties being
compelled to separate in dicorder, the council
was dissolved, and the prosecution against Wyc—
liffe was temporarily suspended.

The reformer appears, himself, to have taken
no part in these disorderly proceedings, but to
have retired as soon as an opportunity for so
doing was offered him. The popular mind had
previously been in a state of fermentation, and
" needed but a small additional excitement to
make it overflow in violent proceedings. The
palaces and costly dwellings of many of the
nobles, who were attached to the party of the
crown, were assaulted at this time, and one cler-
gyman, whose person was mistaken for the lord
Percy, ‘'was slaughtered, but the rioters were at
length dispersed by the exertions of the bishop
of London. The mayor and aldermen of the
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metropolis were deposed from their offices, and
those substituted-in their places, are said to have
been favorable to the interests of Lancaster.
From February, 1377, to October of the
same year, Wycliffe appears to have divided his
time between his parochial duties at Lutter-
worth, and the cares of his professional office.
This interval was however productive of great
changes to the English nation. On the twenty-
first of June, Edward the third breathed his
last, and on the following day, his grandson,
Richard the second, then in his twelfth year,
made his public entry into London. Though
in the day of his prosperity Edward had been
popular with bis subjects, yet did his sun set
under a clond; and after death, his memory
- was little cherished by his people. The influ-
ence of the duke of Lancaster was greatly
diminished after the accession of his nephew;
but while the opposite party continued unfriend-
ly to him, they nevertheless remained as decided
as ever in their opposition to the papal claims.
- On the 13th of October, 1377, the first par-
liament of the young monarch was assembled,
and being composed ‘principally of the same
elements as had constituted the good parliament,
it is not surprising to find that body unfriendly
in its proceedings towards John of Gaunt, and
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jealous of his influence over Richard. In the
course of their deliberations, a violent clamour
was raised against the exactions of the Pope
and his agents, and the question was seriously
agitated, whether it would not be lawful for the
kingdom, in case of necessity, and for the
means of defence, to detain its treasure, that it
be not conveyed to foreign nations, though the
pope himself should demand the same, under
pain of his censures, and by virtue of obedience
said ‘to be due to him. At the present day,
such a question would be readily and speedily
solved, but at the time at which it was propoun-
ded, it was thought to require great wisdom and
judgment to answer it aright.

In this dilemma, we find Wycliffe again .
appealed to for his opinion. In his reply, he
professed to attach but little importance to the
opinions of the learned, the decisions of civil-
ians, or indeed to any merely human authori-
ties. He professed to ground his decision “on
the principles of the law of Christ” alone; and
such being the course he pursued, the result of
his appeal may be easily imagined, more espe~
cially, as the character of the pope’s demands at
that time were expressly in opposition to the
spirit of the gospel,
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CHAPTER VIIL

THE charge of heresy, brought against the
reformer by those of the English clergy inimi~
cal to him, appears in no wise to have intimida-
ted him, or disposed him either to modify his
obnoxious opinions, or to renounce his self-
denying habits of life. After being released
from his enemies in the sudden and unlooked-for
manner which was noticed in the preceding
chapter, he still continued resolutely to persevere
in what appeared to him the path of duty, and he
might be seen going about with his disciples in
his frieze gown and uncovered feet, preaching
diligently the doctrines of the gospel to the
common peoplé aMll such others as were dis-
posed to attend on his ministrations. :

His enemies however, though foiled in one
attempt, were not to be deterred from making
~.-another effort to rui his earthly prospects, and
.to shorten ‘his ¢areer of usefulness. The re-
pulse which thgy had received through the -
power of Lancaster, appears to bave had scarce
any other effect than to quicken their resent-
ment. What they had been too feeble to
accomplish by their own unaided strength, they
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-now determined to effect through the instru-
mentality of the papal power.

Emissaries were employed, whose work was,
to glean heretical doctrines and obnoxious sen-
timents, either from the private conversation,
divinity lectures, or from the writings of Wyc-
liffe, and the joint product of their labours was
transmitted to Rome. In the course of a few
months after his citation at St. Paul’s, we find

" the pope issuing sundry balls, addressed to the
archbishop of Canterbury, the bishop of Lon-
don, the king, and the university of Oxford.

These letters were severally prefaced by eulogi-
ums on the character of the English nation;
and those addressed to the prelates, contained
in addition, commendatory notices of many of
the clergy of the kingdom, who had flourished
at an earlier period. The pontiff, after dealing
out his panegyrics, proceeded to express his
deep regret, at learning that the once pure faith
of England had become grievously corrupted by
the springing up of eertain tares of a most pes-
tilent heresy, the report of which had reached
Rome, before the work of plucking them out
had been attempted in the country where they
existed. The parties addressed were then sev--
erally required in the name of the pontiff, forth-
with to seize and imprison John Wycliffe, recter
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of Lutterworth and professor of divinity in the
university of Oxford, he being accused of set-
ting forth doctrines subversive of the authority
of the Church. It was also enjoined, that his
confession should be received, distinct -informa-
tion of his tenets obtained, and both transmit-
ted to the pope by a trusty messenger, while the
person of the accused was to be detained in
custody until farther information could be pro-
cured concerning him. If they failed in appre-
hending him, citations were to be issued, de-
manding the personal appearance of the said
Woycliffe before the pope within three months
of the date of the document.

Tbe utmost vigilance was also recommended
in shielding the king and the nobility from the
noxious effects of the pestilent errors adverted
to in the papal letters.

These various epistles, when compared, were
found to be little more than transcripts of each
other, some slight difference being made, to
adapt them better to the particular persons
addressed, and to the specjal service required of
each. One circumstance is worthy of especial
notice, while speaking of these papal missives.
There was no longer any mention made of a
public - citation of Wycliffe, or of an opportu-
nity being offered him for confronting his accu-
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sers; on the contrary, all the Inforination requi-
site was to be obtained secretly, and the resuit
was directed to be privately conveyed to the
ears of the pontiff. The agents employed on
this occasion, had been too long habituated to
‘the dark designs and crafty policy of the papal
court, to see in the present proceedings any
thing which infringed on the rights of human
. nature. Wycliffe, however, often complained
" of these inquisitorial practices, which, by shelter-
ing the unprincipled informant when in quest of
another’s opinions and private sentiments, fre-
quently placed the innocent at the mercy of the
erafty and malevolent. o

The epistles of the pope were dated June,
1877, but they were not made public in Eng-
land until after the first parliament of Richard
1L, whose acts in reference to papal claims
are noticed elsewhere. It is not improbable
that the attitude in which he was at that
time placed, as the public adviser of the king
and parliament, may have given fresh alarm to
the papal power and induced her to regard
Wycliffe as an enemy who was becoming in-
creasingly formidable ; more especially after hig
decisive answer had been given to the appeal
put ¢to him, which proved that he was not ta be
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silenced without strong and decided eﬂ?ort’s on
the part of his enemies.

The university of Oxford debated seriously
whether the bull addressed to her, should be
received or net, and although the former alter-
native was at length reluctantly embraced, not
the smallest intention was ever manifested by
the heads of that literary body, of placing the
person of her professor of divinity in the power
of his*enemies. This reluctance to accede to -
the wishes of the court of Rome, was probably
in a measure referable to that jealousy of papal
interference, which was commonly entertained
by the literary establishments of that age. It
is however evident that this was not the sole
ground of her opposition to the papal mandate,
for there were many adherents of Wycliffe to
be found within the halls of the university, who
regarded him as one of her brightest ornaments.
Archbishop Sudbury however, wrote -to the
chancellor of Oxford, reminding him of the
bull issued by the court of Rome. and insisting
on its being faithfully executed. He also
enjeined him to make use of the skill of all the
most orthodox divines, in obtaining accurate
information as to the existence of the obnoxious
heresies, and forthwith to convey all such mat-
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ters, with his judgment upon them, under the
university seal, to the papal authority. He was
likewise required to enjoin upon Wyecliffe to
obey the summons of his ecelesiastical superiors,
and accordingly early in the following year the
reformer appeared before a synod at Lambeth. -

‘When the rector of Lutterworth stood before
this assembly, he was not as formerly, supported
by his once illustrious patron, John of Gaunt.
That prince no longer swayed the councils of his
country; but while his countenance was want-
ing, the reformer had obtained other and pow-
erful friends. His doctrines had not only made
‘a déep impression on the hearts of many of the
populace, but had likewise been favourably
received within the precincts of the court.
Large numbers of the former becoming alarmed
for his safety, surrounded the place of meeting,
ppenly declaring their attachment to his person
and opinions.

The consternation of the assembly excxted by
the proceedings of the populace, was still farther
increased, when Sir Lewis Clifford unexpectedly
made his appearance in the meeting, with a
message from Joanna, the queen mother, com-
manding the bishops in an authoritative manner,
not to proceed to any definitive sentence against
Wycliffe. The effect produced upen his
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judges, on bearing the royal message, is
acknowledged even by a zealous Roman histo~
rian, who declares that their stern determination
to discharge their duty, and their resolution to
withstand all threats and violence, even umto
death, faded away before the words of Clifford,
and “their speech became softer than oil, to
the public loss of their own dignity, and the
. damage of the whole Church.” .
Thus by the providential interposition of
Him, to whose control the hearts of all men are
subject, was the reformer once more delivered
from his enemies, for the panic into which the
assembly was thrown by the manifestation of
interest in behalf of the accused, both by the
crown and the people, effectually stopped all
farther proceedings against him. Woycliffe had
not been intimidated by the conduct of the pope
and the English bishops towards him; he had
obeyed their summons to appear at Lambeth;
he had while there, been protected both by the
voice of the multitude and the countenance of
_the great and powerful; but he rested not his
safety on such a precarious foundation; he
rather thought it due to himself to deliver to the
assembled commissioners his solemn protest
against the charge of heresy, and a written
statement of his opinions. As his conduct on
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this occasion has been unfairly represented by
various modern writers, it seems but just to him
to refute their imputations. It has been asser-
ted, that in attempting to explain his peculiar
views, for the specific purpose of freeing him
from the charge of heresy, he was tempted
~ through timidity, to dissemble and misrepresent
his religious opinions.

If we endeavour impartially to scrutinize his
conduct at this time, we shall find most satisfac-
tory evidence that he was not influenced by
such unworthy motives. It will be necessary
for us in the first place, briefly to notice some of
those accusations brought against him by his
enemies. One of the most severe among them,
the Romish historian, Walsingham, affirms,
that “by his artful statements he deluded his
judges, and threw some meaning into his nefari-
ous propositions, though if these were simply
taken as he taught them in his schools and pub-
lic sermons, they would furnish abundant evi-
dence of his departure from the faith of -the
" Romish Church.”

In reply to this, it may be said, is it not in
accordance with the rules of justice, that when
an individual is on trial for sentiments said to
be expressed by him, the nature of his opinions

. should be gathered from his own written or
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printed composition, and not from a statement
of what he is said to have maintained, drawn up
by his énemies, at their own pleasure? If this
be admitted, we shall then be ready to listen to
the agertions of Wiycliffe, that many opinions
had been attributed to him, which had never
either been preached or even- held by him; that
others, though under certain modifications
embodied in his writings and maintained by
him in conversation, had never been so promi-
nently and openly set forth as represented by his
enemies.

In endeavouring to clear him from the charge
of an artful attempt at evasion at this present
crisis, we should not fail to remember that some
allowance is to be made for his lingering par-
tiality to the scholastic forms of argument, by
which the strongest minds of that day were kept
in thraldom. In the formation of our opinion
of his conduct at that eventful moment of his
life, we must not forget that the paper which re-
cords his alleged attempt at dissimulation, if it
could be proved to be such, has been transmit-
ted to us by his bitterest enemy, the historian
Walsingham; and that notwithstanding all the
defects charged upon it, it contains the bold dec-
laration of certain truths which must have been
peculiarly offensive to the papal power. One
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article for example, asserted the liability of the
pope to sin and error, and likewise maintained
the power possessed by the Christian commu-
nity of “reproving, impleading, and reducing

. -him to a better life.” This bold and’ explicit

avowal of sentiments, so obnoxious to the
claims of infallibility arrogantly advanced by
the whole race of pontiffs, would seem to exon-
erate Wycliffe from the charge of pusillani-
mously lowering his opinions when danger
threatened him from their public announce-
ment. The reformer, in his statement, likewise
denied to the Romish bishops the sovereignty
which they had so long claimed over the prop-
erty of the religious establishments of Europe;
and these assertions were never either modified
or explained away, but remained a standing
memorial to impeach the validity of such prac-
tices, then of frequent occurrence.

The chief points of controversy acknowledged

in this protest, as existing between the writer

and the Romish Church, related to the limita-
tion of the despotic power usurped by the -
papacy, and the scarcely less extravagant preten-
sions of the whole body of the clergy at larges
the defining of the authority of the magistrate
as compared with that of churchmen; the set-
ting forth of a proper and allowable method of
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securing to the clergy their appropriate reve-
nues; and the denial of the power claimed by
the priests of the Romish communion over the
present character and future condition of the
worshipper.  Little reference, except in an
indirect manner, was made to the great truths
of the Christian system; but this will excite
less surprize when we recollect the habits of the
Romish controversialists who were opposed to
him in argument. The points which were con-
tended for by ecclesiastics of that age, were gen-
erally such as had a reference to the distinctive
features of their own communion, especially
those which regarded her external organization;
while the fundamental doctrines of the gospel,
if admitted in form, were too generally either
denied explicitly, or explained away in a man-
ner to neutralize their practical power. While
seeking to demolish the huge fabric erected by
superstition, the reformer probably considered
it expedient, first to attack the outworks, and
doubtless intended, when this objeet should be
effected, to continue his work by laying bare
still more and more the gross corruptions and
idolatrous abominations which had defiled the
professed Church of God.

It is not surprising that the seeond escape
of Wycliffe from the hands of his bitter perse-
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cutors, and the reiteration of his most obnoxious
opinions, ‘should have called forth from them
fresh exhibitions of rancorous feelings. We
aecordingly find an anonymoaus writer, standing
forth to refute the avowal made by him, as to
the-pope’s liability to sin, and maintaining the
justice of whatever regulations, either for doc-

* trine or practice, which his holipess might
" ardain. To this statement, Wycliffe replied,

that this was a bold assertion, since if it were _
- substantiated, the pope might exclude any por-
tion of the seriptures, and substitute what he
pleased in its place; that he might thus alter
the whole Bible, and make the gospel itself*a
“heresy. He adverted to the strong measures
taken by the court of Rome, to destroy him,
because he had ventured to question this
assumed and unscriptual right arrogated by that
power, and concluded his tract, by an energetic
exhortation to the influential classes of the com- .
munity, to throw off the shackles by which the
papacy had long tried to bind them, both in
spiritual and civil bondage, and at the same
time .expressed his determination to exert his
influence for the preservation of the true faith,
% although the lord pope, or even an.angel from
heaven, should promuigate the doctrine, which
10 )
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would confer on a weak creature a power whxch
belonged only to the Godhead.” )

Opposition to such arrogant claims of the
head of the Romish Church as the anenymous
writer advocated, Wycliffe proceeded to state,
was absolutely necessary on every account. If
no barrier were to be erected at that moment,
then would the tide of civil and religious
oppression, gathering strength as it moved
onwards, set in with fresh violence, and would
soon break down every vestige of liberty which
remained. The sacred enclosure of the domes-
tic circle would be no longer safe from its intru-
sive power—neither would the worldly profes-
sions of the laity—since whatever imposition
pontiffs were disposed to practice, unhesitating
submission must be rendered to their demands,

should the principles laid down by his opponent
" be once firmly established.
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CHAPTER VIIL

ALL our young readers who are at all versed
in the history of Europe, must be aware that
early in the fourteenth century, the residence of
the pontiffs was removed trom Rome, to Avig-
non, in France, The first of the popes whom
we find locating himself at a distance from the
seven hills, on which the Romish Church had
so long proudly seated herself, was Clement the
fifih, a native of France. His motives in thus
migrating, were suggested by a short-sighted
policy. He had been elected principally through
the influence of the French monarch, and
therefore considered it prudent to accede to his
earnest solicitations, that the seat of the papal
power should be within the dominions of France.

For seventy years, Clement and his successors
resided at Avignon, which period the Italians
were accustomed to speak of, as a second Baby-
lonish captivity. This comparison, though
probably originating in the contemptuous arro-

- gance of the Italians, was nevertheless not ill-
" suited to convey an idea of the disastrous conse-
quences which resulted to-the papacy from the
transfef of its seat from Rome to Avignon.

« The absence of the pope from his Italian domin~

. f
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ions, at once gave the reins to the factious and
discontented, and was the means of weakening
so greatly the power of the subjects of the
papal government, that they were left exposed
to the ravages of hostile invaders. There was
in the eyes of the multitude, something of sanc-
tity in the very atmosphere, and a majesty in
the appearance of the proud hills of the ancient
metropolis of the world, which added no incon-
siderable weight to the voice of the pontiffs
when sending forth their mandates from the
city of the Ceesars; but all these accompani-
ments were wanting, when they were issued from
the walls of a French city.

Disastrous as were the consequences of their
removal to France, to the race of pontiffs, still
more calamitous was the termination of what
they called their period of captivity. On the
death of pope Gregory the eleventh, in March
1878, a schism took place in the Church. The
people of Rome becoming disgusted by the
consecration of a long succession of popes
of the French nation, tumultuously surroun-
ded the conclave, demanding that the new pontiff
should be an Italian, while the majority of the
cardinals being Frenchmen, wished to elect one
of their own nation. Under the influence of
fear, the conclave nominated Urban the sixth, a
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Neapolitan, to the pontifical chair; but the
French cardinals subsequently assembling at a
place beyond the confines of the papal dominions,
declared their former election invalid, and
selected a successor to Gregory, who assumed
the title of Clement the seventh. The cause of
the latter was maintained by France, Spain,
Scotland, Sicily and Cyprus. - The rest of
Europe submitted to the authority of Urban,
and thus for a long period, was the Church of
Rome, to use the language of Wycliffe,  cloven
in twain, and the two parts were made.to fight
against each other.”

The distress and confusion incident to this
period, are described by historians in glowing
language. The factions between the popes
caused perpetual contentions and wars, destruc-
tive to the lives and fortunes of many. Reli-
gion appeared almost wholly extinguished, —
profligacy abounded, — while the clergy, though
bitterly contending for the claims of Jone or
other of the rival pontiffs, lost all regard to
the interests of true religion, or the safety of
their flocks, and became grossly corrupt and
vicious in their lives. While many who had
been accustomed to consider their eternal safety
as dependent upon their union with the head of
the Romish Church, became overwhelmed with
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anxiety and dismay, from their total inability to
determine which of the two claiming the title,
was the true successor of St. Peter.

But the Almighty Head of the true Church
of Christ was graciously over-ruling these events
to. her good, and preparing the minds of men to
question the supremacy claimed by the pontiffs,
and to doubt their infallibility. Wycliffe, whose
estape from the vengeance of his enemies, is
referable, in a great measure, to the distrac-
tions in which the religious community were at
that time involved saw the period to be a favour-
able one for exposing the vain and unchristian
pretences of the papacy, and was immediately
prepared with a tract to meet the exigencies of
the times. This was entitled, ¢ On the Schism
of the Popes,” and contained a direct attack on
papal usurpations. He adverted to the dispute,
as preseuting a favourable opportunity to the
powers of Christendom, for attempting the
destruction of those laws and customs by which
the clergy had become corrupted, and the whole
religious community afflicted. In this tract, he
exposed most of the grossest errors of the
papacy. Among other strong assertions con-
tained in it, is the following, which grievously
offended the ears of his adversaries: ¢ Of all
heresies none can be greater, than for a man to
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believe that he is absolved from his sin, if bhe
give money, or because a priest layeth his hand
on the head, and saith, I absolve thee. For
thou must be sorrowful in thy heart, or else
God absolveth thee not.” He also proceeded to
deny the necessity of confession to a priest, and
concluded by calling en the secular powers to
commence the long needed reformation of the
ecclesiastical body, both in its head and mem-
bers.

It was about this time, thet Wycliffe comple-
ted his work “On the Truth and Meaning of
Scripture,” which is said to be one of the most
extended and important of all his productions.
A copy of this treatise is in the Bodleian libra-
ry, and another in the library of Trinity Col-
lege, Dublin; and it is well worthy of attentive
consideration, since it embodies almost every
sentiment peculiar to the mind of the reformer.
The supreme authority, and the entire suffi-
ciency of scripture, and the necessity of a ver-
sion of them being made in the English lan-
guage, are discussed in this treatise. In it the
right of private judgment is enforced, the sa-
craments of the Church explained, and the
moral obligations growing out of man’s various
relations are set forth plainly. One such work

is alone sufficient to enrol its author among the

O



152 LIFE OF WYCLIFFE.

class of public benefactors to his country, the
Church, and the world at large.

The mental exertions necessary in preparing
these compositions, in addition to the high
degree. of excitement naturally resulting from
the conduct of his enemies towards him, appears
to have been more than the frame of Wycliffe
could withstand. He was assailed by an alarm-
ing illness while at Oxford, in 1879, which
threatened his speedy dissolution. From this
attack however, he recovered so far as to be able
to resume his duties, but his constitution received
a shock from which he never entirely recovered.
During the period when the violence of his
malady confined him to his chamber, reports of
the probability of his approaching dissolution
were circulated in Oxford. His old enemies
the mendicants, heard them, and appeared in
no wise reluctant to entertain the hope, that the
man who had so boldly ventured to attack the
papal power in the days of health and vigour,
might be terrified by the near approach of
death, into a recantation of his errors, for it
must be remembered they considered the dog-
mas of the reformer as having arisen from /the
suggestions of the great adversary of souls. A
deputation was accordingly appointed to wait
on their dying antagonist, composed of a doctor
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from each of the four orders of begging friars,
attended by an equal number of civil officers of
the city. When this embassy entered the sick
chamber of Wycliffe, finding him extended on
his bed, they began by expressing some sympa-
thy in his sufferings, and some wishes for his
recovery. They then reminded him of the
many wrongs which the mendicants had received
from him, both in his sermons and by his writings.
They admonished him of the probability of the
near approach of death, and ‘expressed their
confident assurance that he would now be wil-
ling to confess his misdoings, and penitentially
to recant whatever he had said against them.

~ The sick man permitted them to go through
with their exhortations, without making any
reply; he then directed his attendants to raise
him in bis bed, and fixing his eyes upon his
visitors, summoned all his remaining strength to
pronounce the following words: ¢I shall not
die, but live; and shall again declare the evil ’
deeds of the friars!” The consternation pro-
duced in the minds of the embassy, by this
resolute language, from one whose heart they
had hoped was gradually quailing at the
approach of death, may be readily imagined.
They retreated in mortification and confusion,
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and lived to see. the reformer’s prediction .ver- .
ified. )

While Wycliffe was ever ready to censure
the corrupt practices, and refute the unscriptu-
ral dogmas of the friars, e was also found
prompt and conscientious in the improvement of
those means of usefulness, which they either
neglected or misapplied. He was as faithful in
the discharge of the duties of the pulpit, as he
was ready and able in the use of his pen. In
the fourteenth century, the exercises of public
worship consisted of little besides a routine of
mechanical occupations, such as the apostle
describes as a “bodily exercise.” These never-
theless, with such a formal ministration of the
sacraments as were deemed within the abil-
ity of any of the authorized clergy, however
incompetent or unworthy they might be, were
generally considered sufficient to secure to those
who availed themselves of them, a right and
title, to all that christianity was designed to
impart. Wycliffe saw and felt the danger to
which his countrymen was exposed by these .
defective views. He knew that the word of
God recognized the preaching of the cross, as
the effective and divinely appointed instrument
by which the hearts of sinners were to be
reclaimed from sin and ignorance, and brought
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to the knowledge of the truth. It had been the
chief instrument made use of in leading the
idolatrous Anglo-Saxons to renounce the error
of their ways, and to embrace the gospel; but
from that period to the age of Wycliffe, the
practice of preaching had very much fallen into,
disuse among the English clergy, and it was in
order to supply the deficiency, that some of the
most able and pious among the divines of the
kingdom, had advocated the institution of the
order of preaching friars. But this body had
greviously disappointed the hopes of those, who
expected to find in it a remedy. for the evils,
which had arisen from the indolence and vices
of the secular clergy. The friars had indeed
assuined the office of preaching, but the subject
of their discourses was too generally such, as to
preclude the hope of any good being produced
by them. Instead, however, of rashly deciding
upon the inexpediency or unprofitableness of
pulpit ministrations, because such employments
bad been perverted to an improper use by
the faithful mendicants, Wycliffe became only
more and more convinced of the importance of
preaching, by witnessing the influence which
bad been exerted by those who misapplied
their functions. He was himself possessed of
learning such as the mendicants had em-
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ployed in acquiring their reputation, and was
besides, no mean proficient in the art of oratory,
to which they specially applied themselves.
Thus was he gifted with all those qualifications
which could best have fitted him for the office
he undertook, that of loosing the chains by
which his beloved country was bound in spirit-
ual and intellectual bondage; and these advan-
tages he failed not to improve, but devoted
himself to his work, with all the energy of an
ardent and generous nature.

It is not certain how many sermons were writ-
ten by Wycliffe, but the fact that near three
hundred of them should have escaped the vigi-
lance of his enemies, who were intent upon
destroying whatever productions of his which
came in their way, is sufficient to convince us
that in the discharge of this part of his ministe-
rial functions, he was most industrious, Accor-
dingly, when seeking to form our estimate of his
character, we must not make a partial inspection
of his labours as a reformer.. We must not
think of him alone as the advocate of his mon-
arch’s claims before the papal delegates,—or
the able counsellor of the parliamentary body, —
or the champion of civil and intellectual free-
dom,—but we must also remember him as
faithfully discharging the more humble duties
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as rector of his flock at Lutterworth. When
there, his venerable form was regularly to be
seen in his retired pulpit, breaking the bread of
life to a circle of rustic parishioners ;—or under
the roof of the poor and illiterate, soothing the
dying bed of the humble inmate, regardless
whether he were either bond or free, and only
intent upon the charitable work of conveying
religious instruction or consolation to the suf-
ferer, in his native tongue. He expressly des-
ignated it as the office of the christian man, “to
visit. those who are sick, or who' are in trouble,
especially those whom God hath made needy
by age, or by other sickness, as the fecble, the
blind and the lame, who are in poverty. These
thou shalt relieve with thy goods after thy
power, and after thy need, for thus biddeth the
gospel.” He defined true charity, to be that
which had its origin in the love of man’s spirit,
* and declared that *men who love not the souls,
love little the bodies of their neighbours.”
Those priests who were unfaithful to their high
vocation, and were to be found in the practice
of open sin, he denounced as the ¢ foulest trai-
tors,” since they violated the most solemn duties
that can be imposed on man. ‘

Woycliffe always expressed a deep sense of
the importance of the art of preaching, which in
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that age must have been invested with even
greater power than it claims at the present day,
when the advantages of education have become
so widely diffused, and the art of printing has so
greatly multiplied the means of imparting and
receiving religiows instruction. The reformer’s
sentiments on this subject, are expressed in the
following extracts from his writings: ¢ The
highest service that men may attain to on earth,
is to preach the word of God. 'This service
falls peculiarly to priests, and therefore God
most straightly’ demands it of them. Hereby
should they raise up children to God, and that
is the end for which God has wedded the
Church. Lovely it might be, to have a son
that were lord of this world, but fairer much it
were, to have a son in God, who as a member
of the holy Church, should ascend to heaven !
And for this cause, Jesus Christ left other works,
and occupied himself mostly in preaching; and
thus did his apostles, and for this God loved
* them.” ¢Idleness in this office, is to the
Church its greatest injury, preducing most the
children of the fiend, and sending them to his
court.” ¢ Jesus Christ, when he ascended into
Heaven, commended it especially to all his apos-
tles to preach the gospel freely to every maa.
‘So also when He spoke last with Peter, He
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bade him as he loved him to feed his sheep; and
this would not a wise shepherd have done, had
not he himself loved it well. In this stands the
office of the spiritual shepherd.”

From these various extracts it will be mani-
fest, that the opinions of Wycliffe were far re-
,moved from the errors of the Romish Church,
which instructed her votaries, to rely on the suf-
ficjency of the sacraments, as a means of salva-
tion.

- The preachqrs of that age had two methods
of addressing instruction to the flocks commit-

“ted to their charge. These were technically

termed “declaring” and ¢ postillating.” In the
former case, they announced some particular
subject, and enlarged upon it after the manner
of a modern oration; in the latter, they com-
menced by reading a portion of scripture, and
afterwards proceeded to the exposition of its
several parts, and a practical application of it

. to the varying circumstances of their hearers.

The latter was the method of conveying religi-
ous instruction, selected by Wycliffe in the dis-
charge of his duties as a parish priest. Some
three hundred of his postils are still preserved
in the libraries of the English and Irish univer-
sities, as well as in other collections. . They
were composed from the year 1376 when he
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took ¢charge.of the parish of Lutterworth, to
the year 1384. In some instances, they consist
of little more than brief notes, while in others,
they approach more to the length of a modern
sermon, and there is scarce any opinion assigned
peculiarly to Wycliffe, which may not be found
explained in some portion of these voluminous
manuscripts. The corruptions of papacy are
boldly attacked in them, as forming the chief
barrier to religious improvement; the social
obligations of men are also frequently discussed
and plainly enforced on scriptural principles,
while the great doctrines of the gospel are pro-
claimed with faithfulness and zeal. A few ex-
tracts will be sufficient, to give an idea of the
manner in which he was accustomed to address
his flock at Lutterworth.

¢ The gospel teacheth us the duty which fall-
eth to all the disciples of Christ, and also tell-
eth us how priests, both high and low should
occupy themselves in the church of God and in
serving him. * And first, Jesus himself did en-
force indeed the lessons which he taught by his
example. The gospel relates how Jesus went
about in the places of the country both great
and small, as in cities and castles, or sinall towns,
and this to teach us to profit generally unto
men, and not to forbear to preach to a people
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because they are few, and our name may not,
in consequence be great. For we should labour
for God, and from him hope for our reward.”
*¢ There is no doubt that Christ went into small
uplandish towns, as to Bethpagte, and Cana in
Galilee; for Christ went to ail places where he
wished to do good. And he labored not thus
for gain, for he was not smitten with pride or
with covetousness.” In another discourse he
said, ¢ It was ever the manner of Jesus to speak
the words of God, wherever he knew that they
would be profitable to others who heard them :
and hence Christ often preached, now at meat,
and now at supper, and indeed at whatever time
it was convenient for others to hear him.”
‘When speaking of the corrupt practices of
the papacy, he hesitated not to apply the epithet
Antichrist to the head of the Romish commu-
nion, and observed, ¢ Stewards of the church
should Bot judge merely according to their own
will, but always according to the law of God,
and in ‘things of which they are certain. But
the laws and judgments which Antichrist has
brought in, and added to the law of God, mar
too much the church of Christ. For with the
stewards of the chuarch, the laws of Antichrist
are the rules by which they make offices therein;

and to deceive the laity, Antichrist challengeth
11
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to be, in such things fully God’s fellow; for he
affirms that, if he judgeth thus, his will should
be taken for reason, whereas this is the highest
point that falleth to the Godhead. Popes and
kings therefore, should not seek a reason’ above
their own will, for such blasphemy often bring-
eth to men, more than the pride of Lucifer.
He said he would ascend and be like the Most
High, but he challengeth not to be fellow -of
God, even with him, or passing him! May
God bring down this pride, and help that His
word may reverse that of the fiend! Well
indeed I know, that when it is at the highest,
this smoke shall disappear.”

In the conclusion of the same discourse, the
reformer exhorted his hearers to study the will
of God, as revealed in Scripture, which he con-
stantly maintained, to be sufficient to enlighten
the judgment and direct the conduct, irre-
spective of the decisions and interpretations of
popes and prelates.

We shall do injustice to Wycliffe’s piety and
to his views of pastoral duty, if we suppose that
controversial themes, or animadversions on the
crying evils of p#pacy, formed the chief subject
of his pulpit instructions, as rector of Lutter-
worth. He loved to dwell on the blessings con-
veyed to fallen man by the gospel of salvation.
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He was explicit in his avowal of the deep cor-
ruption of our nature, and of the necessity
thereby existing, for some atonement to be pro-
vided for the sin of our first parents, and for
our transgressions; ‘“and since this must be
" done,” he remarks, *the person to make the
atonement must be God and man, for then the
worthiness of this person’s deeds were even
with the unworthiness of the sinner.” The.doc-
trines of scripture, with regard to the person of
Christ, and his sufferings considered as the price
of our redemption, are of frequent occurrence
in these discourses; so is also that of salvation
through faith and by grace only. He was also
careful in pointing out to the attention of his
hearers, the close connection which exists
between the faith of the gospel and holiness of
heart and life, or rather how the one is the
necessary and inevitable consequence of the
other. ¢ If thou hast” he says, “a full belief
of Christ, how he lived here on the earth, and
how he overcame the world, thou wilt alsc over=
come it as a kind son. For if thou takest heed
- how Christ despised the world, and followest
bim here, a8 thou shouldst by the faith of the
Father, thou must needst overcome it. And
here it is manifest, what many men are in this
world. They are not born of God, nor do
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they believe in Christ. For if this belief were
in them, they would follow Christ in the manner
of his life; but they are not of faith, as will be
known in the day of doom. What man should
fully believe that the day of doom will be anon,
and that God shall then judge men, after what
they have been in his cause, and not prepare to
follow Christ for this blessing thereof? Either
the belief of such men sleepeth, or they want a
right belief; since men whe love this world, and
rest in the lusts thereof, live as if God had never
spoken in his word, or would fail to judge them
for their doings.”

The above extracts will be sufficient to glve
the reader a just idea of the spirit which anima- .
ted the rector of Lutterworth, in his ministra-
tions in the pulpit. When this is borne in
mind, in connection with the account given in
this chapter, of his deportment to the poor,
afflicted and dying members of his flock, we
cannot but acknowledge that in that corrupt
and superstitious age of the church, Wycliffe
must have been a man after God’s own heart,
and one to whose care he was not afraid to
commit the feeding of the sheep and lambs of
his flock.
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CHAPTER IX.

WE have now approached a period of Wyc-
liffe’s life to which no small degree of interest is
attached. It was in the year 1883 that he
completed his translation of the scriptures into
the English language—a work that occupied
him for many years, and which is alone suffi-
cient to entitle him to the gratitude of every
Protestant heart. Of all the weapons made
use of, in defeating the designs of that dark and
mysterious power which had so long been hover-
ing over the Church of God, none could have
been so effectual as the sword of the Spirit.

It had been for ages the policy of the Romish
Church, to keep it sheathed in the scabbard, that
so its point might not be directed to the work
of laying bare the « thoughts and intents of the
heart.” The repose of ignorance, and the
vassalage of the bodies and minds of the multi-
tude, were favorable to the retaining of that
implicit hold on the conscience, which they de-
sired. To this end they contended that Christ
had delivered his gospel to the doctors of the
Church, that they might administer such por-
tions to the laity, as the state of the times and
their own ignorance might render desirable.
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In the progress of our narrative, we have how-
ever had occasion to see how lamentably defective
these stewards of God’s word had been in the dis-
charge of their allotted work, and how great had
been tbe evils resulting to the world, from their
neglect of duty. '

Wycliffe’'s strong and discriminating mind,
enlightened by the Spirit of God, saw and
deeply felt the evils under which his countrymen
were suffering. He was also aware of the remedy
which their circumstances required; he had
tested its excellence in his own happy experi-
ence. He knew that to render the scriptures
familiar to the people, was to introduce a light
which must impart a faithful colouring to the
actions of men; and that ignorance and error
would never be so fully exposed, and therefore
never so likely to lose their hold on the
the minds of the people, as when irradiated by
these heavenly rays. Nearly twenty years had
passed since his controversy commenced with
the mendicant friars. Time had only strength-
ened his conviction, of the sufficiency of scrip-
ture and the right of private judgment; and
his previous discussions had, by engaging public
attention to the subjects involved in them, been
the means of preparing the minds of many, for
the reception of the truths of the gospel.
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It may be interesting and instructive for us to
pause for a short time in our narrative, and
enquire what attempts had been made previous
to the age of Wycdliffe, to present the scripture
to the English nation, in their own language.
We have before noticed the early introduction
of - ‘christianity into Britain, but there is no
reason to suppose that any portion of the sacred
volume was given to the inhabitants, otherwise
than as it was possessed by those who introduced
it, viz: in the Latin version. After the depar-
ture of the Romans, the islanders under the
dominion 6f the Saxons relapsed into idolatry;
and when the doctrines of " christianity were
again preached among them 'in the sixth cen-
tury, their reception of them in their purity,
was as we have before remarked, hindered by
many obstacles.

In the seventh century, Cedmon, a Saxon
monk, gave to his counirymen a poem, in which
an attempt was made for the first time, to
embody sacred subjects in Saxon poetry. He
dvew his materials from scripture, and described
the leading incidents related in the first books of
the Bible. In the same age the venerable Bede
attempted his translation of St. Jobn's Gospel,*
which was completed under peculiarly aﬂ'ectmg

* See Appendxx A.
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circomstances. The illustrious Alfred, whose
name is endeared to our memory by so many
interesting associations, is also said to have made
- a considerable progress in a Saxon version of
the Psalms, when his Jabours were mterrupted
by the hand of death.*

But Elfric, a learned and pious Saxon monk,
who lived near the end of the tenth century, in
the reign of Ethelred, did more than any other
individual towards supplying his countrymen
with the word of God in their own language,
since he translated the Pentateuch and some
other detached portions of the sacred volume.

The Norman clergy were better qualified in
some respects, to fulfil this important task; but
they did mot improve their advantages. Two
attempts were made, between the time of the
conquest and the fourteenth century, by natives
of the kingdom, to furnish their countrymen
with a sort of scriptural history in verse; but
these productions were ljttle calculated to pro-
duce any practical benefit. Until the middle
of the fourteenth.century, no effort appears o
bave been made to produce a literal translation
even of detached portions of scripture. At
that period a certain monk, named Richard
Roll, called the hermit of Hampole from his

* See Appondix @,
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residence in a nunnery of that name near Don-
caster, rendered into English prose half the
book of Psalms, to each verse of which he
added a sort of commentary. About the same
time certain devout men among the clergy,
were in the habit of translating for the use of
their people, certain portions of scripture which
were introduced into the service of the Chureh,
while others ventured farther, and completed
versions of some of the gospels or single epis-
tles—which. versions were uniformly gusrded
by. commentaries. ‘

From the above details, which comprise all
the information we are able to collect on this
subject, it appears evident that a literal translas
tion of the entire scriptures was an undertaking,
the honoar of completing which, clearly belongs
to the subject of this memoir. Indeed-the idea
of investing the people in general with such a
precious privilege as that of being able to study
the word of God in their own language, must
have originated in a mind far more comprehen-
sive in its views, than were those of the gener-
ality of theage in which he lived.

There have not been wanting, individuals
who, in opposition to the most authentic testi-
mony, have endeavoured, or at least attempted,
to rob Wycliffe’s memory of that claim to




170 LIFE O® WYCLIFFE.

originality in this undertaking, contended for by
bis friends, and acknowledged by some of his
enemies. A passage from Knighton, a'contem-
porary historian, contains information, which to
unprejudiced minds furnishes evidence of the
most conclusive kind, and which should not be
omitted here. He says, “Christ delivered his
gospel to the clergy and doctors of the Church,
that they might administer to the laity and to
weaker persons, according to the state of the
times and to the wants of men. But this master
John Wycliffe translated it out of Latin into
English, and thus laid it more open to the laity,
and to women,” who could read, than it had
formerly been to the most learned of the clergy,
even of them who had the best understanding.
And in this way the gospel pearl is cast abroad,
and trodden under foot of swine, and that which
was before precious both to clergy and laity, is
rendered as it were the common jest of both:
The jewel of the Church is turned into the
sport of the people, and what was hitherto the
principal gift of the clergy and divines, is made
forever common to the laity.” We cannot but
consider the historian as here expressing, not
only the opinions current among his countrymen,
with regard to the place assigned in-their esti-
mation to the holy scriptures, but as likewise
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-designating correctly the man who had been

courageous enough to attempt to give the Bible
to the multitude in a language, which would
enable them to comprehend and proﬁt by its
perusal,

A modern Romlsh historian* also furnishes
testimony to prove, that Wycliffe is entitled to
the honor of first translating the word of God
into the English language, in the following pas-
sage, extracted from his history:  Wycliffe
made a new translation of the scriptures, multi-
plied the copies with the aid of transcribers, and
by his poor priests, recommended it to the peru-
sal of the hearers. In their hands it became
an engine of wonderful power. Men were

" flattered by the appeal to their private judg-

ment. The new doctrines insensibly acquired
partisans and protectors in the higher classes,
who alone were acquainted with the use of
letters. A spirit of inquiry was generated, and
the seeds were sown of that religious revolation,
which in little more than a century astomshed
and convulsed Europe.” .
To this testimony may be added that of
Woycliffe himself, who in his homily on Matt. xi,
28, speaks of the pérsecutions he had endured,
because he had enabled the people to read the

* Lingard. ®
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scriptures in their mother tongue. His transla-
tion of the Bible, it should be remembered also,
is uniformly enumerated in all the lists of his
works, which have reached the present age.
The advocates of the Romish Church have in all
ages contended warmly, that no attempts should
be made to give the scriptures to the common
people in their own langnage. They endeavour
to find some plausible pretexts for such conduet,
but none of these can stand the scrutiny of such;
as desire impartially and honestlyto bring every
motive to the test of truth. Their real ground
of objection is too apparent. The chains with
which the papal power has so long sought to
fetter her votaries, have been forged and can
only be so, under the shades of ignorance and
error. The full blaze of gospel light and
knowledge will ever effectually quench the
unhallowed flame, by whose instrumentality they
have been wrought into form and solidity.
“Christ and his apostles,” said Wycliffe in
defence of his conduct on this point, “evange-
lized the greater portion of the world, by
making known the-scripture in a language famil-
iar to the people. To this end, did the Holy
Spirit endow them with a knowledge of all
tongues. 'Why therefore should not the living
disciples of Christ do as they did, opening the
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scriptures to the people so clearly and plainly,
that they may verily understand them, since
except to the unbeliever disposed to resist the
Holy Spirit, the things contained in scripture
are no fiction.”

It is hard to tell what assistance Wyecliffe had
in this great work. It is not probable’ that he
wonld decline any proper offers of help in a
work which must have been Herculean to any
single individual, whatever might have been his
peculiar adaptation for it ; — especially one who
was already encumbered with duties of so ardu-
ous a character as those in which the reformer
was engaged, as professor of divinity in a flour-
ishing university, and as a diligent pastor of a
village congregation.

From an ecclesiastical register of 1429 we
find that the cost of a testament of Wycliffe’s
version was £2 16s. 8d. —equal to £20 of
present English money, or §$88.90, of our
money. At that time five pounds were consid-
ered sufficient for the annual support of a curate,
tradesman or yeoman.

Wychﬁ'es translation was made from the
Latin version, there being few persons capable
at that time of studying the scriptures in any
other form. He took considerable pains to
collect various copies and to compare them
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carefully, in order to discover any discrepancies.
There are. numerous manuscript copies of his
version existing at the present day, both in pub-
lic and private libraries, notwithstanding all the
efforts made by his popish enemies to suppress
and destroy them. By the Romish clergy his
version was denounced and proscribed, and his
attempt to lay open its contents to the gaze of
the multitude, was represented as a scarcely less
grievous profanation than that of him who
sought to unveil the sanctuary of the Jewish
temple to the surrounding multitude. So offen-
'sive to the English clergy was Wycliffe’s
endeavour to circulate the scriptures freely, that
in 1390, about six years after his death, a bill
was brought forward in the house of lords, to
forbid the use of his translations by the laity.
This measure was opposed by John of Gaunt,
who boldly declared, ¢ We will not be the dregs
of all, seeing that other nations have the law of
God, which is the law of our faith written in
their own language.” He continued to main-
taig his determination to support this claim,
whoever might oppose it, and by his exertions
the bill was thrown out at that time. In a con-
vocation held in 1408 at St. Paul’s, the pro-
ceedings of the duke of Lancaster were virtu-
ally overborne, for by a decree of that bady, it
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was enacted, - that from that time forward “no
one should translate any text of sacred scripture,
by his own authority, into the English or any
other tongue, in the way of baok, tract or trea-
tise; and that no publication of this sort pub-
lished in the time of John Wycliffe, or since,
. or thereafter ‘to be composed, should be read,
either in part or in whole, eithér in public or in
private, under pain of the greater excommuri-
cation, until such translation should be approved
by the diocesan of the place; or if the matter
should require it, by a provincial council; every
one who should act in contradiction to this
decree, to be punished as an' abettor of heresy
and error.” -
The consequences likely to result from such
1 prohibition, are easy to be imagined; and our
‘eaders who are conversant with the historical
letails of that, and subsequent periods, will-
-eadily recal to memory the persecutions and
severe sufferings whicli were the portion of
those, who ventured to stand up as witnesses for
the truth of scripture, and claimants of the
privilege of reading its sacred pages. May we
not venture to hope that some youthful mind
hitherto indisposed to avail himself of those
blessings which he enjoys, in the possession of
the precious word of God, and theliberty of
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access to it as the fountain of Jife and light,
may be stimulated to greater diligence in impro-
ving his inestimable privileges, by the perusal
of this short account of the labours of him, who
endured so mach in order to procure for his
countrymen the blessing of the word of God, in
a language which could be understood by them.

The year 1881 is memorable in. the English
annals, for the insurrection which broke out
among the commons, headed by Wat Tyler
and others, threatening in its progress to over-
-turn the foundations of all established power.
The enemies of Wycliffe, ever ready to cast
" opprobrium on his memory, hesitate not to say,
that the sentiments he advocated in conversa-
tion and in his writings, were in no slight
degree influential in producing this excitement
in the middle and lower orders of society.
But this accusation is most unfounded, for
though the decided advocate of reform, both of
civil and ecclesiastical abuses, he was ever ready
to urge the duty of proper subordination among
all ranks of society. If the insurrection of the
English commons is solely to be traced to him
as the originating mind, then how shall we
account for the nearly simultaneous and still
more sanguinary commotions in France and
Flanders? Is it not more probable that one

’
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and all of these tumultuary scenes were rather
produced by convulsive heavings' in the public
mind of that age, labouring by some instinctive
impulse, and directed in its workings, by provi-
dential guidance, to throw off that heavy and
benumbing load under which it had so long
been groaning?
The relations which exnsted between the aris-
- tocracy of that age and the lower orders of soci-
ety, were most unfortunate. The reign of
Richard had been far from a happy one for his
people. Being a minor when he came to the
throne, he had been necessarily dependent upon
other and stronger minds, for counsel and
guidance in the administration of government,
the direction of which, devolved principally
upon his three uncles, the dukes of Lancaster,
York and Gloucester, each of whom, by his
peculiar cast of character, served as a partial
check on the dangerous ambition of the others.
The system of taxation which then prevailed, was
so exceedingly burdensome and oppressive, that
the landed proprietors had been greatly impov-
erished by it, and were driven, in their extremi-
ties, to harass and exact from their dependents,
to a degree which appears to have goaded the
latter to make some desperate effort to lighten a

load which they felt to be beyond their powers
12
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of endurance. Under the plea of retaining
certain cities on the coast®of the continent as
¢ barbieans of England,” and of paying debts
of the king, large gramts of money were deman-
ded by the ministry, from the impoverished
commons, who, though firmly resisting for.a
time, at length reluctantly voted a subsidy to
the crown. This proving jnsufficient, fresh
demands were made on them, and at length. the
warm debate which followed, was closed by the
adoption of a poll tax, a mode of contribution
which fell on each person according to their
rank. The collectors of this tax, in the enforce-
ment of their claim upon the lower orders,
descended to such acts of brutal violence as
exasperated the multitude to the highest degree;
and at length, on the occasion of a more than
wonted provocation, Wat Tyler, a tradesman of
Kent, headed a rebellion against the govern-
ment. The insurgents openly expressed their
-dissatisfaction with Lancaster, while they mani-
fested attachment to Richard, personally. They
sought an audience of their sovereign, to which
Richard and some of his counsellors seemed
disposed to accede. It was however, violently
opposed by Sudbury, archbishop of Canterbury,
‘who spoke in contemptuous la.nguage of the
malcontents.
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The wrongs offered to them by the primate
" could not be forgiven, and while the leaders of
the insurgents were engaged in conferring with
their sovereign at Mile end, a large body of the
.rabble seized the persons of Sudbury, — the
treasurer, — and the chief commissioner of the
poll tax, and cutting off all their heads, bore
them in trinumph through the streets of London.

From this time, violence and disorder char-
acterized the proceedings of Tyler and his
associates. Three times they made demands on
government, which were ‘all ‘complied with,
. although no cessation was caused to their tu-
multuous doings. Richard appears person-
ally to have been disposed to adopt lenient
measures towards them, but his wishes were
overborne by his ministry, and several hundreds
of the offenders were put to death by the exe-
cutioner. o

The body of clergy opposed to Wycliffe, made
every effort to represent his doctrines as having
been the foumtain from which had issued those
streams which had spread disaffectiop and disor- -
der over the whole face of society; but the
impartial reader of his writings and memoirs, °
is made to feel that the influence of his princi-
ples when carried out fully, would have been
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rather to restrain the violence of the insurgents,
than to incite them to resist the claims of lawful
authority. Violence, whether of a civil or reli-
gious nature, was always i opposition to the
wishes of the reformer, whose efforts appear
unformly to have been directed to the checking
of the evils which existed in the state of society,
and not to the fomenting of discord. And his
endedvours to promote & reformation in church
or state, arose not from a restless love of change,
but from an impelling sense of duty resting on
him. He had a commission to executey and he
was straitened until his work was accomplished.

pRpsapes Y
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CHAPTER X. .

THE position in which Wycliffe was placed
with regard to the Romish Church, was soon
to undergo a change. He Trad hitherto been
principally engaged in detecting the abuses
of ecclesiastital power, and as the defender of
the rights of the crown, the university and the
people, against the encroachments of the papacy.
He was now about to unfold the mysteries of
iniqujity and corruption, which were concealed
" within the more secret recesses*of the spiritual
Babylon, who had set herself in oppositian to
the will and people. of God.

* Among the doctrines of the Romish Church
which he considered erroneous, that of transub-
stantiation appeared to him especially fraught
with impiety and contradiction. He therefore
devoted himself resolutely in opposing its pro-
gress, and in seeking to gxpel it from the creed
of his countrymen. - :

While tracing the history of this doctnne, we
are made to see that this and other articles of
belief held by the popish communien in opposi-
tion to the faith of protestants, are in reality
heretical additions, grafied on to-the ereed of
the primitive Church in comparatively modern

L]
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times. Instead therefore, of the boasting enqui-
ry, “ Where was the Protestant Church before
the reformation?” so often made by Catho-
lics, being incapable of receiving a satisfactory
amswer, Protestants may with the records of the
Church in their hands, and with the words of
inspiration engraven on their hearts, confidently
assert, that their beloved Church is the one
instituted by. Christ and his Apostles, while the
Romish ‘creed is the accumulated product of
subsequent and corrupt ages.

The doctrine of transubstantiation was first
openly taught in the.Church in the ninth cen-
tury, by Radbert, a French monk, who main-
tained that aftgr the consecration of the sacred
elements in the Lord’s Supper, nothing re-
mained of the symbols but the outward figure ;
under which form, the very same body that
suffered on the cross was really and locally pres-
ent.. This opinion was quickly opposed by cer-
tain divines, but the voice of the Church was
not definitely heard on the subject until the
eleventh century. At that time, Berengarius, a
Gallic bishop, boldly stood up to confute the
error of transubstantiation. His doctrines bar—
monized with the creed of the Apostles, and
with the articles of belief held by Protestant
Churches of the present day. - The zeal and
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ability with which he defended his opinions,
arrested public attention, and the clergy of the
western Churches soon arrayed themselves as
his decided supporters or opponents. The
papacy seems to have become early sensible of
the additional power with which the doctrine of
transubstantiation was designed to invest the
sacred order ; and accordingly, Berenganus had
no sooner explicitly avowed his sentiments, than
he was assailed by the gensures of the pontiff,
and the forfeiture of his episcopal revenues.
He was three times compelled to appear at Rome
and make an avowal of his faith. Under the
influence of fear, he wavered in his confession ;
but subsequently in the retirement it which his
later years were passed, he humbly bewailed the
indecision and disavowal of his real sentiments
to which he had been driven for a season,
through dread of his enemies.

With regard to the opinions entertained by
the Anglo-Saxon Church on the doctrine in
question, it is evident, that while it was not alto-
gether unknown to her divines, meither was it
recognized as an article of her creed previously
to the tenth centur§.

One of the Saxon homilies supposed to be
translated from a Latin original by Elfric, abbot
of St. Albans, in the tenth century, states the
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doctrine of the early English Church upon this
subject. “Much” [difference] it says, is
betwixt the body in which Christ suffered, and
the body which is hallowed to housel. The
body truly in which Christ suffered was born of
the flesh of Mary, with a reasonable soul; his
ghostly body, which we call the housell, is gath-
ered of many grains, without blood, bone, limb
or soul. And therefore nothing is to be under-
stood therein bodily, but all is ghostly (or spirit-
ually) to be understood.” And again, “The
apostle has said of the Hebrews, that they did
all eat the same spiritual meat, and that they
did all drink the same spiritual drink. And
this he said, not bodily but spiritually, Christ
being not yet born, nor his blood shed when
the people of Israel ate that meat and drank
of that stone.” .,

It is a fact well attested by history, that not-
withstanding the tyranny which the Danes had
exercised over the Saxon clergy, yet that it was
from this body of his subjects that the con-
queror experienced the most determined oppo-
sition. They paid a severe penalty for their
obstinacy, for they were driven from their
Churches and saw foreigners substituted in
their places. The most distinguished of these
was Lanfranc, whom William in opposition ta
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his own wishes, elevated to the see of Canter-
bury. He was one of the most celebrated
opponents of Berengarius, and from that time
until the age of Wycliffe, the faith in the real
presence appears to have been generally, and
with little opposition, received by the clergy of
the island, and inculcated by them on the minds
of the people.

The reformer in attempting to refute this
erroneous but prominent doctrine of the Romish
Church, must have been fully aware of the dan-
ger and suffering to which he was exposing him-
self. But he considered that there were inter-
ests at stake, of too momentous a kind to
permit him to be deterred from duty by any
fears of a personal nature. That he did not
enter lightly or unadvisedly on this important

work, but had weighed weM its cost, and’

counted the probable sacrifices he would be
called on to endure in its prosecution, we may
gather from the following extract, which forms
the infroduction to one of his most popular
pieces on the subject. ¢ Forasmneh as our
Saviour Jesus Christ, with the prophets who
were before him, and the apostles who were
presently with him, whom he also left after him,
and whose hearts were mollified by the Holy
Ghost, — have warned us, and given us know-
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ledge, that there are two manner of ways, the
one to life, the other to death; therefore pray
we heartily to God, that he, of his mere mercy,
will so strengthen us with the grace and stead-
fastness of the Holy Spirit, as to make us strong
in spiritual living according to the gospel, that
so the world — no, not the very infidels, papists,
nor apostates, may gather any occasion to speak
evil of us; that we may enter into that straight
gate as Christ our Saviour, and all that follow
him have done, not in idle living, but in diligent
labouring — yea in great sufferance of persecn-
tion, even to the death.”

The sentiments of Wycliffe in regard to the
doctrine in question, o¢cupy so prominent a
place in his sermons, that there can be scarce a
doubt entertained, whether they were not
familiar to his flock, as well as to his friends at
large. Nevertheless, he does not appear to
have formally attacked the absurdities of the
doctrine of transubstantiation, or to have called
on its advocates to refute the charges he brought
against them on this head, until in the course of
delivery of his spring lectures at Oxford, in
1881. He then published a list of conclusions,
in which he called the attention of the members
of the university to the subject. In these,
while he admitted that the words of consecra
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tion conferred a peculiar dignity on the symbols
made use of in the sacramental feast, .he yet es-
pecially stated, that * the consecrated host which
we see upon the altar, is neither Christ or any
part of him, but an effectual sign of him.”

At this period the religious orders possessed a
majority'both of numbers and influence in the
university, and indignant at an attack thus bold-
ly made on a doctrine the belief in which they
considered highly subservient to their interests,
they determined to use every precaution to sub-
vert the influence of the reformer’s sentiments.
They persuaded the Chancellor William de
Berton, to summon a convention of twelve di-
vines, for the purpose of considering the erro-
neous doctrines of the professor of divinity, and
of publicly condemning and refuting them.
The convention accordingly denounced Wyec-
liffe’s opinions on the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper as highly erroneous, and stated what
the Romish Church recognized as the true
doctrine of the eucharist, ¢ that by the sacra-
mental words, duly pronounced by the priest,
the bread and wine upon the altar are transub-
stantiated, or substantially converted into the”
true body and blood of Christ—so that after
consecration, there is not, the material bread
and wine which before existed, but only the
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species of the same, under which are contained
the true body of Christ, and his blood, not figu-
ratively, but essentially, substantially and corpo-
rally—so that Christ is verily there present in
his own proper bodily presence.” As a further
guard of these doctrines from the touch of here-
tics, sentences of excommunication and impri-
sonment, were denounced against all members
of the university who, either in the schools or
out of them, should venture to inculcate the
obnoxious sentiments of the reformer, or should
even be found guilty of listening to arguments
in favor of them.

‘This convention held its sitting privately, but
no sooner was its measures determined on, than
they were carried into execution. Wycliffe was
at that time in the school of the Augustinians,
lecturing to his pupils on this very doctrine.
He paused for a few moments on the entrance
of the messenger, who then proceeded to pro-

nounce the decree of the convention which had-

been assembled by order of the chancellor.
He however soon recovered his presence of
mind, and complained of the substitution of
brute force instead of reason, and challenged
any, or all of his opponents to a discussion of
the subject. He expressed his determination to
¢ with firmness and resolution and since they

L
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had given him the choice of but two alterna- .
tives — silence or imprisonment, he appealed
fromdbe decision of his present judges to the
king for protection,

By the decree of the chancellor, the reformer
was forbidden to speak any further on the ob-
noxious subject, but no restriction was laid on
the use of his pen, and as considerable time
must elapse before the next meeting of parlia-
ment, he determined to take advantage of the
interval to compose a short treatise on the eu-
charist. 'The fruit of these labors was entitled
the Wicket, the object of which was, to expose
the numberless absurdities and contradictions,
to which-the human mind would be led, in em-
bracing the views of his adversaries.

Our readers will readily recal to memory, the
murder of Sudbury archbishop of Canterbury,
in the coumse of the tumultuary proceedings of
1881. In October following, the vacant see
was filled by Courtney, .previously bishop of
London, who has been formerly introduced to

our notice as acting a conspicuous part, in the
assembly collected for the trial of Wycliffe.
Certain insignia of his office, could not however

- be obtained by Courtney, until May 1382, and
until then, the jurisdiction of his see was de-
clined.
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In two days after he entered upon the duties
of his new office, he summoned a convention of
divines at a residence of the Grey Friars, Lon-
don; the object of this meeting appears to have .
been, to procure a formal condemnation of
‘Woycliffe’s opinions, and to make arrangements
for the prosecution of all such as should hesi-
tate to renounce them. The meeting had how-

_ever, scarcely commenced its deliberations, when

the city was shaken by an earthquake, by which
circumstapce, the courage of some of the di-
vines was so far shaken, that they even ventured
to express some uneasiness, lest they might be
entering on a work displeasing to God. But
the primate with ready ingenuity suggested a
different explanation of these appalling phenom-
ena. He reminded the assembly, that the earth-
quake was produced by the escape of noxious va-
pours from the earth, which if retained within her
bosom, would have proved destructive to her;
- 80 likewise he argued would they find the peace '
and prosperity of the Church promoted, by the
forcible removal from within her precincts of all
such heterodox and malign spirits, as was he,
whose opinions they were about to bring un-
der consideration.

The courage of the assembly, being thus re-
stored, they proceeded with the business before
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them. Twenty-four conclusions were read as
those which had been “preached generally, com-
monly, and publicly, through the province of
Canterbury and the realm of England.” After
deliberating on these conclusions for three days,
the divines agreed that ten of them were hereti-
cal and the remaining ones erroneous. Those
articles which were pronounced heretical, relat-
ed chiefly to the sacrament of the Lord’s Sup-
per — to the forfeiture by priests and bishops of
their sacred functions by occasion of deadly sins
— to the needlessness of auricular confession —
to the unlawfulness of clerical documents — and
to the claims of a_depraved pontiff in virtue of
authority conferred by the emperor; the state-
ments of Wycliffe which were pronounced to
be erroneous, were affirmed to teach, that it was
heretical, for a prelate to excommunicate an in-
dividual without knowing whether he was con-
demned by God, and treasonable to. forbid ap-
peals from clerical tribunals to the authority of
the king — that the gospel might be preached
without waiting for the sanction of pope or pre-

" - late—that tythes are merely alms due to the

clergy, only provided they are devout men —
and that the institution of the religious orders,
is unwarranted by Scnpture and injurious in its
tendency. .’
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Some of these doctrines had been unques-
tionably inculcated by Wycliffe, both in his
preaching and by .his writings, but others, ap-
pear to have been strained from their original
meaning by the industry and ingenuity of his
persecutors. Courtney speedily issued letters
addressed te the bishops of London and Lin-
coln, exhorting and commanding them, to for-
bid the heresies and errors of Wycliffe, to be
held, preached, or defended by any of the cler-
gy within their respective dioceses. = Similar in-
structions were also sent to one Peter Stokes, a
Carmelite monk, and a doctor of divinity in
Oxford who had become distinguished as an op-
ponent of the reformers.

In order that these proceedings for the sup-
pression of heresy, might be rendered more
solemn and impressive, it was determined on
the ensuing Whitsuntide, to call the attention
of the citizens of London to the subject, by a
religious procession. On the day appointed, a
long train of clergy and laity were seen movin
bare-footed toward St. Paul’s cathedral. When
the solemn train reached the sacred building, a
Carmelite monk ascended the pulpit, and ad-
dressed the people on the dangers to which their
faith was exposed at that time, from the dan-
gerous designs of certain crafty enemies.
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Notwithstanding all these exertions of the
Archbishop to destroy the influence of Wycliffe,
he still continued to retain many friends within
the halls of the university. The Chancellor
Berton had been smperseded in his office by
Robert Rigge, who was not only an advocate of
the reformer’s opinions, but had suffered con-
siderably in the maintainance of them. A cer-
tain Dr. Hereford whom the primate had ‘ve-
hemently suspected of heresy,” was at the same
time called on by the chancellor to preach be-
fore the university, as if to prove his steady de-
termination to support the cause of the reform-
er. Courtney however was not to be swerved
from his purpose; he advised the chancellor to
alter his course of proceedings and to give his

countenance in bringing to destruction a sect,
" against whom he avowed Doth the king and
lords had promised to unite their authority.

In making this assertion, the primate had not
spoken without authority. The youthful and
feeble-minded. Richard, had become already in-
volved in that train of difficulties, from which,
though never destined to be free, he was ardent-
ly desirous of extricating himself. He saw that
the commons were disaffected towards him, and
as a substitute for the loss of their affection,

bis counsellors, several of whom were ecclesias-
13
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tics, advised him to endeavor to propitiate the
clergy. Under these circumstances the English
clergy united in preferring to their sovereign
and his ministers, a series of complaints against
the doctrines and practices of Wycliffe and his
followers, to whom in contempt they now for the
“first time gave the appeliation of Lollards, a
name which had been appropriated hitherto to
certain continental secretaries, on whom in ac-
cordance with the spirit of the Romish Church,
great and unjust abuse had been heaped. Various
obnoxious sentiments, and heretical doctrines~
were attributed to the Lollards, the effect of
which was designed to bring them under the -
will of the king'and nobles.

The design of Wycliffe's’ enemies succeeded
so far, as to obtain the sanction of the king and
certain of his lords, to a parliamentary statute
which is memorable from being the first enact-
ment introduced into the Parliament Rell, for
the suppression of heresy. This document was
in point of law invalid, as it contained no inti- -
mation of an assent having been given to it, ei-
ther by the Lords or Commons, nevertheless it
was highly influential in accomplishing the ob-
ject of those who proposed the measure. The
purport of it was, to direct public attention te
certain evil persons, who were in the practice of

%
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going from place to place “under dissimulation
of great holiness and without the license of civ~
il authority, preaching daily, not only in church-
es, but In churchyards, markets, fairs, and other
public places, divers sermons, containing here-
sies and notorious errors, to the great blemish-~
ing of the Christian faith, to the destruction of
the laws and estate of holy church, to the great
peril of the souls of men.” &c. It is” says the
document ¢‘ordained in this present parliament,
that sheriffs and other ministers of the king
shall be empowered to arrest all such preach-
ers, and also their maintainers and abettors,
and hold them in arrest and strong prison,
till they will justify themselves according to the
law and reason of holy-church.” ’
Although this ordinance was, as we before
said, literally invalid, yet Courtney ventured to
avail himself of it, and assumed the office of
#¢ chief inquisitor of heretical pravity through-
out the province of Canterbury.” His attention
was first directed to, Oxford, from which he ear-
nestly desired to root out the pestilential tares of
heresy. He again summoned the synod which
had been dispersed at Grey Friars, to a meeting
on the 12th of June, and issued orders, for Ro-
bert Rigge the Chancellor of the University,
and William Brightwell a doctor of ‘d.ivinity, to
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appear before him and answer for their late con-
duct, and for their opinion respecting the dis-
puted articles. Although Rigge had coincided
with Wycliffe in_the opinion, that the university
was an establishment less amenable to the eccle-
siastical than the civil power; and although he
was an admirer of the reformer’s character and
assented to many of his tenets; yet either from
an unwillingness to advocate all his opinlons, or
perhaps from a fear of the consequences which
might result to him, from placing himself unre-

_ servedly in the ranks of one now proscribed for
heresy, it is certain that when summoned before
the synod to answer for his conduct and opinions,
he did-declare his assent to the judgment passed
on the twenty-four articles, in a previous meet-
ing; and his companion, Brightwell after some
hesitation fellowed his example.

After this acknowledgment had been made on
their part, the archbishop delivered a letter to
“his well beloved som in Christ, the chancellor
of the university,” requiring him to publish
the proscribed articles, and to suspend from the
exercise of scholastic duties, or from preaching,
those’ persons within the university who had been

~accused of heresy; among these names were
those of John Wycliffe and several of his mest
prominent disciples. Notwithstanding the pub-

0]
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lic ptotestation which had been given by the
chancellor before the synod, Courtney’s suspi-
cions of the soundness of his religious views,
revived soon after he left the assembly, and he
proceeded to enjoin on him immediately after in
a still more direct manner, the duty resting on
him of suppressing the progress of heresy.

The synod continued its deliberations from
time t® time, through June and the early part
of July; and during its whole séssion it was oc-
cupied with the cases of Hereford and his as-
sociates, ‘'while Wycliffe appears never to have
been openly molested. .

This forbearance may have. been owing to the
determination expressed by him of makmg an .
appeal to the crown, or fgpm some lurking fears
of the Duke of Lancaster, who had not at this -
time entirely renounced the cause, of the re-
- former.

Wyecliffe during this period resided at-Lut-
terworth but in his retirement he failed not " to
raise his voice, in condemnation of the unjustifi-
able attempts which had been of latg made, to
silence the defenders of truth, and to stamp
them with the approbious name of heretics.~—
We find him in one of his parochial discourses
evidently referting to these persecutions, and the
most prominent instigators of them. Courtney
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is especially pointed out, as « the great bishop of
England, who is incensed because God’s law is
written in English to unlearned men;”. and as
_ having pursued, “a certain priest because he
writeth to men this English, and summoneth
him and travaileth” him, so that it-is hard for
him to bear it.”

Wycliffe was at- this period advancmg in the
vale of years; the cares incidert to his eventful
life, — the painful conflict of feeling occasioned

.- by the malicious designs of his enemies, — tk

“hardships and exposure to which his itineran:
labours exposed him, — had all concurred to un-
dermine his constitution, and weaken his physi-
cal and intellectual energies. Under such cir-
cumstances our sympathies become strongly
awakened, and we feel indignation stirring with-
in us, at the pertinacious efforts of his enemies,
and are constrained to express our astonishment
at their continuing to follow one of his age and
infirmities, with the spigit of persecution. But
we should ever remember our Lord’s declaration,
thet as an ungodly world had persecuted him,
so would it continue to exhibit the same spirit
towsards his disciples; “yes, and all that will live
godly in Christ Jesns, shall suffer persecution.”
But while the, Almighty Ruler of the world, in
his own wisdom' permits for a season the designs
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of unholy men to proceed to a certain length, he
yet, almost uniformly, so contracts the evil, as to

render ineffectual the malice of the persecutor,

or else graciously overrules it for the spiritual

and eternal good of the victims of it.

Thus in the present instance, we find the re-
former, endeavouring to turn his sufferings to a
-means of spiritual improvement. In one of his
sermons compesed at this period he devoutly al-

" ludes to the subject, and compares the ineffectual
attempt of our Lord’s enemies, to confine his
body to the tomb, and thusto prevent hisresurrec~
tion, to that employed by the Romish Church
in the fourteenth century in shielding those scrip-
tures from the eyes of the laity, which with pro-
phetic gye hé saw were .destined to be raised
from obscurity, to illumijnate the church 4nd re-
store her primitive beauty — «“Oh! €hrist,” he
exclaims, “thy law is hidden' — when wilt thou
send thine angel to remove the stone, and ghow
thy truth unto thy flock? Well I khow that
knights have taken gold in their case,to help that

- thy law may be.thus hid and thine ordinaices
consumed. But well I know that at the ‘day of
doom it shall be manifest, and even before, when
thou arisest afgainst thy enemies!”

While Wygliffe insthe retirement of Lutter- .
worth had considered it expedient ‘to present his -
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‘case to the consideration of his parishioners, he

did not rest contented with the effort to enlist
merely their sympathies, in his behalf. His
enemies had made his case public, by obtaining
the concurrence of the king and parliament to
the plan whicl they had devized for suppressing
the progress of his opinions, if not of crushing
him personally. As they had “appealed unto
Ceaesar” in the first instance, so did he think it
expedient to do so likewise, and for this purpose
presented a summary of the most important of
his tenets, embodied in an appeal to the crown
and parliament. He availed himself of this
qpportunity to bring before the authorities to
whom his petition was addressed, nearly the

wholk substance of that cause, to the promotion’

of which, his whole energy of mind and body
had been devoted. There were four chief arti-
cles contained in this docyment; the first.of
which related to the vows of the religious. He
endeavoured to divest them of that power over
the sympathies of men, with which the papacy
had long sought to invest them, by proving
them to have originated in the wisdom of men,
and not in that of. God. He next endeavoured

to prove the right which the civil power possess- -

ed over the temporal property of the qhurch,
énd consequently, the propriety or lawfulness of

— e
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.

their alienating it under certain specified circum- .

stances. In the third article, he enlarged upon
an opinion frequently advocated by him, ¢ that

the tythes and other voluntary offerings of the

Church, may be withdrawn from the bishops
and other clergy, on occasion of their falling in-
to great sins, and thus cancelling their right to
" the enjoyment of them. In the last, he prayed
that the same doctrine of the eucharist, which was
taught by Christ and his apostles, might be
openly set forth in the churches of his time.”
The first article was enlarged upon much
more at length, than were any of the others;

and this is not surprising, when we: recollect .

what a mighty influeuce his enemies exerted in
their attempts against him, through the agency

-of_ the-body of monks, and the mendlcants es-

pecially.

~It would seem that parliament was not un-
moved by the appeal of the reformer, since we
find soon after, that the commons presented a
petition to their sovereign, protesting against the
validity of. the late statute for the suppression of
heresy, and praying for its repeal. The monarch
in reply, granted a formal assent to their request,
but his subsequent conduct rendered hls prom-
ises null and inefficacious.

The parliament and convocation, to whom .
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Woycliffe’s opinions were referred, met at Oxford.
The primate informed his assembled clergy, that
the business before them, was to grant a subsidy
to the crown, and to remedy certain disorders
which had too long disgraced the university, and
were spreading rapidly through the religious
© community. Woycliffe was summoned to appear
to answer for his opinions.

The peculiar circumstances, in which some of
the parties concerned were now placed, called
for circumspection on the part of Courtney.
Phe commons had felt themselves aggrieved by
the late encroachments on their privileges, and a
repetition of such proceedings was therefore
cautiously to be avoided: the nobility were
alive to any measure on the part of the clergy
which threatened to conflict with their worldly in-
terests, and were ready to lend their countenance
to the reformer in his opposition to the prelates,
when the advantages to be gained were of a
secular kind. Under these circumstances Court-
ney considered it expedient, to.select as the
particular subject of his inquisition, the tenets
of the aceused on the eucharist. This was a
critical period not only in the history of Wye-
liffe but in that of his former distinguished pa-
tron, John of Gaunt, who owing to the peculiar
situation in which he was now placed, as re-
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spected his political relations, considered it
injudicious to provoke any farther the ill will of

the clergy towards himself.. Accordingly, the.

duke advised the rector of Lutterworth to sub~
mit in all such doctrinal matters, to the judg-
ment of the prelates. But Wycliffe felt, that
acting as he had done, avowedly from principle,
he had gone already too far to recede, without
incurring the charge of palpable inconsistency
and departure from strict integrity.

This period ig one of deep interest to those
who -are studying his true character. The
world, the flesh, and the great adversary of souls
~ stood leagued together, tempting him to make a’

compromise of principle; for had he but con-
sented to deny those opinions on the encharist
which he had previously maintained, or even
promised to abstain from preaching them, he
would at once, most probably have been shel-
tered from the resentment of the clergy, under
the covert of the duke of Lancaster’s protec-
tion. Doubtless there may have been a conflict
- betweenr principle and natyral feeling in the bo-
som of the reformer, but the farmer obtained the
victory. His enemies indeed, while they bear
testimony to his firmness on this occasion, seek
to represeht his steadfastness as originating in-a
natural obstinacy of temper, and not as flowing
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from christian motives; but the disciples of
Christ in every age have been compelled to bear
reproach for his sake, and to have their most
holy actions branded as evil, by the opponents
of vital religion.

Lest our young readers may be tempted to
concur in the opinion of Wycliffe’s adversaries,
and to attribute his steadfast adherence to the
doctrine of transubstantiation to improper mo-
tives, we would remind them, of the light in which
he was accustomed to regard that tenet of
papacy. He considered it idolatry, to bestow
upon a piece of mere bread, that adoration

_ which was alone due to God our Creator, and

the obvious tendency of receiving such doc-
trines into the Church, was, he thought, to
invest the priesthood with a power of palming
the grossest errors upon the community, in
opposition to-the dictates of reason-or of the sen-
ses, or to the words of revelation. If-the author- -
ity of the Church be sufficient to compel
men to submit to one such' dogma, then he
argued, is it impossible to define the limits
to which the clergy may carry their schemes
for blinding the eyes, and imposing on -the
oconsciences of men. He sought the overthrow
of this doctrine therefore, not only from a
belief that it was in its nature false, but also
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because he considered it-as being directly or
indirectly, the parent of innumerable falsehoods,
and as such, essentially opposed to the liberty of
the human mind.

The assembly convoked at Oxford for the
purpose of ascemaining and pronouncinggn the
opinions of Wycliffe, consisted of many distin-
guished prelates and other persons of rank and
eminence, around whom a crowd of the laity
stood waiting in deep anxiety the progress of
the discussion. The spot where they were col-
lected, was consecrated as it were, in his eyes,
by -the most interesting associations of more
than forty years. Not only was it endeared to
‘him as the nursery in which his intellectual
character had been formed and matured, and
probably hallowed by the circumstance of his
spiritual nature having been there renewed and
sanctified: but its walls had also, during many
years, echoed to the sound of his voice as the
advocate of religious and civil liberty, and the
resolute defender of their rights against foreign
encroachments, and the machinations of papacy.
At this moment however, all the obligations he
had conferred on the university and his country,
would seem to have been for a season forgotten.
Before this imposing assembly the reformer
stood alone, or at least unsupported by any
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human protector — with a head silvered by
time, but still more by mental anxiety, and
bodily toil. He was however, so nerved by
principle and his confident assurance in the
goodress of his cause, that his heart quailed
not, nor did his presence of mind forsake him.
He delivered two confessions, one in English
and the other in Latin, which contained the
substance of his defence before the assembly at
Oxford, and the former of which was written in
such a manner as to be intelligible to the assem-
bled multitude.

In these confessions Wychﬂ'e delivered his
opinions upon the eucharist, and asserted, that
of all the anti-christian delusions which had
been poured on the earth since the time of
Satan’s enlargement, the doctrine of transub-
stantiation was the one most repugnant to“the
religion of the Bible, and to the dictates of
sound reason.

Notwithstanding the great preponderance of
power on the side of Wycliffe’s accusers, they
seem to have been somewhat perplexed as to
the proper method of dealing with him. They
were well aware that he had enlistéd -in his
behalf not only the affection of the populace,
but had awakened deep sympathy in the bosoms
of many of the powerful and learned.
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This-will most probably account for their not
proceeding any farther against him at that time,
than to dissolve his connexion henceforth’ with
the university of Oxford. But though the
parent ‘tree was thus removed from the walls of
the university, it had previously dispersed its
seed so widely, that every subsequent effort to
uproot it entirely, appeared ineffectual.

A mandate was however issued by his sov-
ereign, ordering the reformer and his adherents
to be expelled from Oxford within seven days.
He then retired to the shades of Lutterworth,
and once more renewed his efforts to diffuse
abroad his principles, in spite of age and mﬁr-
mities, and the opposition of his enemies.

It was about this period that Pope Urban
V1. issued a mandate, requiring Wiycliffe to
appear in person at- Rome, there to answer in
presence of the pontiff, to the charges of heresy
brought against.him. At the- time when the
‘reformer received this summons, he was disabled
'by paralysis, from undertaking a journey so
fatiguing as was that to Rome, but had he not
been incapacitated by this affliction, there seems
to have been no sufficient reason to have ware
ranted, or at any rate to have obliged him to
expose himself to a conflict of so unequal a kind,
as would have been presented had he in his own
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. person — unaided by any human supporter,
confronted himself with the whole array of
papal power, and that too in the seat of her
dominion. '

Although he declived to obey the citation in
person, he still deemed it advisable to address a
letter in reply to the pope, in which he gave his
reasons for his non-appearance, and then took
an opportunity for offering some ¢ wholesome
counsel,” as he called it, to the head of the
Romish Church, advising him to “leave his
worldly lordship to worldly lords, as Christ had
enjoined him, and speedily move all his clerks
to do the same, for thus he said Christ himself,
and his disciples also had done, until the fiend
had blinded this world.” He ‘then proceeded
to express his readiness to retract his opinions,
should they be proved erroneous; and stated in
conclusion, that as it was by the providence of
‘God that he was prevented from visiting Rome,
s0 he trusted the pope would not prove himself
to be indeed Antichrist, by openly insisting on
his doing: what was in direct opposition to his
will, which had been plainly manifested -in the
_ providential infliction of the disease by which
he was at that time kept a prisoner at his own
home.
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CHAPTER XIL

. It would not have been a matter of surprize
in perusing the life of Wycliffe, had we found
him when excluded from Oxford, and in the
retirement of his parish, yielding so far to the
dictates of natural feeling, as to have desisted
from any further acts of open opposition to pa-
pacy, or-from the public reiteration of the views
which he entertained of her corrupt doctrines
and -practices. The infirmities incident to his
advanced age and shattered constitution, would,
we think, have been considered a sufficient apol-
ogy for his silence, when retired behind the
scene, over which the papal authorities had so
~ unceremoniously dropped the curtain. But the
mind of the reformer was one.of no common
order, and his zeal and energy of purpose,
relaxed not with the decay of his physical pow-
ers,-—on the contrary, he seemed to have been
quickened to a brighter and more enlivening dis-
play of his powers when they were about to be
quenched in death, as a taper when it has reached
" its socket, will send forth a more vivid and
intense flame than at eny previous moment.
About two years.intervened between his exelu-
sion ﬁ'ollix Oxford and his death, and though at
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"that time on the verge of three score, yet we
find him during that brief space, in addition to
his ordinary parochial labours, composing and
giving to the public, fourteen or fifteen impor-
tant tracts or treatises, some of which, present a
more clear exhibition of his intellectual powers
and peculiar opinions, than any of his previ-
ous publications. It is not possible to say
whether these treatises had been partly com-
posed previously, but they were then brought to
matarity, and first given to the pablic, and as
bearing the impress of the great intellectual
and spiritual champion of-his age and country,
they will be regarded, to remote ages, with
intense interest, however they may have been
maligned, misrepresented or undervalued by his
enemies. Indeed he appears never to have been
more formidable to them, than during these two
closing years of his life, when worn with toil and
anxiety, — with his physical powers prostrated
and impaired by paralysis, — just released as it
were from the mouth of the Jion, and while in
continual expectatlon, as we learn from his wri-
tings, of being again subjected to his attacks.

Among the most important of the works
which he completed at this period of his life, we
may first notice that entitled his Trialogus. It
is written in the form of a dialogue, that style of
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composition having been selected by him, in
the belief that it would be more attractive to
general readers, than that of a dissertation,
Truth, Falsehood and Wisdom are personified
in it, and he is thus enabled, when discussing the
great controversial points of doctrine which
“were agitated at that time in the religious com-
munity, to propose each one severally as a ques-
tion by the first of the characters, the second of
whom undertakes to answer the objections made
to it, while the third acts as umpire. Though
written in a style, made offensive to modern ears,
by the barbarism of the age, and notwithstand-
ing the reasoning partakes strongly of the pecu-
liarities of scholastic disputants, it has neverthe-
less been pronmmunced by competent judges, one
of the most valuable productions of- the age,
from the clear exposition which it gives of some
of the most important truths of the gospel.
The doctrine of the Trinity is set forth plainly,
snd the author éndeavours to illustrate this
great truth of revelation, by showing the anal-
ogy existing between it and certain appearances
of nature. He refutes the error of those, who
pretend to say that the light of faith is contrary
to nature, and contengs, that ¢ God teaches us
the truth, and nothing but the truth, and what
may be known by us as such.” After having
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established the correctness of this position, he
proceeds to expose the falsehood of transubstan-
tiation, and to maintain the orthodox opinions
with respect to the eucharist. The writer does
not content himself however, with discussing
doctrinal points alone, but goes on to prove the
necessary connection which exists hetween the
faith of the gospel, and the morality of the gos-
pel. Sin is portrayed.in its true colours, and
its remission is represented as only to be obtained
through faith in the atonement and intercession
of the Redeemer; the doctrines of grace are
maintained; the love of God is represented as
the only sure foundation of a holy life; and in
short, the fundamental points of doctrine held
by protestant believers of the present day, are
boldly taught through the whole of the Tria~
logus. . :

Among the other treatises of Wycliffe which
were prepared by him subsequently to his exclu-
sion from Oxford, was that entitled ¢ On Obedi-
ence to Prelates.” The poor priests appear to
have been held up to public odium, by the
ecclesiastical authorities, as being disobedient
to their sovereign, and deficient in proper defer~
ence to the dignitaries of the Church. Wye-
liffe undertook, in this tract, to refute this cal-
umny ; — he professed his own readiness ever to
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honot and obey his superiors in the Church,
whenever their requirements were not in oppo-
sition to the commands of God. To demand
more than this, was, he thought, to depart from
the rules of apostolic enactment, and therefore not
. to be submitted to by the community. ¢Let
bishops” he said, “emulate the zeal of the
apostles, and the dutiful submission both of the
priesthood and of the laity, would be readily
- yielded. Let them but regulate their censures
by the will of the Supreme Lord, and true men
would be the last to despise one or the other.”
*-He had not only a word of friendly advice to
offer to the prelates on their unscriptural
assumption of authority ; —he likewise under-
. took, in another tract, to prove to the commu-
nity, hoew the priests, and especially those con-
nected with the religious fraternities, deceived
the people by their false pretensions and by
hypocritical practices, thereby destroying *all
good living and maintaining all manner of sin,”’
instead of employing their time and talents in
the furtherance of true gedliness. :
Lest while undertaking the office of reformer
of the sins of his clerical brethren, he might be
supposed to be actuated by uncharitable motives,
he brings forward as his ‘apology, the example
of the prophet Isaiah, who under the immediate

.
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direction of Him who is love itself, «cried, and
ceased not, to show forth to the people of Israel
their great sins.”

On the same principle, he considered it as-his
duty, while time and opportunity were vouch=
safed to him, to appeal to the secular lords in &
tract published about this time, in which he
urged them in the most energetic manner, to
exert all their influence, to correct the prevhil-
ing religious abuses, and ‘“to constrain the
clergy to live in meekness, poverty, and self-de-
nying labours.” :

The other most important publications given
by Wycliffe to the public at this period, were
tracts entitled, ¢ Duties of Servants and Lords;”
“ Of Good Preaching Priests;” ¢ On the Four
Deceits of Antichrist;” ¢On .the Prayers of -
Good Men;” “On the Seven Deadly Sins,” &c.

We cannot read the list of these numerous
compositions of the reformer, which he sent
forth in those closing  years of bis life, without
being constrained to yield our tribute of praise
and admiration, to the nntiring zeal and mental
energy, which characterized -their author even
. when walking on the verge of the grave, and
while encompassed with more than the usual in-
firmities incident to that period of-life.

He seemed to feel, like ‘the prophet of old,
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that he was almost the sole watchman of his
Lord, left on the battlements of the spiritual
Zion, by whom she might be warned of the
numberless enemies who encompassed her with-
out, or that.were concealed within her walls.
He probably was aware also, that his own voice
might at' any moment be stifled by the hand of
death, or the violence of his enemies, and was
therefore relactant to leave any class of men
unaddressed, or any species of religious error
unreproved.  His feelings at this time have
been forcibly described, as' having been proba-
bly to this effect. ¢ To live and to be silent, is,
with me impossible—the guilt of -such treason
against the Lord of heaven is more to be dreaded
than many deaths. Let the blow therefore falll
Enoungh' [ know of the men whom I oppose—
of the times on which I am thrown-—and of
the mysterious providence which relates to our
sinful race, to believe that the stroke may ere
long descend. But my purpose is unalterable
I wait its coming!”

These anticipations were not however, real-
med though the cause of their non-fulfilment
. requires some explanation. ‘We have seen that
the Duke of Lancaster refused to uphold him:.
publicly in his opposition to the papal authori-
ties, when the points at issue came to be merely
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of a doctrinal kind, and especm]ly such as con-
flicted with the current ‘opinions respecting the
eucharist. But it was notwithstanding generally
understood, that this nobleman entertained a
high opinion of the reformer’s character, and a
lively admiration of his talents, and would have
most probably resented any open act of aggres-
sion upon his person.

It is also well known that Joanna, the widow
of the Black Prince, and mother of Richard 11,,
uniformly exhibited a lively interest in the char-

-acter of Wycliffe, and an anxious concern for
his personal safety. Our readers will remember
that it was by the orders of this illustrious per-
sonage, that Sir Lewis Clifford appeared before
the Synod at Lambeth, and peremptorily for-
bade any further proceedings against the ac-
cused. The character of Joanna is described
by historians, as having been rendered popular
by her natural graces of sensibility and amiabil-
ity, while from a certain dignity and energy of
purpose, she was qualified both to command
and ensure réspectful attention to her require-
ments. It is probable: that she exerted for
a time, an influence over the mind of her son, in
disposing him to treat the reformer with leniency,
but. the feeble monarch subsequently yielded
himself too passively to the.guidance of the
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more designing among his clergy, and thus
aided them in their bigoted and intolerant mea-
sures in opposition to his duty as a sovereign, if
not of a son. '

But his amiable queen, Anne of Bohemia,
daughter of the emperor Charles IV., ventured
notwithstanding, to appear as the patroness of
‘Wiycliffe, and the uniform exemplar in her own
person of the cause of true piety. The refor-
mer, when speaking of her, expresses himself
thus: — “The noble queen of England, the
sister of Ceesar, may hear the gospel written in
three languages, Bohemian, German, and Latin ;
and to hereticate her on that account, would be
‘Luciferian folly.” She survived Wycliffe about
ten years, and then left her exalted station on
earth, which, notwithstanding, was checquered
with many sorrows, to enter upon a nobler and
happier existence. Her funeral discourse was
deliversd by the primate Arundel, who though
a popish prelate, thought fit to notice this excel-
lent queen’s strict attention to her religious
duties. “ Notwithstanding her foreign extrac-
tion,” he remarked, ¢ yet she constantly studied
the four gospels in English, with the exposition
of the doctors; ‘and in the study of these, and
in the perusal of godly books, she was more dil-
igent ‘than the prelates themselves, although
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their office and calling required it.” 'This illus-
trious -lady is rendered doubly interesting by
other circumstances. She became as it were a
link of communication, between the Church of
God in England of her own day, and that
which was to appear subsequently in Germany
as the spiritual mother of the Protestant
Church. On her death, it is asserted that her
attendants returned to Bohemia, carrying back
with them, the writings and opinions of the
great English reformer, thus scattering the seed
of God’s word, and paving the way more
‘plainly than had previously been done, for the
introduetion of the pure light of the gospel by
Luther and his followers. While these different
members of the royal family avowed themselves
the friends and advocates of. Wiycliffe, it will
not be a matter of surprize that others among
the ranks of the noble and the learned became
his partizans. He expressed his_thankfulness
that “many knights favoured the gospel, and
bad a mind to read it in English.”. Among the
distinguished persons who favoured the doc-
trines of the reformer, were the éarl marshal
Lord Percy, Sir John Pecche, Sir Reginald Hil-
- ton, Sir John Trussel, Sir William Nevﬂle, ‘Sie
John Montague, Sir Lewis Clifford, Sir Thomas
- Latimrer and Sir Richard Sturry. -’
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« Chancer, the father of English poetry, has
also been reckoned among the admirers of
Woycliffe,but it is to be feared that he did not
emulate the reformer in the purity of sentiment
in regard to the regulation of morals, and in the
energy-and zeal he displayed in the setting forth
of religious doctrines in truth and gospel sim-
~ plicity.

We have thus seen, that the patronage of
many of the noble and the learned of the
realm, was enlisted in favour of - the reformer; -
and this is one’very probable reason, why his
enemies did not obtain the power to execute
that vengeance, which it is to be apprehended
would have been in accordance with their unholy
designs. 'There were however, other reasons
besides those which we have already mentioned,
which had their origin in the peculiar state in
which the political concerns of the country
were at that time placed, and which we shall
proceed briefly to state.

The papa] schism had for a long season dlstrac-
ted the attention of all Christendom. Among
the powers of Europe, which supported the
claims of Urban VI, England took the lead,
and the manner in which she executed her .
authority at this time, must have been peculiarly
grievous to the reformer, inasmuch as it evinced
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what a slender hold his principles and opinions
bad obtained, on the great body of his country-
men. Clement V., it will be remembered, had
fixed his seat at Avignon, in France, and his
interest was considered as identified with that of
the monarch and people of that kingdem.
Each of the popes had endeavoured to further
their cause by the use of warlike weapons, and
had urged their followers to take up arms in
their respective ranks,. by lavish promises of
spiritual blessings to all who should be zealous
in the cause, and threats of divine vengeance
against such as should oppose them, or even
* remsin peutral. These military expeditions
were pronounced to be equally meritorious in
the eyes of Heaven, with the ancient crusades
undertaken for the recovery of the holy land;
and to such as would contribute the smallest
portion of their property for the furtherance
of the cause, a remission of all their sins was
promised, even if death should overtake them
before they had entered on their-martial expedi~
tions. Urban deemed it expedient for the
. honor of the Church, that the crusade which he
was about to send forth against his rival, should
be headed by an ecclesiastic; and this honor he
conferred - on Spencer, bishop of Norwich;
(England) a prelate, who in the insurrection of
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the commons in 1382 had given proof of his
love of military exploits. In order to secure
the approbation of the English parliament, or
at any rate to silence their objections, Urban
suggested that the clergy of the kingdom should
furnish. one-tenth of the sum necessary to cover
the expenses of the- war, and further advised,
that all which might be obtained from the laity
should be voluntarily given, as an alms to the
~ Church. So zealous was the pontiff in the pro-
motion of his cause, that he dispatehed more
than thirty bulls to England on this subject,
and the prelates and inferior clergy of the king-
dom, showed themselves in many instances very
zealous in furthering his object.. ¢“All who should
die at this time,” says the historian Froissart,
“and who had given their money, were absolved
from every fault, and by the tenour of the bull,
happy were they who could now dxe, in order to
obtain so noble an absolution.” . ..«

The bishop of Norwich was of an age and
character, which peculiarly fitted him for the
post to which he had been advanced by the wily
pontiff. He was young, ardent, of noble birth
and enamoured with the pomp and pageantry
attached to mrartial enterprises, and which in
those days were considered .as being in no
degree incompatible with the discharge of the
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sacred functions. He was moreover, very
staunch in his attachment to the Romish
Church, and ready to concur in any measures
that might be devised for suppressing heresy.
He accordingly entered with eager zeal into the
designs. of Urban. By means of the bulls
which that pontiff had sent abroad into Eng-
land, he raised a formidable military force with
which he determined to invade the dominions of
the French monarch. He landed at Calais,
there purposing to wait farther reinforcements
of English troops. Wearying however - of
delay, Spencer, in oppositien to the dictates of
- prudence and the advice of his friends, entered
the dominions of the Earl of Flanders, and
assailed and subdued the tower of Gravelines.
Here he committed the  most cruel havoc,
sparing neither age nor sex, and from thence
he continued to mark his footsteps through
Flanders with blood and rapine, although its
prince was supposed to be a friend of Urban,
and as such, should have been exempt by Spen-~
cer, from any aggression, since before leaving -
England, this bishop had sworn to confine his
attack to the enemies of that pontiff whose
cause he espoused. He was however, soon
obliged to return to England, and all his pre-
mature exultation was soon checked by the cen-



LIFE OF WYCLIFFE. 223

sure and contempt with which he found himself
v subsequently loaded, and which, to one of his

vain and irritable temper, must have been pecu-
' llarly mortifying,

It will be readily imagined that Wycliffe lent .
all his energies to check: the torrent of publie
feeling which Urban had so sedulously endeav-

~ou;'ed to enkindle. ¢ Christ” said he, #is the
good sbepherd, for he puts forth his own life for
the saving of his sheep. By forsaking things
which Christ has bid his priests forsgke, the
pontiffs might end this strife. If .manslaying in
others be odious to ‘God, much more in priests,
who should be vicars of Christ.” More espe-
cially. did he take occasion in his treatise on the
seven deadly sins, to express his condemnuation
of all warfare, unless in self-defence. “As to
the title of conquest,” he said, * we should un-
derstand that if God enjoiri conquest, it may
then be lawful, as in the case of the children of
Israel. When a kingdom has been forfeited by
sin against its chief Lord Christ, in punishment
of such trespass, he may give it to another peo-
ple. But men should not dream that a people
have so sinned, and that God will thus punish
thém, except God tell it them.”

But while he thus continued . faithfully to
expose the errors of the times, he was as we
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bave seen, upheld by the avowed favour of
some high in state, and secretly countenanced
by others, and was moreover sheltered by these
very billows which were overspreading the reli-
gious community, whose influence he so much
dreaded. Thus his bark, though ‘its rigging
had been shorn and tattered in the many storms
which he had been called to weather, was per-
mitted to reach its destined haven in peace and
safety.

‘We have good reason to believe that ¢as the
evening of life was felt to be descending on
him, his devout contemplations of future bles-
sedness, his zeal in the cause of Christian refor-
mation, and his feelings in anticipation of the
sufferings which his persecutors might be allowed
to inflict on him, were all greatly purified and
elevated.” The desire of his heart seems to
have been that in the employment of the varied
talents committed to his stewardship, — whether
as the reprover of sins or as one of the faithful
shepherds of Christ’s great flock,— he might
be found occupying with those talents while life
and energy remained to discharge his allotted
work. ‘

Towards the close of his long and arduous
ministerial career, he was obliged to employ a
curate, in the discharge of his parochial duties:
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he however still continued to officiate when his °
strength permitted, and is said to have been:
engaged in the administratien of the sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper, when the last great enemy
laid his iron grasp upon lim. .In maintaining
the gospel doctrine of the eucharist, he had
laboured indefatigably, not ceunting his life
dear unto him, if so be, that he might set forth
the truth to others, and while thus showing forth
his Lord’s death in obedience to his commands,
he was found by the messenger of his Saviour,
and after a short mortal conflict, ¢onveyed to
that world, where he was no more to see through
a glass darkly, but face to face.

Hls naturally vigorous constitution had, as we
have seen, rallied under the former attacks of
paralysis, but the last was so severe, as to deprive
him at once of consciousness, though he sur-
vived two days. His fatal illness commenced
on the 29th of December, and he expired on
the 31st day of the same month, in the sixty-
first year of his age.

This extraordinary man reached not the allot-
ted age of our race, which might have been rea-
sonably expected from his temperate habits, and
naturally vigorous frame; but the strong excite-
ment, both of body and mind, under which he
passed sg many of his years, very probably ten-

1
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ded to wear away his physical strength, and
caused his sun to set, ere that event might natu-
rally have been expected; but says one of his
biographers, “if his mortal existence be mea- -
" sured by the amount of his labours and achieve-
ments, he must appear to us as full of days, as
he was of honours.”

‘'We have now, though in & brief manner,
inspected the details which have been handed
down to us, of this illustrions and remarkable
individual. It remains for us, to endeavour to
the best of our abilities, to attempt an estimate
of his character, at least so far as circumstances
will permit us so te do.

P
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CHAPTER XIL

IN endeavouring to form an estimate of the
character of Wiycliffe, we are at once con-
scious of difficulties existing which have a ten-
dency to prevent our forming so clear and accu-
rate judgment as we should desire. We have
no traditions handed down, no record given, by
a faithful friend, by which the veil would be
uplifted which hangs over him in his daily
walk and conversation. We can read indeed
the workings of his vigorous mind, in bis volu-
minous ‘writings which have survived to the
. present time. We can measure the strength
and purity of his principles to a great degree,
by weighing well the temptations, both of the
world, the flesh and the devil, which he with-
stood in urging his onward course,— and while
courageously proclaiming himself the reprover
of a mighty phalanx of spiritual cotruptions, and
continuing unwaveringly to the last hour, to
maintain the. conflict which to ‘human eyes
seems to have been unequal; but we instinc-
tively look for more; we feel a continual and
craving desire to push aside as it were the haze
and mist which encompass the object of our
admiration, and to come into contact with him



228 LIFE OF WYCLIFFE.

as a creature partaking of our flesh and blood,
feeling convinced that by so doing, oar sympa-
thies would be exceedingly drawn out, and our
interest in his character greatly enhanced. We
want to know Wycliffe as he was in his inter-
course with society ; — how that energetic mind
conducted itself in its hours of retirement and
of conversation; what were his habits, both
religious, intellectual and. moral; —how he
behaved himself in private towards his friends,
and how He exemplified his Master’s precepts in
his conduct towards his numerous, implacable
and virulent enemies. All minutiee in respegt
to these numberless particulars which give such
a charm and zest to the details of the biogra-
pher, are wanting in the present case, and we
must be content to make our estimate of him
under great disadvantages; -as the traveller when
surveying the ruins of Balbec, endeavours to
form an idea of the original grandeur of the
whole, from the fragments that still survive.

If there is any one feature of his character
which arrests our attention more than another,
it is his untiring energy of purpose and action.
No sooner did his acute and comprehensive
mind seize on the truth, whether in doctrine or
practice, however encumbered it might have
been with disfiguring errors, and however dan- _
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gerous might have been the task of separating
;hem, than immediately with energy and deci-
sion of action,— not for a moment conferrmg
with flesh and blood,—did he proceed in his
work-of reformation. - Unawed by threats, and
shrinking not from death, if that was to be
endured in the discharge of duty, his watch-
word seems to have been, ¢ onward ! ” and like
the courageous soldier, if a breach was to be

carried, or a wall broken down, he-was ever
ready to be the leader of “the forlom hope”
of religious patriots,— lending his arm to the
dangerous work, even till the films of death
came over him, to blind his vision and arrest
his tottering step. .

If his character was admirable for its energy,
so was it for its consistency of purpese and of
principle.  'When once convinced of what was
the path of duty, he hesitated not to follow the
dictates of conscience, and enter upon it; and
having done so, he was not to be swerved to the
right or to the left by the persuasions of others,
or by selfish motives. . For an example, let us
instance his bebaviour, when tempted by.his
illustrious patron, to a compromise of principle,
by his command to abstain from any further
pressing of doctrinal points, Wycliffe did not
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persevere in setting forth the gospel doctrine of
the Lord’s Supper, without having courted the
cost. He knew well that earthly friends would
forsake him, but he consoled himself in thinking
of one, “whose love sticketh closer than a
brother’s.” " He was no less consistent in the per-'
formance of duty, than strenuous in the enforce-
ment of it upon others. He had asserted that
the office of the ministry, when faithfully dis-
charged, was the most honourable that could be
conferred on man, inasmuch as he was thereby
made an ambassador of God. And we find
that the traditionary reports which are still pre-
served in Lutterworth with regard to the charac-
ter of Wycliffe, and the only ones which are
considered entitled to much credit, represent
him as most exemplary in the discharge of his
parochial duties,— devoting the early hours of
every day to visiting the fatherless and widows
in their affliction,— to feeding the hungry, and
to instructing the poor and the aged, and to
tending the death-bed -of saints and sinners.
He had asserted that < if we hope to be rewarded
in this life, .our- hope of heavenly bliss perish-
eth;” so did the doctrines which he enforced.
with respect to offices and emoluments in the
Chureh, at once place a bar in the way to his-
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attaining wealth, or acquiring any authority,
except such as must have been gained by his
commanding character.

He is accused by his enemies, of being ran-
corous and abusive in his language and deport-
ment, to all who differed from him, But before
we condemn him for this violation of the pre-
cepts of the gospel, we must remember what
were the habits and manners of the age in
which he lived. It will be sufficient to call to
wind the language made use of by his Romish
adversaries, whom we shall find far exceeding
him in the use of these carnal weapons. Such
being undoubtedly the case, it would seem man-
ifestly unjust to attribute to him as a personal
defect, what was unquestionably in a great
degree referable to the character of the age in
which he lived. It is one thing to admit a fact
painful and humiliating to human nature, and
another to attempt to justify it.

‘With regard to Wycliffe’s intellectual charac-
ter, we must remark that it was eminently dis-
tinguished by originality. Standing " aloof, as
we have shown England to have done at this
period, from intercourse with foreign sectaries,
it appears that he became acquainted with the
corraptions of the Romish Church, and pre-
pared for the office of a reformer of them, by a
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slow and gradual process of mind, and one in
which he was little indebted to human aid. - He
saw no precedent for the office he undertook, in
the history of his country. Grosstete and Fitz
Ralph had indeed gone so far as to attack the
outworks of the Romish Church, but they had
not ventured to lay open, or rather were most
probably not aware, of the abomination lurking
within. He looked around him, and beheld the
pure faith of the gospel almost wholly superse-
ded by a mass of superstitious tenets and cor-
rupt practices, bearing the name of religion, bat
wholly devoid of self-giving power. The sim-
ple rituals of purer days, had given place to
heathenish and childish ceremonies, and its minis-
ters no longer were to be found fulfilling the
duties to which they had been set apart by their
Master, the Great head of the Church. Neither
were these evils of recent origin; but the lapse
of centuries bad tended to strengthen and con-
firm them. He therefore stood forth as the
fearless reprover of all, to which time and habit,
* combined with natural corruption, had served to
give permanence, and ventured to draw off the
covering with which the oracles of truth had so
long been shrouded, and with the words of
inspiration on his lips, proceeded to declare
what was truth, both in faith, morals, and relis
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gious rites and ceremonies. Neither did he do
so, only when flushed with the novelty of the
undertaking, but persevered in the work with
a constancy which gathered strength as age
advanced.

In judging of his literary attainments also,
we are constrained to rank hini high among the
men of his age, though he could not of course
compete in learning, with scholars of the present
time. His election to the chair of theology at
the most distinguished university of his country,
and his appointment as the representative of his
sovereign in so important a negotiation as that
at-Bruges, sufficiently attest the light in which
his abilities for the discharge of duties, either of
a civil, religious or literary kind, were regarded
by his country.

Wycliffe was also eminently a patriot. His
enlightened mind was not content with endeav-
ouring to obtain-for his country, a partial or
temporary improvement in her condition. With
a comprehensive glance he seems to have discov-
ered what was defective in her civil ard political,
as well as in her religious affairs, and with
him, seeing an evil, was but preparatory to
making an attempt to remedy it. 'We have had
occasion to observe in how many instances, Wyc-
liffe’s energies of mind were productive of ben-
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efit to the cause of civil, as well as of religious
freedom. Especially was he a benefactor to his
country and the Church, in presenting the word
of God to the English people in their mother
tongue. He¢ was accustomed to enforce upon
the clergy, the responsibility which rested on
them as ministering servants to the human race.
They were by virtue of their office, he said, put
in charge with the care of the sheep of Christ’s
flock, and bound to labour in season and out of
season to promote their best interests; instead
of doing so, the reformer contended that the
clergy were the greatest obstacles in the way of-
social and religious improvement. He asserted
that the papal power had strenuously laboured
to effect one great object, and that they had not
laboured in vain, for that the human mind in
the commencement of the fourteenth century,
and long previous, had been fettered in a state
of degrading and most oppressive vassalage. -
‘With all the energy of thought and purpose by
. which he was, evet characterized, he therefore
called on the enslaved to arise and be free.
Wycliffe’s personal piety has been rather. -
uncharitably questioned by certain modern Prot-
estant writers, as well as by his numerous ene-
mies; but how can his undeviating consistency
of character,—his laborious devotion to the
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most self-denying and humble duties, equally
remarkable in those degenerate days, with his
zeal in attacking the corruptions of the wealthy
and the powerful,—.Dbe accounted for except as
flowing from deep religious principles? His
numerous sermons which have come down to us,
more especially when we consider the character
of the times in which he lived, were exceedingly
practical and spiritual jun their tone of sentiment.
He rarely concludes any composition however
brief, without imploring the blessing of the Lord
upon it, and he seldom alludes to his sufferings,
without accompanying these expressions with
some corresponding acknowledgement of mer-
cies received, more especially of the great gift
of God’s love to man, the redemption of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. His piety
appears to have been somewhat tinged withr
gloom, which is not to be wondered at, when
we recollect how often his path was hedged
. with thorns, and clouds and darkness obscured
his dwelling, which was never enlivened by an
affectionate and sympatbizing family, since in
common with the clergy of his age, he lived a
life of celibacy.

While contemplating all the claims which
Woycliffe's character undoubtedly presents to the
~ gratitude and' respect of his country, as well as -
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on mankind at large, we feel as if it might have

been rationally expected, that after the personal

feelings of his cotemporaries had subsided, and

the object of their enmity had descended to the -
silent tomb, that Time, the great healer of all

bhuman disturbances, might have exerted its

influence in teaching the opponents of the refor-

mer, to regard him with calmer and more

unpredjudiced feelings, if not to do full justice

to his memory. ‘

Very painful is it then to find, thirty years
after the earthly career of this illustrious man
had closed, the council of Constance, in 1415
collecting a number of obnoxious articles said
to be contained in his writings and condemn-
ing them most unsparingly with his other publi-
cations. Not content with this manifestation
of abhorrence of his heretical sentiments, the
papal power proceeded still farther, in wreaking
its impotent vengeance on one whose voice while
living no threats or persecution on her part
could ever silence, for in 1428 by the commands
of the pontiff; his remains were disinterred.

¢¢ His dry bones to ashes are consumed

And flung into the brook that travels near;
Forthwith that ancient voice which streams can hear
Thus speaks, (that veice which walks apen the wind,

Though seldom heard by busy human kind,)
¢ As thou these ashes little brook, wilt beat, -
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Intothe Aven, Avon to the tide -

Of Severn, Severn to the narrow seas,

Into main ocedn they, this deed accurst

An emblem yields to friends and enemies,
How the bold teacher’s doctrine sanctified, |
By Truth, shall spread throughout the world dxspersed v

WorpswoRrTH.

Forty-four years intervened between his death
and the offering of this contemptible and ridicu-
lous insult to the ashes of our reformer, but
during that half century a great change in the
civil and religious condition of England had
taken place, which it is not within our present
design here to relate. It will be sufficient
merely to state, that owing to.the peculiar situ-
ation of affairs which followed, resulted from the
long and bloody wars between the rival houses of
York and, Lancaster, and the accession of Henry
IV. to the throne, the clergy became invested
with increasing power and influence in - the
kingdom. Presuming on these advantages,
they’ventured for the sake of augmenting their
power, to encourage the superstitious tenden-
cies of the public mind, and at the same time to
introduce a system of persecution more daring,
more open, and more unrelenting, than any
which had been previously known or. felt in the
English kingdom. But these violent measures,
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wherever recorded in the history of the Church .
of Christ, are uniformly found to have ulti-
mately defeated the object of those who em-
ployed them, since those who protest against
erroneous doctrines from principle, will only
become more decided in their opposition, the
more they are convinced of the reality of the
evil against which they are contending.
The persecntions which embittered, and most
probably shortened the life of Wycliffe, were
succeeded by others of a more sanguinary kind.
The feeble-minded Richard lent the sanction of
his authority to the efforts of the dignitaries of
the Cburch, in correcting “all who should
obstinately preach or maintain, whether pub-
lickly or privately, any conclusion, as from the
sacred scriptures, contrary to the determinations
“of the Church, and who by the sharpness of
their sufferings may be brought to repentance.”
Among the sufferers’ from_these legal enact-
ments, the disciples of the reformer bore a dis-
tinguished part. These were generally desig-
" nated by the opprobrious name of Lollards, and
appear to have been very numerous, both at the
time of his death and through succeeding ages.
For, says. Knighton, a cotemporary of the
reformer, ¢ they every where filled the kingdom ;
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so that a man cquld scarcely meet two people
on the road, but one of them was a disciple of
Wrycliffe.”
. Neither were they conﬁned to the more hum-
ble walks of life. The illustrious queen of
Richard IL, Anne of Bohemis, 85 we have
previously stated, countenanced Wycliffe while
he lived, and after his death, extended her pro»
tecting care to his persecuted disciples. Many
among the nobility emulated her example, while
others from the ranks of ‘the titled, the learned
and the powerful, were found willing to lay
down their fortunes, and even their lives, not
counting these dear unto them, if they were to
be purchased by the sacrifice of those princi-
ples, for which Wycliffe, their spiritual father,
" had been ready and willing to peril his own.
Among the most illustrious of this latter class
of Wycliffe’s disciples, was Lord Cobham,
who suffered martyrdom for his- attachment to
those principles which the reformer had incul-
cated. ' This nobleman possessed superior tal-
ents and an unblemished reputation, and was
highly esteemed by that sagacious monarch,
Henry IV., notwithstanding this nobleman
never attempted to disguise bis religious senti-
ments. When that monarch was succeeded by
his son Henry V., Lord Cobham’s situation
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became most critical. The new king had, while

prince of Wales, been remarkable-for his dissi-

pated habits; but when seated on the throne,

he had wisdom enough to see the fatal conse-

quences which must ensue to his kingdom, were

he to perslst in his former course of life: He

therefore, it is to be feared from motives of pol-

icy alone, and not under the impulse of sound -
and enlightened principle, determined to leave

the ranks of dissipation, and from being one of
the enemies of the established Church, became

one of ‘her most zealons advocates, and the

upbolder of all her tenets and practices, how-

ever corrupt.

Lord Cobham had excited the enmity of the

. clergy, as one of . the leading men among the
Lollards, and by the disinterested devotion -of -
his wealth to the purpose of multiplying copies
of Wycliffe’s writings, as well as by the zeal
with which he laboured to disseminate the prin-
ciples of the reformer in every possible manner,
in contempt of those solemn decrees which had
condemned these writings and those instrumen-
tal in spreading them, to the flames.

Henry V. appears to have been at first reluc-
tant to proceed to extremities with-a nobleman
of- Lord Cobham’s rank and character, and
insisted that milder efforts should be used in the
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first instance, and reasoning should be employed
to detach him from the heretical party; if these
failed, then the sovereign expressed his willing-
ness to leave the accused to be dealt with, accor-
ding as the wisdom of the Church mlght sug-
gest.

Henry was deeply incensed at finding all his
efforts ineffectual, in "inducing Lord Cobhamp
to return to the bosom of the Romish Church.
He accordingly without any more apparent
campunction, resigned his illustrious servant to
the hands of those, whose authority was now
equal to what their most implacable enmity
could have desired.

Cobham was committed to the To“er, and
subsequently brought before the Archbishop of
Canterbury and the bishops of London and
Winchester, in the chapter-house of St. Paul’s,
London. Even in this trying moment, when
abandoned by all human aid, the courage of the
illustrious sufferer did not forsake him. ¢ You
see me in your power,” said he to his enemies,
“and do with me as you please.” He witnessed
a good confession before many witnesses, and
bore the following noble testimony in favor of
the superior excellence of his master’s doctrines:

“As for that virtuous man Woycliffe, whose
16
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judgments ye so highly disdain, I shall say here,
of my part, both before God and man, that
before I knew that despised doctrine of his, I
never abstained from sin, but since I learned
therein to fear my Lord God, it hath otherwise,
I trust, been with me. So much grace I never
could find in all your glorious instructions.”

This speech called forth a number of abusive
and angry retorts from his enemies, which Cob-
ham bore with the utmost patience. He was
again appealed to, and warned that the day was
waning, and that it behooved him to make
instant and implicit submission to the anthorities
of the Church. To all these threats and insul-
ting speeches, he only replied in the same clear
and dignified manner as before, Do with me
as you will.” i

The Archbishop of Canterbury then pro-
nounced sentence upon Sir John Oldcastle,
Lord of Cobham, as “a most pernicious and
detestable heretic.” The undaunted sufferer
replied with calmness, that the punishment to
be inflicted upon him could only affect his body ;
bis soul he -trusted was perfectly safe in the
hands of Him who had created .it, and who, he
doubted not, would in His infinite mercy, and
in the fulfilment of his promise, save it. He
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spent the few moments which remained to him,
before his recommittal to the Tower, in imploring
the divine forgiveness for his persecutors.

. By some means or other, Lord Cobham
escaped this time from the vengeance of his
enemies, and for a season found an asylum in
a foreign land. The most odious reports were
then circulated, by which, among other offences,
he was charged with being accessary to treason-
able designs against his sovereign. Even his
most implacable enemies, in endeavouring to
substantiate these charges, have had recourse to
the most evident absurdities. However clumsy
their tale may appear to the impartial reader of
the nineteenth century, it answered the purpose
of those who invented it. An act was passed
evidently to meet his case, which identified
wreason with heresy; and when Lord Cobbam
was retaken about three years after, he was sen~
tenced to die according to the mode prescribed
under this bloody statute.

The courage of the sufferer had not lost
strength by time, neither did it fail under the
prospect of the ignominious and fearful death
which now awaited him ; — again he was heard
interceding for his enemies. He was bung in
chains as a traitor, and at the same time slowly
consumed to ashes as a heretic. The spectacle



U4 LIFE OF WYCLIFFE.

thus presented, aggravated as it was by the
acknowledged worth and high rank of the mar-
tyr, served but to imprint on the hearts of those
who were already favourably disposed to the
reformer’s doctrines, a more lively conviction of
their truth and purity, and a deeper detestation
of the cruel policy and unchristian principles of
that Church — which could not only sanction,
but enforce such cruel treatment of those who
were merely guilty of non-conformity to her
doctrines and ritual.
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CHAPTER XIIIL

THE OPINIONS OF WYCLIFFE.

Many of the doctrines which distinguished
the creed of Wyecliffe, have been noticed in the,
records of his life. It is desirable however to
give a brief summary of them in our concluding
chapter, since they have been not only misrepre-
sented by his popish enemies, but misunderstood
by some Protestants, and wrested to his disad-
vantage.

It is important, in the first place, to remem-
ber that Wycliffe was designated as the Gospel
Doctor, that is, a teacher who professed to draw
all his doctrines from the oracles of divine
truth.” His faith therefore was derived from the
scriptures. He maintained that ‘the law of
Jesus Christ infinitely exceeds all other laws;”
and that in the revelation of it, *all truth was
either expressed or implied;” that each chris-
tian hath a right of private judgment, and that
to him who seeks in the spirit which the Saviour
hath enjoined, to know God’s will, iy order that
he may faithfully fulfil it, that to him, but only
to him, the scriptures will ever be a sufficient
and unerring guide, in doctrine and in practice.

*He considered the cananical ‘scriptures as alone



246 LIFE OF WYCLIFFE.

entitled to be received by the Church, and
asserted that as all truth is contained in the
Bible, s0 sheuld no conclusion be admitted,
unless it rests for support on that only sure foun-

- dation.

The authority assumed by the pope, by which
he became invested with a right to interfere in
temporal concerns, Wycliffe, as we have had
occasion to see, wholly rejected ; and in spiritual
matters he would allow him no farther influence
or power than could be proved conformable to
scripture. He denied the infallibility claimed
by the pontiffs, and proved that as inheritors of
a fallen and corrupt nature, they were like all
other men, liable to fall into error in doctrine,
and into viciousness of life.

The prelates of that age contended, that they
were not subject to the secular lords, so as to
. pay them taxes, and to aid the commons; and
also that they were not amenable to any laws
but those of the pope, who they said was their
only sovereign. Woycliffe boldly taught that
this was an unscriptural doctrine, and that to
maintain it, was to magnify the decrees of man,
above the commands of God, since the pope
had been frequently known to grant his clerical
servants indulgences by which they were excused
from obeying certain commandments of Christ,
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or granted absolution when they had trans-
gressed them.

The Church of Christ, he tanght, was ¢ the
congregation of just men, for whom Jesus Christ
shed his blood; and not mere stones and timber,
and earthly dross, which the clerks of Anti-
christ magnify more, than the righteousness of
God and the souwls of men.” The Romish
Church he considered entitled to no peculiar
authority, neither did he admit that the pope
was the head of the Church, and opposed extrav-
agant claims to spiritual supremacy, whether in
the persons of the pontiffs, the bishops, or the
inferior orders of the clergy; while he uniformly
declared in conformity with the scriptures, that
the faithful ministers of Christ should be treated
with: peculiar respect, as the chosen ambassadors
of God, and should be ¢ cherished in love very -
highly for their work’s sake.” He asserted that
the authority of popes and cardinals, of patri-
archs and archbishops, and other dignitaries of
the Church, was not recognized in the primitive
Church. In his views of church government,
he seems to have inclined rather to the opinions
maintained by non-episcopal churches at the
day, and in that respect differed widely from
the German reformer.

Some of the enemies of Wycliffe charge him



248 LIEE OF WYCLIFFE.

with making the most flattering appeals to the
secular suthorities, in the hope of gaining them
as his partizans, in waging his warfare against
the power and possessions of the clergy: others,
in opposition to these, have endeavoured to rep-
resent him as the abettor of doctrines unfriendly
to the influgnce of the civil power. But these
assertions, which would seem. to contradict each
other, have both been disproved by the most
faithful and authentic statement of his senti-
ments on these disputed points, given by his
biographer Vaughan, and substantiated by his
own words. To the impartial reader of his
writings, it will be manifest, that be set forth no -
‘dootrines which affected the legal rights of
property. He maintained the supremacy of
the regal authority over all persons in temporal
concerns, even in the case of the clergy.”
¢ Prelates” he says “slander poor priests and
other christian men, saying they will not obey
their sovereigns, nor fear the curse, nor keep
the laws, but despise all things that are not to
their liking; and that they are therefore worse
than Jews or Pagans.” la reply to these charges,
he admitted the fact that all men would not be
servants to heathen- lords, as being less worthy
than themselves; neither would they be to
christian lords, singe they say that Jesus Christ
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made all men free; “but,” said the reformer,
¢ these notions spring not from christian hearts,

but areinfused into the minds of those who enter-
tain them, by the great adversary of souls, for
the word of God uniformly teaches obedience
to those in authority, whether to “the king as
supreme, or unto governours, as unto them that
are sent by him for the punishment of evil
doers, and for the praise of them that do well.”

He maintained that the relation subsisting
between the goverhing and the governed implied
mutual obligations. The latter were cautioned
against indulging a spirit of insubordination, or
from seeking to redress any grievance by uncon-
stitutional or unjust means;. so on the other
hand, were those entrusted with authority
strictly cautioned against abusing their power in
any degree.

Wycliffe also taught that the clergy should
be subject to the magistrate in every thing
which affected the social interests of the laity,
and that the possessions of the Church not
being held of the pontiff, but entirely of the
crown, so' was the sovereign at liberty to call on
those invested with them, to give their share
" towards aiding the resources of the state.

The reformer has been much censured for
the sentiments which he entertained with respect
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to the system of tything and church endow-
ments. -He considered it to be a positive duty
for the members of the Church to-provide for
the support of their pastors, but contended that
this obligation might be cancelled by the clergy
failing in their duty and falling into deadly sins.
The custom of tithes had, he said, passed away,
it being only a part of the Mosaic economy.
He exhorted his hearers, in providing for their
priests, “to do their alms for the love of God
and for the help of their souls, and for the help
of christian men.” While to the clergy he
said, “think ye then en ‘this noble office, and
honour it; and do it cheerfully, according to
your knowledge and power.”

1t seems more than probable that Wiycliffe
continued to the close of his life, in common
with the Church of Rome, to admit the sacra-
ments to be seven in number, while he does not
allow every one of them to be generally neces-
sary to salvation. Baptism and the Lord’s Sup-
per he considered to be so. Transubstantiation,
it is scarcely necessary to say, he denied. Of
baptism, his views may be gathered from the -
following extract from his writings: ¢ Baptism
with water, is significant of baptism with the
Spirit. In the latter, God christeneth the souls
of men; thatis to say, washeth their souls from
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the uncleanness of all sin.” Again; ¢ Bodily

~ washing of a child; is not the end of baptizing;
but baptizing is a token of the washing of the
soul from sin, both original and actual, by virtue-
taken of Christ’s death.”

With regard to image-worship, which the
enlightened Protestant of the present day is
accustomed to regard with so much dread, we
find the reformer’s views far less freed from the
shackles of popish superstition, than might have
been expected from the enlightened state of his
mind on other points of religious doctrine.
While acknowledging the God of the Bible to
be the only proper object of ‘man’s devotion,
and hy setting forth the Lord Jesus Christ as

" the only Mediator between God and sinners, he
did in fact condemn the invocation of saints, yet
we find him for a long time cleaving so far to this
error of the Romish Church, as-to call in as a
stimulant to his devotion, the visible representa-
tions of eur Lord’s crucified body, though this
remnant of a corrupt faith, we have reason to
believe he discarded -before his death, since his
followers were condemned for refusing to con-
form to the practice of bowing down before the
crucifix. Moreover we find him late in life con-
tending, that to gaze on an image was an act
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very nearly approaching to actual idolaAt.ry, and
not to be excused on the ground of the worship
being rendered to the Being represented and not
to the image itself.

He allowed the memory of the faithful to be
cherished as incitements to virtuous living, but
positively denied the doctrine which represented
weak and fallible beings as having performed
meritorious acts over and above what was neces-
sary in confirmation of their faith, thus consti-
tuting & fund of good works available to the
salvation of other of their fellow-beings.

There was one doctrine maintained by the
popish clergy at that period, which gave them
an immense hold, not only over the minds of
the ignorant, superstitious and feeble in intellect,
but over others, more enlightened in under-
standing and conscientious in practice, and who
were fcund apparently reluctant, and without
the moral ability, to shake off a chain which
having been fastened on them in early life,
adhered with exceeding tenacity. This was the
doctrine of purgatory, which extended the influ-
ence of the clergy into another and untried
state of being, by representing the state of the
departed as not being in conformity to scripture,
determined at the moment of their dissolution,

-
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but as capable of being improved by the efficacy
of prayers and other religious services performed
by the clergy in their bebalf. In the earlier
writings of Wycliffe, his mind was evidently
labouring under considerable obscurity on this
point, since be quotes on one occasion with evi-
dent approbation some remarks of St. Augustine,
the purport of which was that there was a pur-
gatory out of which souls may be helped by the
alms and prayers of holy men. But even then,
he viewed with abhorrence the idea of the
worldly and unfaithful clergy having any power
to effect a change in the state of the departed, -
and represented the bestowing and receiving of
money for masses for the- dead, by the corrupt
priests of the day, as & most ¢ base merchan-
dise.” In the latter period of his life, his views
became gradually clear on this point, and ¢ for
many years before his death, his allusions to this
tenet are few and cautious, tending almost inva- -
riably to separate it from its corruptlons, rather
than to define its import or uses.”

‘While he aclmowledged that confession might
properly be made to a priest, and when made in
a contrite frame of mind and accompanied with
the fraits of repentance, would constitute in his
eyes a profitable religious duty, he yet ever
averred, that to the Lord our God alone belong-
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eth real absolution or forgiveness of sins, and
that it was blasphemy in any priest to take upon
himself the power of remission of them.

Fasting, when used in a proper spirit, and
not carried too far, or presumed on as a merito-
rious act, he considered salutary; but that absti-
nence which subjects the body to severe suffer-
ing, he considered as a self-righteous attampt to
emulate the life of angels, while as man there
was still an allotted work to discharge, and a
proper sphere prescribed by God. He declared
the Romish Church unjustifiable in imposing
arbitrarily upon all her clergy, lives of celibacy,
while he yet never availed himself of the liberty
to which he considered himself justly entitled,
that of entering the married state.

We now pass on to a brief view of the refor-
mer’s doctrines on the fundamental truths of the
gospel. No language can be more decided than
that in which he expresses his full belief in
justification as alone obtained by faith in the
obedience and death of Christ. He declares
that to that one only and all sufficient sacrifice
offered on the cross, must every descendant of
Adam be indebted, not in part merely, but
entirely, for the removal of his guilt.

A prominent article in his creed was, the
election of grace. “We are predestined,” he
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remarks, ¢that we may obtain divine acceptance
and become holy; having received that grace
through the humanity of Christ, by which we
are rendered finally pleasing to God.”

Dr. James says, “In the doctrine of. merits,
Wpyclife was neither pelagian nor papist; he
beateth down all of those proud pharisees wha
say- that God did not all for them, but think
that their merits help.” Wiycliffe says, ¢ Heal
us Lord for nought, that is for no merit of ours;
but for thy mercy, Lord, not to our merits, but
to thy mercy give thy joy. We are all origi-
nally sinners, as Adam, and in Adam; his lep-
rosy cleaveth faster to us than Naaman’s did to
Gehazi; for according to God’s teaching we are
all sinners from our birth, so that we cannot so
much as think a good thought unless Jesus the
Angel of good counsel send it; nor perform a
good work unless it be properly a good work.
His mercy comes before us, that we receive
grace, and followeth us, helping us, and keeping
us in grace. So then it is not good for us to
trust in our merits, in our virtues, in our right-
eousness; but to conclude this point, good it is
only to trust in God.” ¢ As a right looking on
the brazen adder saved the people from the
venom of serpents, 50 a right looking by full
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belief on Christ saveth his people. * The right-
eousness of God therefore, and his grace, and
the salvation of men, all thus moved Christ to
die."

While this illustrious reformer was thus .
explicit in the expression of his views on the
great and fundamental doctrine of justification
by faith, which has been most happily denomi-
nated the key-stone of the Christian arch, he
was no less decided in his views of the progres-
sive sanctification, which is ensured to the people
of God by Him who has engaged to be to all
who receive Him as a Saviour from the guilt of
sin, a Saviour likewise from its power and
dominion. “It is not enough” he says, “to
bear the cross of a painful life, except we follow
Christ in meekness, love, and heavenly desire.
They are but scorners who to-day turn to God,
and to-morrow turn away; who to-day do their
penance, and to-morrow tarn to their former
evils, 'What is turning from God, but turning -
to the changing things of this world, to delight
in the creatures, the lust of the flesh, and the
works of the fiend? To be turned from the
world, is to set at nought its joys, and to suffer
meekly, all bitterness, slanders and deceit for the
love of Christ. To leave all occupations unlaw-
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ful and unprofitable to the soul, so that man’s
will and thought become dead to the things
which the world loveth and worshippeth.”

He warned his hedrers, that in seeking and
striving after lives of holy obedienee to the will
and commandments of God, they must expect
to be much oppressed and hindered by him,*
who through all ages of the Church has ever
been the adversary of our fallen race, and
whose malignity and craftiness seem to be only
increased the more his objects of enmity become
aware of his designs, and desirous of frustrating
them. ¢ He [that is Satan] studieth to bring
against us all manner of temptations and tribu-
lations, according as he seeth that by the mercy
of God we are escaped out of his power. For
he seeketh nothing so much as to separate men
from the pure and the everlasting love of Jesus
Christ, and to make them love perishing things,
and the uncleaniiess of the world.”

This brief statement of the opinions of the
illugtrious reformer, and with it eur present bio-
graphical sketch, we would conclude in the
words of Mr. Vaughan: — <1 have ventured to
‘remark, ‘that had Wycliffe been a less devout
man than such passages show 'him to have been,
ke would not perhaps have been deserted by

certain of his political adherents. It is equally
17
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probable, that bad his zeal been directed to
devotional topics alone, as was the case with
Bradwardine, St. Edmund and others, his days
might have passed in comparative tranquility.
But he extended the range of his theological
inquiries much farther than such persons had
donie, and applied his doctrine so as to destroy
the papal scheme of merit. It was thus he
sought the religious improvement of mankind;
and it was in doing this, that he wittingly
braved the worst evils which the malice of his
opponents could inflict.”

THE END.
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[A.]

Bror, the ancient English historian, to whose name, the
appellation of venerable is usually prefixed, was born in the
county of Durham, (Eng.) about the middle of the seventh
century. From early youth, he was devoted to literary
pursuits; and his most delightful employment, was the
study of the Holy Scriptures. For a considerable time
previous to him death, he was engaged in translating the
Gospel of St. John, into the common language of Britain.

His death took place on Ascension day, under particu-
larly interesting circumstances. On that morning, he
expressed a wish that all his pupils might be collected
around his bed, in order that they might write as he dicta-
ted. His youthful friends continued mournfully to discharge
their allotted duties, until the afternoon ; at this time, all of
them left his apartment, to sttend to the public religious
services, with the exception of one yeung mau. One
chapter yet remained, and his attendant hesitated, at one
moment swayed by an ardent desiré tqaccomplish so pre-
cious & task— at another, overpowered by = sense of the
solemuities attending the chamber of death, aud feeling
reluctant to disturb his beloved preceptor, when the sands
of life were so fast ebbing aweay. The latter feelings were
trinmphant in his mind, and he tenderly suggested the pro-
priety of laying aside the translation.

Tbe dying man replied, ¢ By no means; take your pen,
but write quickly.” )

They proceeded in their work—after a while, Bede
requésted bat his brother priests might be summoned. ‘I
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wonld fain,” said he, ‘““dlstribate among them, such little
marks of my kind regard, as God has given me. - Rich
men’s presents are gold and silver, mine are only valuable
from the affaction which leads me to bestow them.”

.His couch was soon encircled by weeping friends, who
each received in his outstretched hand, the memento depos-
ited in it, by the dying man.

¢« You will soon,’” said he, ‘“see my face no more in the
flesh. It is time that my spirit should return to him who
made it. The time of my departure is now at hand: I
have a desire to depart, and be with Christ.”’

His pupil gently interrupted Mim by saying, that one
sentence had not yet been written. ¢ Make haste and
write it then,” he replied. When this was done, the expi-
ring believer expressed his gratitnde for being permitted to
complete his work, making use of those remarkable words
of our dying Lord —¢It is finished!’’ He then contin-
ued, ‘¢ Take my head, and turn it to the spot where I have
been aceustomed ta pray. Glory to the Father, to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost”” With these words he expired.
His death took place in the year 735. His writings were in
Latin. The most celebrated and valuable of his works is
his Church History, smbracing the period from the time of
Julius Cesar to his own age, ¢‘the only British monoment
of the Church in the seventh century.”” He also wrote
commentaries on the Scripture, &c. &e.

[B] .

TromAs BraApwaRDINE was the chaplain and confessor of
Edward L. of England, and for seven days, the Archbishop
of Canterbury. He was one of those characters who
appear especially sent forth by their divine master, to bear
the symbols of peace to an ungodly and rebellious world,

and carry as the insignia of their commission, the ormnament
of & meek and quiet spirit.
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To such an one, the office of chaplain to a monarch pos-
sessed of the impetuous and wadike spirit which gharacter.
ized Edward L., must bave been peculiarly trying, and his
gentle spirit appears to have found the path of- duty strewed
with thorns, and these often of the most formmdable kind.
Nevertheless we have honorable testimony, to prove fhat
he shrank not from his allotted work, as spiritual coynsellor-
of his monareh, and even when his royal master was glow-
ing with the victor's pride, could venture gently to remind
him, in the language of the prophet, that ¢ cursed is he
who maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from
the Lord.”” It is equally honourable to the head and heart
of Edward, that he received in good part, the faithful
remonstrances of his chaplain, and instead of showing
resentment at the conduct of Bradwardine, only redoubled
the demonstrations of his kindness and affection. Indeed,
so ardent was the friendship of the English monarch for his
spiritual adviser, and so unwilling was he to lose his per-
sonal services, that for a time he refused to confirm the
election of Bradwardine to the Archbishopric of Canter-
bury, and finally yielded only & reluctant consent.
¢ Bradwardine,”” says Le Bas, ¢ was consecrated at
Lambath, in 1349 : but yet can scarcely be numbered in the
catalogue of English Prelates ; for no sooner was he seated
in his dignity, than he was removed, as we may humbly
presume, to that blessedness of which his walk on earth
was, toall appearance, one continued antepast. He expired
only seven days after his consecration; and he is now
known to us, not as the primate of England, but as the
champion of the cause of God against Pelagius.”’

o [C.1]
Rocxr Bacox was born near llcheater (Eng.) in 1214, of
a respectable family. He received his education at the Uni-
versity of Oxford, and after completing his collegiau course,
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went to Paris, which was at that time the resort of the
learned of all countries. He took the degree of Doctor, and
became a monk of the Franciscan order, after which he
returned to England. His mind was of a high order, and
his taste led him to the selection of philosophical studies.
1n this science, as well as in others, he soon so far outstrip-
ped the age, that he was accused of magic. His brother
monks became jealous of one, who threw their meagre
attainments so completely in the shade; they loaded his
character with opprobrium —rejected his works from their
libraries — and finally prevailed on the papal authority to
imprison him. .

During his confinement, Bacon composed one of his
works, addressed to the pope, in which he used every argu-
ment which his sagacious and enlightened mind covld sug-
gest, to. prevail on the head of the Romish Church, to
attempt the work of reform, and to check the growth of
scepticism. After the lapse of ten tedious years, a new
.pontiff was raised to the chair of St. Peter, who was pre-
vailed on to release the imprisoned votary of science and
human improvement. Bacon then returned to Oxford,
where be passed the remainder of his life, in the enjoyment
of his literary pursuits, and died there, on the 11th of June,
1294. His writings, which amoumnt to more than eighty
treatises, prove that he anticipated to a certain degree,
many of the most important modern discourses, both in
mental and natural philosophy, as well as in chemistry.

. {D.]

Tax commencement of the thirteenth century, was &
dark period of church history, and the lurid glare, thrown
over the moral landscape, by the horrid fire of the inquisi-
tion, (at that time recemtly introduced.) served only to
make the surrounding gloom more dismal. Nevertheleas



APXENDIX. 268

even then, some glimpses of a brighter day might be detec-
ted. There was one individual whose emnent piety and
learning served to throw a mellow light over this otherwise
dark ‘period of British Charch history ; this individual was
Grosstete, Bishop of Lincoln.

This extraordinary man was born in the county of Suf.
folk, (Eng.) about the year 1175. His parents are supposed
to _bave been of humble origin, but by some means he was
enabled to pursue his studies at the Univereity of Oxford,
where he acquired a thorough knowledge of the elassical
literature of the day, which was then in an imperfect state ;
indeed, so eminent did he become, in this respect, that he,
like Bacoa, became accnsed of dealing in magic. At one
period of his life, he was an ardent friend of the mendicant
orders ; but after be was made Bishop of Lincoln, he had
an opportunity of seeing his error of judgment respecting
them. Towarde the middle of the thirteenth century, two
Franciscan monks were sent by the pope, to England, under
a charge of raising money to a large amount, for the court
of Reme. When these men appeared on thejr errand, in
the dicoese of Grosstete, he was greatly disgusted, not
only with their grievous exactions, but with their ingolent
and shameless manner of proceeding. He reproved them
to their faces, and would not give them the smallest conn-
tenance in their labours.

He endeavoured to take into his keeping, the targe rents
of the religious establishments in his diocese, in order that
be migit expend them in the cause of piety, instead of per-
_mitting them to be wasted in riot and extravagance. These
well meant endeavours only proveked the ill will of the
monks, and excited the displeasure of the pope. Grosstete
was cited to answer for his conduct, before the pope — he
obeyed the summons—as he withdrew, he was héard to
exclaim, ‘O money ! money ! how vast is thy power every
where ! how irresistible at Rome 1’

This good bishop was, on his return to England, excom-
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wmunicated by the pope: the blow, however, harmed him
not, since he continued, until his death, in peaceful posses-
sion of his bishepric. His spiritual views became gradually
more and more enlightened, as he advanced in his Christian
course ; and before his death, he was heard to’ express, as
with a prophetic spirit, his firm conviction that nothing but
the power of the sword would ever free the Church from her
Egyptian taskmasters. nglu and tears choked his powers
of utterance, and immediately after, his breath and voice
failed him. He died at the episcopal palace of Buckden,
October 9th, 1253.

When Pope Innocent heard of his death, he expressed bis
pleagure, by exclaiming, ¢‘I rejoice, and let every true son
of the Romish Church rejoice with me, that my great
enemy is fallen.”

[E.]

It is related that the interest of Gregory the Great, in
the spiritual welfare of the Britons, was first excited by the
following circumstances. He was, on one occasion, prior
to his elevation to the papal chair, walking through the
streets of Rome, and passing near the market honse. His
attention was arrested by a quantity of foreign merchan-
dize, which had been recemtly received, and was then
exposed for sale.

Among the articles, he observed a collection of youths,
who were also for sale. ln appearance they were so ualike
the boys of Italy, that Gregory's attention was immedi-
ately rivetted by them; their fair and blooming complex-
ions, their flaxen hair and blue eyes, excited his admiration
and aroused his sympathy. ¢ From whence come these
fair strangers 1’’ he anxiously inquired. He was informed
they weie Angles— ¢“Angels, indeed they are,” said he,
‘and should be admitted to the celestial company.” He
next asked from what province of Anglia they came€ ;—
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+¢ from Deira,” his informant replied. ¢ They may rightly
be maid to come from thence,’” said he, for ¢¢ de Dei irg, — from
the wrath of God, — we should seek to deliver them.””

It is said that Gregory’s desire to evangelize the Britons
was s0 ardent, that had he not been prevented by ciroum-
stances, he would himself have entered on the office of
missionary to them. After his elevation to the pontificate,
tidings reached him, that Ethelbert, King of Kent, had es-
poused a christian princess, Bertha, danghter of Cherebert,

' King of the Franks ; and moreover, that the king, in compli-
- ment to his bride, had fitted up one of the churches of Canter-

bury which had been defiled by idel worship, and prepared it
for her use. .

Gregory eagerly availed himself of this intelligence, to
despatch to Briton a missionary band of forty priests,
headed by the celebrated St. Augustine. They landed in
the Islg of Thanet in Kent, snd being favourably received
by Ethelbert, soon entered upon their appropriate work.

(F.]

Taz illustrious Alfred was son of Ethelwolf, King of
England, and was born at Wantage, Berkshire, in 849, He
wag blessed in having an excellent and pious mother, of
whom however he was early deprived. This aflliction,
which is ever severe, wae peculiarly so in his case, inasmuch
as he appears from childhood to have been the victim of a
most painful malady, supposed to have been an internal
cancer ; the sufferings incident to this disease, would of
course have been greatly mitigated by those temder atten-
tions, which can be bestowed by none so well, as by a

-beloved mother.

Thus did God see fit to imprison in a diseased body, an
intellect, whose fame was destined to continue unimpaired
after the lapse of centuries, and whose wise regulations
introduced into the civil, literary and naval affairs of his
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kingdom, are felt in their beneficial effects to the present
day. The extreme bodily sufferings of this eminent prince,
were mercifully over-ruled to the everlasting good of his
souwl, and we have reason to hope that when called on to
remgn an earthly and perishing crown, he entered on the
enjoyment of another that is heavenly and enduring ; but
it was through much tribulation that he enterer into the
kingdom of Heaven. As he grew into manhood, he was
continually harassed by the idea of becoming either » laper,
or blind, or the victin of some malady that would banish
him from the pleasures of social intercourse.

It does not appesr to have been the selfish dread of personal
suffering which pressed continuaily upon his mind, but the
fear that he might by disease be prevented from discharging
to his beloved subjects the duties of an affectionate sov-
ereign, the desire of-which lay near his heart.

Alfred’'s character is interesting, not only as an example
of patient endurance of severe bodily aflliction, but also as
a most assiduous improver of time and talent. So great
was his dread of illuess, that to guard against it, he provi-
ded systematic employment for every houy. He divided
his day into three equal portions— one was especially devo-
ted to the service of God, and to such literary pursuits as
he considered best fitted to qualify him for glorifying his
Master ; —another was set apart for the refreshment of his
bodily powers by aleep and the taking of necessary nourish-
ment ; —the third was passed in attendance on hie public
duties. In order to maintain this accurate measurement of
time, when clocks and watches were unknown, Alfred had
wax candles made of equal weight, each measuring twelve
inches in length, every inch being distiuctly marked and
measured. 8ix of these were provided for every twenty-
four hours ; and by their successive burning, Alfred mea-
sured his time. With all his care however, he found obsta-
cles in the way of the systematic improvement of his
hours; forulthough a prince, — yet living in a very rude age,
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and at a time when glass was unknown, his residence was
inferior in comfort to the cottages of the poor at the present
day ; he had no windows by which he could shut out the
wind, and prevent that continued fluring of his taper in
tempestuous weather, which would make it burn with
unwonted quickness; he tharefore bethought Rimself of
shielding his candle in a lantern, in which thin plates of
horn supplied the place of glass.

So little attention was paid to letters in that age, that
Alfred, although the son of a prince, reached his twelfth
year ignorant of the alpbabet. He took however a lively
" interest in hearing the poems which it was’then customary

to recite in the royal presen’ce. On sne occasion, his step.

mother, Judith, who was a French princess, produced a

beautifully written poem ; holding it up before the eyes of

the young people of the court, she declared that the manu-
script should be the property of that individual among them,
who should first learn it by heart. Alfred eagerly inquired
if she was in earnest. She replied in the affirmative.
¢ Nothing more was needed by the resolute and intelligags
boy. He applied himself instantly to learn his letters; nor
did he rest until he was able to repeat accurately the poem
that had attracted his gaze. He soon found his eager-thirst
afler knowledge, met by a mortifying hindrance. Reading
to any extent required 2 knowledge of Latin. Upon the
conquest of this difficulty he soon determined. ,Instruction,
even for a prince, was not readily to be obtained. Alfred’s
energetic character set ordinary obstacles at defiance ; and
feeling ignorance to be insupportable, he diligently set him-
self to work to procure instructors; and his literary labours
fully attest, how effectuaily he profited by their assistance.

When it is remembered that he was ignorant of his alphabet

until twelve years of age, and grew into manhood before he

became acquainted with Latin, his works will claim a dis-

tinguished place among efforts of the human intellect.”” *

# Soame’s Anglo-Saxon Church History.
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It has been asserted, but not on wsatisfactory evidence,
that he attempted to bestow upon his subjects, the Bible
in therr mother tongue. The probability is, that his
translations of scripture were not intended so much for the
public, as for his own instruction and comfort, from time te
time. He was, when seized with his last illness, engaged
in making a regular version ot the Book of Psalms.

This excellent prince endeavoured to protect the religion
of his country, and we have reason to hope, that under his
aggravated trials, he found faith in the Redeemer to be to
him ¢‘‘an anchor of the soul, both syre and steadfast.”
Many of the gross errors of the Romish Church he was
ignorant of, and the opponents of some of them, he pub-
licly patronized. With regard to image worship, we cannot
but fear his views harmonized too much with those enter-
tained by his countrymen at that period —a great change
having taken place during the century or two preceding
hia birth, on that point. This excellent prince distinguished
himself likewise as a legislator.

Afler a life of fifty-two years, most of which were embit-

tered by estreme anguish of body, he expired in the year
901.

[G.]

THE first individual recorded as having laid down his life
in Britain, for the cause of Christ, was St. Alban. During
the persecution of the Christian Church, known by the
name of the tenth, or that of Diocletian, the Roman pos-
segsions in Britain were brought under its cruel ravages.
In the course of ite progress, a Christian priest being pur-
sued by his persecutors, came to the city of Verulamium,
and obtained shelter under Alban's roof. The latter in
receiving his guest, had been merely moved by pity and the
desire to shelter an innocent man from oppression. These
feelings however soon guve place to other and stromger
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motives of action. The fugitive priest so faithfully folfilled
his duty, both in adorning the doctrine of God his Saviaur,
and in speaking of the blessed tidings of salvation, thatthe
heart of his host was touched and softened, and in time he
became himself a disciple of the faith which he had proba-
bly ence despised. Soon the persecutors of the Christian
Church learning where the object of their enmity was secre-
ted, — entered the house of Alban. He in the mean time -
attiring himself in the garments of the priest, suffered
himgelf to be taken, while the original object of pursuit
escaped. Alban was carried before the public authorities,
and because he refused to betray his guest, or conform to
the heathen rites of the Romans, was scourged, and finally
led to execution. The place on which he suffered death,
became in after times a consecrated spot, and subsequently,
one of the British kings erected on it an abbey, which still
bears the name of St. Alban’s, in the vain hope of atoning
for a life stained by many crimes, by the erection of a reli-
gious edifice.

[H)

AxsxLu was born in Aoust in Piedmont, near the middle
of the eleventb century. In early life, he was strongly .
disposed to religion, but afterwards became for a season
entangled in the vanities of the world. He was first a
monk, and then prior of Caen in Normandy. Being drawn
over to England by his regard for Lanfranc, Archbishop of
Canterbury, he became known to the monarch Willlam
Rufus, by whom on the death of Lanfrenc, he was sfrongly
importuned to fill the vacant primacy. Anselm’s character
was naturally mild and free from love of ostentation, and .
being moreover upright and conscientious in his religious
feelings, it should not be a matter of surptize, that he fora
time most resolutely resisted all attempts that were made to ~
induce him to accept the chief station in the Romigh



270 APPENDIX.

Chureh, under the reign of such a prince as William Rufus.
¢ The Church of England’’ he said, ‘‘ was a plough which
aonght to be drawn by two oxen of equal strength ; would
they then yoke him to it, an old teeble sheep, with a wild
bull?”’

After bis elevation to the see of Canterbury, Anselm
pressed the king to correct various abuses in the Church, and
to call councils, and urged various other matters, the
tendency of which was to enlarge the power of the Church,
while Rufus was only desirous to sbridge it, in order to
asugment bis means of tyranny and oppression. This pro-
* voked the king, and he was still farther exasperated when
Anselm demnanded leave to proceed to Rome, to receive the
insignia of his office from the pope. A contest was then
catried on for a season between the monarch and this chief
dignitary in the Churech, and finally the latter retired to the
continent, where in a retired monastery he devoted himself
to writing and to his religious duties. He entreated the
pope’s leave to resign his archbishopric, but in vain. He
pleaded that he could be more useful in & retired than in a
public situation, but the pontiff would not listea to his
- reasoning. He continued on the continent until the acces-
sion of Henry L. This monarch made various attempts to
conciliate the clergy, and invited the primate to return to
his vacant see; he did so, and was received with great
expressions of kindness and respect. Whea required to do
homage to the new monarch, as was usual on such occasions,
he refused, on the plea that he held his see from Rome, and
not from the sovereign of England. The eoclesiastical dig-
nitaries took Anselm’s part, who retired once more tp the
continent, and there however Henry subseguently came
to solicit a reconciliation. Anselm returned to England,
where he died in 1109, in the seventy-sizth year of his age.

.
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(L]

Ricuanp Frrz-RaLrH was one of the most eminent men
of his age. He was educated at Oxford, and by Edward
I raised to the archbishopric of Armagh. While resident
at the university, he had occasion to see much of the wick-
edness and effrontery of the mendicant orders, and after his
removal to Armagh, his further acquaintance with their evil
practices served but to strengthen his prejudices against
them. I have,” said he, ‘¢in my Diocese of Armagh,
about two thousand persons who stand condemned by the
censures of the Church, denounced every year againat mur-
derers, thieves, and such like malefactors, of all which
number, scarcely fourteen have applied to me, or to my
clergy for absolution ; yet they all receive the sacraments
as others do, because they are absolved, or pretend to be so
by friars.”

On one occasion, when he happened to be in London, he
had entered so heartily into measures which bad for their
object the diminution of the power of the mendicants, that®
he was summoned to answer for his conduct at Avignon in
France, which was at the time of which we speak, the resi-
dence of the pontiffs.

Fitz-Ralph was however, strong in the Lord, and fully
conscious that he was in the path of duty. He therefore
hesitated not to declare his real opinion of these miserable
priests, even in the presence of the pope and his cardinals.

We are assured that from the time that he made this
bold assertion, his life was one continued scene of hardship
and suffering, the blessed effect of which was, to lead him
from the studies then most in vogue, to an humble, habittal
and childlike, searching of the holy ecriptures. He passed
seven or eight years of his life in exile, exposed to afflictions
of various kinds, and xpiredat Avignon. When his death
-was announced, a certain Romish dignithry of the Church
exclaimed, ‘“a mighty pillar of Christ’s Church is fallent”

A precious testimonial 1o his purity of faith, has been
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handed dewn to us, in one of his prayers, which is conched
in the following language : ¢ To thee be praise, glory and
thanksgiving, O Jesus most holy, most powerful, most pre-
cious. Thou who hast said, ‘I am the way, the truth and
the life.” A way withont error, truth witheut cloud, and
life without end. For thou thyself, hast shown me the
way! Thou, thyself, hest sanght me the truth{ And
thou, thyself, hast promised ae ti life! Thou wast my
way in exile —my truth in counse]l —~and thou wilt be my
life in death "’ :
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