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TREVISA’S TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE.

John Trevisa, best known as the first trans-
dator of Higden's Polichronicon, was Vicar of
Berkeley from about 1350 to 1412 and chaplain
to the eighth, ninth, and tenth Lords Berkeley.
Besides the Polichronicon he translated Glanville'’s
treatise De Proprietatibus Rerum, Vegetius's De
re Militars, and other works, and he is also said
to have translated the whole Bible, but this has
been much disputed. His translation of the
Apocalypee was, however, inscribed on the walls
-and roof of the chapel in Berkeley Custle (some
remains of which are still visible), and is re-
ferred to in the “ Dialogue between a Lord and
8 Clerk,” prefixed to his translation of the Poli-
-chronicon. That he translated the whole Bible
is first affirmed by Caxton in the proheme to his
-edition of the Polichrontcon, printed in 1482,
seventy years after Trevisa’s death, and it is
repeated by Bale, Hollingshead, and Pits, by
Swmyth in the Berkeley manuscripts, and by the
translators of the Authorized Version in their
address to the reader; it is also mentioned by
Ussher and by Wharton. Dibdin first expressed
a doubt of the fact in a note amongst his additions
to Ames's Typographical Aniiquities, because
Caxton does not give his authority for the state-
ment, and because he did not think it at least as
deserving of publication as the Polichronicon.

Wanley also, who compiled the catalogue of the
Harleian MSS,, remarks that he “should be very
glad to see one of them,” s.e. copies of Trevisas
translation. The truth or falsehood of Caxton’s
assertion, made so soon after Trevisa’s death,
would, however, be well known to many persons,
and it was not necessary at that period to bring
forward proofs or anticipate objections. Caxton
most probably had not access to Trevisa’s manu-
script ; the Berkeleys were all of them faithful
and devoted sons of holy Church, and it was not
likely in those stormy times that they would
allow Trevisa’s translation to be copied and cir-
culated, nor was it very likely that Caxton would
have undertaken a publication which would have
embroiled him with the authorities. The trans-
lation of the Bible had brought nothing but per-
secution, toil, and trouble to Wickliff, and its
publication soon afterwards cost Tyndale a life of
exile and a death at the stake.
That Trevisa really translated the Bible appears,
I think, highly probable from a letter written by
the Rev. §ohn Hughes (who was chaplain and
tutor at Berkeley ‘(lf;stle in 1803) to Dibdin, in
answer to an inquiry of the latter whether any
relics of Trevisa were in existence at Berkeley.
In this letter, which is given at length by Dibdin,
Mr. Hughes states that he is informed by the then
Lord Berkeley (Frederick Augustus, fifth Earl),
that Trevisa’s MS. translation of the Bible was
resented by oné of his ancestors to the Prince (of
ales ?) and that it is now in the Vatican. In
confirmation of this story there is nmow in the
evidence room at Berkeley Castle a draft or copy
of a letter in the handwriting of George, the first
Earl of Berkeley, addressed to James, Duke of
York, afterwards King James IL, in which Lord
Berkeley begs the duke’s acceptance of “a booke
wh. is an ancient collection in manuscript of some
pert of the Bible,” which he says “ has been care-
fully preserved neare 400 years.” This draft or
copy is folded up in a sheet of paper, on which is
an endorsement by the late W. F. Shrapnell,
F.S.A. (who had the charge of the evidence room
down to 1817), to the effect that it refers to
Trevisa’s translation of the Bible, ‘“since in the
catalogue of books in the Vutican at Rome.” A
thorough search at the Vatican might possibly
result in the discovery of the long-lost MS., but
without more precise information such a search
seems to be impracticable. Such inquiry as is
ssible has, however, been made there by the
E,ev. Joseph Stevenson, of the Public Record
Office, and more recently at the instance of Bishop
Clifford, but without effect. It is, however,
rhaps equally probable that the MS. went to
g'emmti, a8 the collections of James II. descended
to Cardinal York, by whom they were bequeathed
to the monastery there. I am informed, however,
that at Frascati there  now nothing of the kind,
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and that numbers of old MSS. have been sold of
late years to English and other collectors. Wwill
any collector into whose hands Trevisn’s MS. may
have fallen inform us of the fact, and thus set this
most interesting controversy at rest{

There is o remarkable, and I think hitherto
unnoticed, coincidence between the lives of Trevisa
and Wickliff, as well as a similarity in their pur-
suits. Born about the same time, the th
entered ns stndents at Oxford, where Wickliff
became Master of Balliol, while Trevisa held a
fellowship
selves with ardour into the controversies then
n:ﬁing between the secular clergy and the monastic
orders. Trevisa translated & sermon preached at
Oxford against the mendicant friars in 1357 by
Fitaralph, Bishop of Armagh; Wickliff in 1360
commenced his vigorous attacks on the friars,
whose hostility in return soon drove him from his
chair at Balliol. He subsequently occupied for
many years rooms at Queen’s, of which college
Trevisa was a fellow. When Wickliff was pre-
sented, in 1374, to the Crown living of Lutter-
worth, he also held the prebend of Aust in the
collegiate church of Westbury-on-Trym, in Glou-
cestershire, of which church Trevisa, then at
Berkeley, was likewise a canon. With all these
points of contact, however, neither Trevisa nor his
patrons appear amongst the recognized followers
of the great reformer. Probably the opinions of
‘Wickliff, who in 1363 broke into open heresy, and
in 1381 formally and publicly denied the doctrine

of transubstantiation, soon became too advanced |1

for the Lords of Berkeley and their chaplain, and
thus the intimate association which doubtless
prevailed between them in former years would be
interrupted and destroyed.

J. H. Cooks, F.8.A.

JOHN RAMSAY McCULLOCH.

The following list of articles contributed by the
late J. R. Mc%ulloch to the Edinburgh Review
. was copied from a M, kindly lent me for that pur-
pose by a relative of the great political economist :

1. On Ricardo's Principles of political economy and
taxation, art. ii. June 1818.

2. On Ricardo’s Propoeals for an economical and secure
currency, art. iii. Dec. 1818.

8. On Commercial embarrassments and trade with
France, art. iii. July 1819,

4. On Taxation and the corn laws, art, ix. Jan. 1820,

5. On Restrictions on foreign commerca, art. ifi.
May 1820. ’

6. On Plan for commutation of tithes, art. iil. Aug.

1820.
7. On Effects of machingry and sccumulation, art. vi.
M B Pesnicious effects of degrad dard
. ernicious effects of ing the stan: of
monoyéu-t. xi. July 1821. i
“?.'L B‘e l.:.glrls?zxftuq‘ distrees, causes, and remedies,

at Queen’s College. Both threw them-| 5

10. On Comparative productiveness of high and low
taxes, art. viii. Feb, 1822,

11. On Ireland, art. iii. June 1822.

12. On East and West India sugar, art. x. Feb. 1828,

18. On Duty on slate and stone carried constwise,

art. xii. Feb. 1823.

14. On the navigation laws, art. xi. May 1823.

15. On the funding system, British finances, art. i
Oct. 1828, .

16. On Woollen manufacture and duty on foreign wool
imported, art. vi. Oct. 1823.

f'?. On Combination laws, restraints on emigration, &c.,

art, iii. Jan. 1824,
18. On East India Company’s monopoly of tea, art. viil.

an. 1824,
19, On Standard of national prosperity, rise and fall of

profits, art. i. March 1824.

20. On Disposal of property by will, entails, and
French law of succession, art. iv. July 1824.

91, On Duties on wine, restrictions on the wine trade,
art. vi. July 1824.
29. On Abolition of the corn laws, art. iii. Oct. 1824.
23, On Ireland, art. v. Jan. 1825.
24, On B.educdon of the duties on coffee, art. x. Jan.

1825.

26, On Colonial policy and value of colonial possessions,
art. i. Aug. 1825.

96. On Absenteeism, art. iii. Nov. 1825.

27. On Progress and present state of the silk manu-
facture, art. iv. Nov. 1825,

28, On Fluctuations in the supply and value of money,
banking system of England. art. 1. Feb. 1826.

29. On State of the timber trade, duties on timber,
art. iv. Feb. 1826, .

80. On Commercial revulsions, art. iii. June 1826,

31, On Abolition of the corn laws, art. ii. Sept. 1826.

32. On Emigration, art. §i. Dec. 1826. *

33. On Dutiea on brandy nnd geneva, art. vi. Dec. 1826

84. On Revenue and commerce of India, art. iv. March

827.
85. On Complaints of the shipowners, reciprocity
system, art. vi March 1827.
36. On Rise, progrees, present state, and progress of
the British cotton manufacture, art. i. June 1827.
87. On Taxation, retrenchment, reduction of the
debt, art. v. Oct. 1827.
88. On of national debt, best method of
funding, art. iii. Jan. 1828. '
39. On Poor laws, art. ii. May 1828. -
40, On Institution of castes, Indiawm society, art. il
Sept. 1828. Y B}
1. On Prussian political economy, ag: Sept. 1823
42. On American tariff, art. iv. Dec. 1
48, On Importation of foreign woo), state of the
woollen manufacture, art. vii. Dec. 182
44. On Census of the population, law
art. i. March 1829.
45. On Sadler on Ireland, art. ii. Jun} 1
46. On Malt and beer duties, licensin
June 1829.
47. On French commercial system, &

48. On Sugar trade, duties on sugar, . vi. Jan. 1550
49. On Impolicy of increasing the g duties on spirits,
art. vili. Jan. 1830

50. On Duty on coal, coal trade, artfl viil. Aggl 18%0.
51. On Finance, the budget, art. x. April 1830. 5
52. On Rise, progress, and declinliy of commerce B

Holland, art. v. July 1830.

68. On East India Company, Ck

Jan. 1881.

54. On Causes aud cure of distur!

art. ii. Mareh 1881,




